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A 


LIBERAL VERSION 


of 


THE PSALMS.” 


The Fourth Wibiſion, 


PSALM XC. 

The Hebrew title of this Pſalm is A Prayer of Moſes, the 
man of God,” Very great, therefore, muſt be its anti- 
quity. He is ſuppoſed to have written it in the wilderneſs, 
after the Ifraclites had been haraffed by very fevere afflie- 
tions, withouti reaping any ſpiritual improyement from 
them: and who, continuing in their murmuring and re- 
fractory temper, at laſt received the ſentence of dying in 
the wilderneſs, without ſeeing the promiſed land: Num- 
bers xiv. 35. This Pſalm is preſumed to have been a 


conſolatory hyma on that ſevere doom. It is one of the 
Funeral Pſalms. | 


LoRD, . 
tor, from the earlieſt period to the preſent. _ 


1. Admicebly indepd was this un , Gai bene 
of the poaverful protection which amm 
rouckſafed to the „ 
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2. Before the mountains were produced, or 
this earth and the univerſe in general were 
created, thou art the ſupreme God, infinite 
and eternal! 

3. Thou doſt ſentence man to death; and 
as often pronounce the decree, © Return to 
me, ye frail children of men!” 

4. Even a thouſand years compared with 
thy endleſs duration are but as a fingle day, 
being as tranſient as the ſpace of a nocturnal 
vigil. 

5. As ſoon as thou diſperſeſt men from this 
ſtate of being, they become as it were aſleep, 
and quickly fade away like grafts. 


3. The ſecond clauſe of this verſe is but a poetical repetition 
of the firſt: and repreſents the Almighty as recalling to him/el, 
or turning again to earth, the children of mortality. 

4. The ſpace of a nocturnal vigil or an evening watch, in the 
Old Teſtament, conſiſted of four hours: the night being divided 
by the Jews at that time into three parts; as the day is diſtri- 
buted into morning, evening, and night. St. Peter uſes a 
ſimilar idea relative to the contraſt of human and heavenly du- 
ration, and probably borrows it from the Pſalmiſt. One day 
is with the Lord as a thouſand years; and a thouſand years, 
as one day: 2 Peter ii. 8. 

5- The affimilation of death to fleep hence appears to be no 
modern fancy. They are even as a:/leep may be more ſimply 

but is not leſs beautiful than certifima mortis imago, 
or the admirable expanſions of this idea by Shakeſpeare. 


4 
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6. In the morning it is verdant and flouriſh- 
ing: but before the evening it has been mowed 
down, is dried up, and withered. |. 

7. Thus do we Iſraelites conſume away un- 


der thy diſpleaſure, and tremble under thy fe- 
: vere indignation... 

8. Thou haſt revived the memory of our 
5 offences, and brought our ſecret tranſgreſſions 
5 into the light of thy preſence. © 
9. In conſequence of thine anger, che lives 


of us all are ſhortened: we approach the con- 
ö cluſion of our years, as to the end of a narration. 
ö 10. The ordinary extent of human life is 72 
ſeventy years; and though ſome men are ſo © 
| {trong that they arrive to eighty, yet is their 5 J 
| vigour then changed into pain and infirmity: 
| ſoon does it utterly leave us, and we are gone, 
11. But who amongſt us ſufficiently regards 
the terror of thy wrath? for according to a 


== 


9. This ſeems to me a very expreſſive mile; never, as 1 
have ſeen, ſufficiently explained. The Jews had paſſed the 
beginning and the middle of their lives under the preſſure of 
almighty indignation, and were now haſtening to the conclu- 
ſion of them: as a perſon who has diſcuſſed the former part of % 
a narrative gradually approaches its termination. | | 
11. By increaſing his reverence towards God, & was dins- 
niſhes the divine diſpleaſure. 
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man's reverence of thee, ſo is thy diſpleaſure 
proportioned towards him. 

12. Teach us in ſuch a manner to reckon 
our remaining time, that we may apply our 
hearts to the attainment of heavenly wiſdom! 

13. Reconcile thyſelf to us, O Lord, at laſt, 
and be gracious to thy ſervants! 

14. O gratify us with thy mercy, and chat 
ſpeedily! thus we ſhall rejoice and exult all the 
future days of our life. 

15. Comfort us as formerly, now after the 
time thou haſt afflicted us, and during the years 
in which we have ſuffered ſuch adverſity! 

16. Diſplay to thy ſervants thy own peculiar 
work; and to their poſterity, thy glory! 

17. And may the reſplendent majeſty of the 
Lord our God reſt upon us! proſper thou our 

toilſome labours, O e thou our labours 
and exertions! 


I 


— 


16. This peculiar work and glory of God means the conduct 
and arrival of the Ifraclites to the land of Cana in, according 
to the divine promiſes. , . 
; 17. The former dauſe of this vert relates as uſual to the 
glory of God ſhining on the Iſraelites from the cloud in their 
progreſs through the wilderneſs: Exodus xvi. 10. The latter 
clauſe implores a bleſſing on their arms and efforts, to obtain 
poſſeſſion of Canaan. 
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This Prim netten the tee e 
which being calculated for the uſe of thoſe who were to 
die in the wilderneſs, this was deſigned for them "who + 
were to ſurvive that threatened devaſtation; and whom 
he therefore arms againſt the fear of death, by ſuggeſſing 
a religious truſt in God, with a promiſe of a mixaculous 
protection to ſuch as confided in him. Both"Pfalms'ſeem 
to have been compoſed after the irrevocable decree was 
paſſed, (Numbers xiv. 29.) which condemned one part of 
them, all that were numbered from twenty years old and 
upward, to a lingering death in the wilderneſs, and their 
little ones to a forty years wandering for their fathers* 
fins; but with a gracious promiſe, that they ſhould at 
length obtain an entrance into the kingdom of Canaan. 
Both claſſes, therefore, needed ſupport and-conſolation, 
though of a different kind: and in ele Blas we find 

both adminiſtered. 


WHOEVER confidently NON himſelf on 
the defence of the Supreme Being, ſhall con- 
ſtantly enjoy the protection of the Almighty. 

2. I will thus addreſs myſelf to the Lord, 
* Thou art the object of my hope, my chief 
ſupport, and my God on whom I will depend!” 

3. For he ſhall deliver thee, O man, from 
the ſecret ambuſh, and from the Wan rel. 
tilence. 


4. He ſhall defend thee under kis 5 wings, * 


- —_—_—_— I _—— 
4. His fidelity and truth no doubt mean that gracious pra- 
miſe recorded in Numbers xiv. 31: But your little ones which , 


”7 - . 
* 
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thou ſhalt be ſafe under his pinions: his fidelity 
and truth ſhall be to thee as a ſhield and buckler. 

5. Thou ſhalt not be alarmed by any terrors 
of the night, nor by the arrow of death that 
flies by day; 

6. By the plague which ds} its progreſs 
in the hour of darkneſs, nor by the ſickneſs 
which deſtroys in the midſt of the day. 

7. A thouſand ſhall fall beſide thee, and ten 
thouſand at thy right hand, but the infection 
ſhall not come near thee. 

8. Then ſhalt thou clearly behold, and ob- 
ſerve the recompence of the diſobedient. 

9. And this ſhall be thy language, © Thou, 
Lord, art the object of my dependence: the 
place of ſecurity thou haſt n for me is 
high and inacceſſible!” 

10. No evil ſhall befall thee, nor any con- 

tagious diſeaſe approach thy habitation. 
—ͤ . ——fſä—— — — x 
you ſaid ſhould be a prey, them qvill I bring in; and they ſhall 
know the land which ye have deſpiſed. Whereas of the others 
the doom is expreſſed in the following verſe: Your carcaſes 
Hall fall in the quilderneſs. 

5—8. The younger ones were to reſt ſecure in the divine 
promiſe for protection. Amidſt the daily ſpectacles of morta- 
lity, to which they were ſoon to be accuſtomed, it is added in 
verſe 8, Then halt thou diſcern he juſt ſentence of death paſſed 
en the diſobedient for their murmuring. 


or THE PSALMS. © _ 


7 11. For he ſhall give his angels charge over 

thee, to preſerve thee in every fituation: 

12. They ſhall even ſupport thee with their 

3 hands, that thou hurt not thy foot e a 
| ſtone. 


* 


6 13. Thou malt trample on the lion and ad- 

; der: even the fierce young lion and ſerpent 
ſhalt thou ſafely tread under thy feet. 

| 14. Becauſe,” ſhall God ſay of thee, © he 

| has made me the object of his love, therefore 
will I deliver him from danger: I will exalt 


dt. th. 


— — 


. 


11—x3. Theſe verſes are ſufficient to point out the occaſion 
of the Pſalm. For as the people were not only expoſed to diſ- 
eaſes in the wilderneſs, but alſo to the incurſions of wild beaſts, 
and particularly to the venomous bite of ſerpents, the Pfalmiſt 
tells them that God would protect them from all theſe dangers, 
by giving his angels charge over them, to preſerve them in 
every tuation: and in verſe 13, Thou ſhalt trample on the lion 
and adder, &c. There is fomething ſo particular in this, that 
it will ſuit no other part of hiſtory, except that to which we 
ſuppoſe it to refer. For the wilderneſs they were condemned 
to wander in abounded with theſe noxious creatures, as we | 2 
learn from Deuteronomy viii. 15; and yet we do not read that | 
the Iſraelites were infeſted by them, till towards the end of 
their forty years wandering, when God was pleaſed, for the 
repeated murmurings of -that people, to let looſe theſe living 
plagues on them: and even then, immediately on their humi- 
liation, a miraculous remedy was provided: Numbers xxi. 8, 9. 
The 11th and 12th verſes of this Pſalm are quoted by Satan,. 
and addreſſed to our Saviourin his temptation: Matthew. iii. 6. 
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him to honour, becauſe he has acknowledged 
my power. 

15. He ſhall invoke me, and I will attend 
to him: I will be preſent with him in the time 
of diſtreſs; I will reſcue him, and lead him to 
dignity. 

16. With long life will I gratify him, and 
diſplay towards him my protection.“ 


PSALM XCII. 


| This Pſalm is ſuppoſed to have been written by David in 
the interval between the firſt defeat by the Philiſtiges, and 
their ſecond invaſion. It contains an excellent deſeription 
of the different conditions of pious and irreligious men, 
and was uſed by the Jews in 2 
ſabbath-day. 


IT is a laudable 88 to offer gratitude 
to the Lord, and to adore thy power with 
huymns, O Supreme Being! 
2. To celebrate thy affectionate mercy early 
in the morning, and thy fidelity, in the night, 
3. On the ten-ſtringed inſtrument, and on 


2. Fidelity means, as uſual, the faithful performance of the 
divine promiſes. | 

3. The ten:;ftringed inſtrument is merely an epithet of the 
ute, as the loud infirument denotes the harp. Of the lute or 


4 
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the Jute; on the loud inſtrument, and on the 
harp. 

4. For thou haſt filled me with joy in the 
contemplation of thy works, and I will take 
delight in offering praiſe for thy wonderful 
operations, 

5. O Lord, how glorious are the 70150 of 
thy creation! how deep are thy deſigns! 

6. An unwiſe man does not properly conſider 
this matter, nor the inconſiderate perceive it; 

7. Namely, that when impious men flouriſh 
as verdant graſs, and when thoſe who practiſe 
iniquity are in the height of worldly proſperity, 
even then do they approach final deſtruction: 
whilſt thou, O Lord, remaineſt ſupreme and 
eternal! 

8. For behold, thy enemies, O Lond, be- 
hold thy enemies ſhall periſh: and all who are 
in habits of ſinning, ſhall be deſtroyed. _ 

9. But my glory and might ſhall be raiſed 
on high, as the horn of a rhinoteros, and I 
ſhall be een wich rich oil. 


Haltery, ſoftneſs was the property; of the harp, loudneſs: 
Pſalm xxxiii. note on verſe 2. 

9. I ſhall not trouble the reader with the variety of opinions 
relative to the real animal here meant. It is ſufficient to ob- 
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10. Mine eyes ſhall ſee my wiſhes executed 


towards my enemies: and mine ears ſhall hear 


of my deſires being accompliſhed againſt thoſe 


impious men who have perſecuted me. 


11. But the righteous ſhall flouriſh as the 
palm-tree, and extend their branches as a cedar 
of Lebanon. 

12. Thoſe amongſt them who attend con- 
ſtantly in the divine temple, ſhall proſper in 
that ſacred reſidence of our God; | 


*— 


ſerve, that there is no ſuch animal as the unicorn, and that the 
rhinoceros comes neareſt to its deſcription of any we are ac- 
quainted with. It is uſual throughout ſcripture to illuſtrate 
glory and might by an alluſion to the horns of animals, which 
ſerve them at once for ornament, protection, and offence: 
1 Samuel ii. 1; Luke i. 69, &. The horn of a rhinoceros 
here evidently ſignifies, as in Daniel viii. 3, 5, the regal power. 
So prevalent was the aſſimilation of dominion with the horn of 
an animal, that Alexander ordered the ſtatuaries to repreſent 
him with a Horn upon his head, and ſome of his ſucceffors are 
repreſented in their coins with goats' horns. The inauguration 
auith rich oil is but another mode of expreſſing his advance- 
ment to the royal office: Pſalm xlv. note on verſe 8. 
11. The deſcription of the righteous in this verſe is formed 
in oppoſition to that of the wicked in the 7th; whoſe proſpe- 
rity, like the verdure of graſs, is tranſient : whereas the palm, 
to which good men are likened, is an evergreen. The cedars 
of Lebanon were always famous for their fize and antiquity: 


Pſalm civ. note on verſe 16. 


12, 13. Theſe verſes ſtill keep up the alluſion to the cedar and 
palm tree: the latter of which poſſeſſes the remarkable peculia- 


rity of increaſing in fertility, in proportion as it advances in age. 
5 


comely; 
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13. They alſo ſhall produce abundant fruit 
in their old age, and ſhall be 32 and 

14. That they may demonſtrate how true is 
the almighty ſource of my dominion; and that 
no injuſtice is committed by him. 


PSALM XCIII. 


This Palm is ſuppoſed to have been written by David, and 
was uſed by the Jews in their publick worſhip on the Gay 
before the ſabbath. 


THE Lord is the ſupreme ſovereign, and has 
inveſted himſelf with robes of glory: the Lord 
has aſſumed the peculiar enſigns of his majeſty, 
and girded himſelf with power. 

2. He has made this globe ſo firm, that it 


cannot be moved. 


3. From the firſt creation of the world has 


1. The Almighty is here repreſented under the figures of a 
ſovereign and a warrior, aſſuming the kingly robes, and gird- 


ing himſelf with power, as an earthly champion buckles on 


his weapons. The Pſalmiſt aſſerts the divine ſupremacy over 
all the pretended deities of the heathens. 

2 This was an error in aſtronomy which impeaches not the 
rectitude of David's judgment, nor the integrity of his heart. 
He repeated only the popular opinion. The almighty power 
is at leaſt as conſpicuous ſince mankind have diſcovered the 
real ſtate of this globe, as it was eſteemed before. 2 


— 
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thy throne been eſtabliſhed: thou haſt exiſted 
from all eternity * 60 

4. The rivers ſwell, O Lord, the rivers pro. 
duce a dreadful noiſe, the rivers urge their 


-"%" waves. 


5. The waves of the fea are mighty, and 
rage tremendouſly: but the Lord is ſppreme 
over them. | 
6. Thy facred promiſes, O Lord, axe infal- 
lible: fidelity is the eternal e of chy 
temple! 


—— 


PSALM XCIV. 


The later Greeks aſcribe this Pſalm to David: and indeed 
It is an exact deſcription of the court of Saul; who abuſed: 
their authority to every ſpecies of oppreſſion and violence, 
eſpecially againſt David, as he complains in ſeveral other 
Pſalms, particularly in the 57th, 58th, and 5gth. Dr. 

Delaney is of opinion that it was compoſed by David on 
account of the battle fought between the Iſraelites and the 
allied armies of the Ammonites and Syrians; 2 Samuel x. 

and x Chronicles xix. and he thinks that the 5th and 6th 
. verſes particularly refer to the outrages committed; the 
devaſtation of his country, and the maſſacre of his ſubjeQts. 
But I agree with the Jewiſh commentators, who believe 


4, 5. Theſe rivers and avaves of the ſea are titles "7M 
of his reſtleſs and tumultuous enemies. 
6. Pſalm xcii. note on verſe 2. 


* 


\# 
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that it was written hy ſome unknown perſon during the 


captivity, when the nation laboured under the moſt bar - 
barous oppreſſions both from the pagan magiſtrates and 
the people. r. n 


evening ne af Jammer . 


O Lord God, whole property it is to 5 
injuſtice, thou God to whom it' Belorigs to 
avenge injuſtice, diſplay thy power! IL: | 

2. Ariſe, thou ſupreme judge of the world, 
and recompenſe the arrogant according to che ' 
merits. ane 

z. Lord, how long ſhall the implous;! how 
long ſhall the kbp triumph 

4. How long ſhall all theſe iniquitotis «able 
uſe ſuch diſdainful language, and utter füch 
boaſtful inſults? | 

5. They deſtroy thy peculiar prople, O 
Lord, and aMii& thy choſen race! 

6. They murder the widow and the ranger, 
and put the fatherleſs to death. 0 

7. And yet they fay, “ The Lord will not 
ſee, nor will the God of Jacob regard it?” 

8. Beware, ye thoughtleſs people! O in 
conſiderate men, when will ye reaſon juſtly? 

9. Shall that being who created the ear, not 
hear? or he who formed the eye, not t fee? 


VOL, II. | B 
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10. Or he who has inſtructed even pagan 
nations, and given mankind all the knowledge 
they poſſeſs, ſhall he not diſcover and puniſh? 

11. The Lord is acquainted with the very 
thoughts of men, and knows their vanity. 

12. Happy is the man whom thou chaſtiſeſt, 
O Lord, and inſtructeſt in thy ordinances; 

13. In order to grant him patience in the 
time of adverſity, while deſtruction is preparing 
for the irreligious. 

14. For the Lord will not reje& his peculiar 
people, nor deſert his choſen race, 

15. Until juſtice ſhall be reſtored to her tri- 
bunal: and then all good men ſhall appeal to 
its deciſions, 

16. Who will contend with me againſt theſe 
oppreſſors, or who will eſpouſe my cauſe againſt 
the idolaters? 

17. If the Lord had not fapparned me, my 
life had undoubtedly been ſacrificed. 


8, 9, 10. This argumentation is much applauded qy Grotius. 
Whatever attainments created beings poſſeſs are derived from 
God, and therefore mu crit in lim in a pre-eminent and fer- 

feb degree. 
14, 15. The Lord will act as a juſt judge over his people du- 
ring this publick perverſion of juſtice, until ſhe be;reſtored to her 
throne : and during this interval, good men /hall rejoice in ap- 
pealing to his divine diſpoſal of human affairs. 
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18. But when I ſaid, . I am on the brink 
of danger, thy mercy, O Lord, ſuſtained me! 

19. In the variety of ſorrows that preyed 
upon my heart, thy divine comforts have 
g my ſoul. + 

. Wilt thou have any concern with the 

Plug of impiety, which authoriſes oppreſſion 
by its edicts? 

21. They aſſemble in council againſt the life 
of good men, and condemn the innocent blood. 

22. But the Lord is my protector: and my 
God is the powerful ſource of my confidence. 

23. He will recompenſe them for their 
wickedneſs, and deſtroy them in the midſt of 
their malice: yes, the Lord our God will de- 
{troy them! 


PSALM XCV. 


This Pfalm alſo is by the Greeks attributed to David: and 
the author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews confirms the con- 
jecture by quoting a paſſage from it under his name: iv. 7. 
It ſeems to have been intended as a ſolemn invitation ß 
the people, when they were aſſembled on ſome publick 
occaſion, probably on the Feaſt of Tabernacles. In the 
morning ſervice of our church this Pſalm conſtantly pre- 
EEE mmmmmg———_———————— 


20. SE IIS 
ing the SO of idols: Daniel iii. 4. 
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cedes thoſe appointed for the day, excepting on Eaſter- 
Day, (when three anthems are appointed in its ſtead) and 
on the 19th morning of the month, when | it occurs in the 
courſe of the Plalms. | 


O Come, let us unite in hymns unto the Lord, 
let us ſtrenuouſſy exult in the powerful ſource 
of our ſecurity! 

2. Let us approach his preſence with effu⸗ 
ſions of gratitude, and proclaim our joyful 
confidence in him with pfalms! 

3. For the Lord is a great God, and a pow- 
erful king, ſuperior to all the heathen deities. 

4. Under his dominion are the remoteſt cor- 
ners of the earth, and the mighty mountains 
are his alſo, 

5. The ocean too is his, for he created it, 
and his power likewiſe formed the dry land. 

6. Come then, let us proſtrate ourſelves in 
worſhip, and kneel before the Lord, our creator! 

7. For he alone is the Lord our God: and 


U—U— z . —— - — k - — — - 


2. They were ſaid to n the divine 2 when 
hey preſented themſelves before the ark. 

7. Here is evidently a tranſpoſition, accidental or intefided, 
of the epithets appropriated to the appellations: inftcad of 
people of his paſture and ſheep of his hand, it ſhould ſtrictly 
have been people of his hand (or under his dominion) and /heep 
of his paſture. But perhaps. there is an elegance in this ar- 
rangement, and therefore I have not altered it. 
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we are the people choſen to dwell in his Fame, 
* the flock governed by his power. 

. If inſtantly ye are inclined to hear his 
very let not your hearts be ſtubborn, as was 
the caſe during the days of provocation and 
trial in the wilderneſs; 

9. * When your anceſtors,” as the Al- 
mighty ſpeaks, tried me, put me to the 
proof, and beheld my miracles. 

10. During forty years was I vexed by this - 
race of men; and faid, It is a people whoſe 
hearts are eſtranged from me, for they have 
not conſidered my diſpenſations: 

11. To whom I wrathfully declared on my 
oath, that they ſhould not enter the land which 
had provided for their reſt,” | 
— * ä ——— —ů ů— ů ů ů ů ů ů — 


8. The metaphor of the ſhepherd and his fach is here ſtill 
ſupported. In many other parts of ſcripture the Heep are re- 
preſented as /; Nening to the voice of their leader and protector. 

9. Exodus xvii. 2, 7; and Numbers xiv. 22. 

10. The. Iſraelites were forty years journeying through the 
wilderneſs, and during that period were continually rebelling 
and murmuring againſt the diſpenſations of the Almighty. 
This declaration of God alludes to that in Numbers xiv. 35; 


in which they are called, as our Saviour denen the Jon . 


of the age he lived in, an evil generation. 
11. For this oath fee Numbers xiv. 22, 23, and 28-35. 


- 8 
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PSALM XCVI. 

This Pſalm is likewiſe attributed in the Greek copies to 
David. It was compoſed on the tranſlation of the ark 
from the houſe of Obed-Edom to the place which David 
had provided for it on mount Sion: and it 1s extant in 
1 Chronicles xvi. beginning at verſe 23, only differing in 
ſome particulars, which are ſuppoſed to have been added 
by Ezra on rebuilding the temple after the captivity. 


O Sing before the Lord a new hymn, ſing 
before the Lord, all ye inhabitants of the earth! 
2. Sing before the Lord, and adore his 
name: celebrate his protecting power from day 
to day! 

3. Diſplay his glory to ths heathen, and 
his miracles to all nations! 

4. For the Lord is great, and cannot ade- 
quately be praiſed: he is more worthy of reve- 
rence than all pretended deities. 

5. As for the deities of the pagans, they are 
mere idols: but it is the Lord who created the 
heavens. 

6. Majeſty and awe ſurround him: power 
and adoration reſide in his ſanctuary. 

7. Preſent unto the Lord, all ranks of peo- 
ple, preſent unto the Lord worſhip and homage! 
K ²˙ ! ˙ AAA. 2 

6. Alluding to the Shechinah: 1 Kings viii. 11. 
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8. Preſent unto the Lord the honours which 
his name demands! bring IR and enter 
his ſacred courts! 

9. O worſhip the Lord before FY beautiful 
place of his ſacred refidence! let the whole 
world ſtand in awe of him! | 


10. Proclaim amongſt the ae that the 
Lord is the ſupreme king: that by his power 
the globe was fixed ſo firm that no force can 
move it, and that he will judge the nations 
with perfect equity. | 

11. Let the regions of heaven rejoice, and 
thoſe of earth exult! let the ſea roar with glad- 
neſs, and all that it contains! 
Cp__—_—_— A ——————_——_——_——_—_—— ——— 

9. The beauty of bolineſs, as our tranſlations juſtly render 
the original, means either the ark; which, in its conſtruction 
and decorations, was as beautiful as in its purpoſe and qualities 
it was held ſacred: Exodus xxxvii; or the tabernacle, which 
was likewiſe eſteemed to be the reſidence of the Deity, and 
was remarkable for its beauty and elegance. ' | 

10. The Pſalmiſt here, and in the following verſes, joyfully 
proclaims that God, having reſtored his people from captivity, 
and enabled them to rebuild their temple, will execute ftri 
Juſtice on their oppreſſors, and deal with his own people ac- 
cording to his truth, or unerring promiſes not finally to deſert - 
them. As to the aſtronomical error, —— 
and the note. | 


IT, 12, 13. Theſe verſes are 8 poetical deſcription of the de 
light felt by all parts of the Jewiſh people at their joyful deli - 
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12. Let the fields be joyful, together with 
their inhabitants! the very trees of the wood 
ſhall glory in their happineſs before the Lord! 
13. For he is coming, he is coming to judge 
the world; to ſentence mankind according to 
juſtice, and his choſen r according to his 
faithful py 


—— — 


PSALM - XCVII. 


This is by the Septuagint denominated « A Pſalm of David, 
after his land was reſtored to him;“ that is, after he was 
made maſter of all thoſe countries, which God anciently 
deſigned to be the inheritance of Iſrael: 1 Chronicles 


xviii. I, 2. 


THE Lord is the ſupreme king, the world 
may therefore rejoice: yes, its numerous iſlands 
may thence derive matter of triumph. 

2. Clouds and darkneſs ſurround him, juſ- 
tice and equity are the attendants on his throne. 


— gp 


verance. The very inanimate parts of nature, the regions of 
cele/tial pace, earth, ocean, the feld. and trees of the awood 
reſtored to their former maſters, are r 
the general exultation. 

2. The envelopement of the Deity in clouds and darkneſs is 


conſonant to the true ſublime, and is a frequent idea in ferip- 
ture: ſee particularly Pſalm xviii. 11. 


d ” . * 
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3. A flame ſhall precede! * and conſumes 
his adverſaries on every ſide. 7 

4. His lightnings — the world: the 
earth ſaw them, and was terrified.  / -- 

5. The mountains melted, like wax, at the 
preſence of the Lord, ar the n of the 
ſovereign of the univerſe. 1 

6. The regions of heaven diſplayed his juſt 
judgments, and all the people of the Wore be- 
held his glory. 

7. Let all thoſe be covered with 4 Ik 
who worſhip carved images, and. glory in falſe 
deities: ſubmit to him, all ye deities! 

8. Sion heard of this ſucceſs, and extlebds 
and the inhabitants of Judah rejoiced on ac- 
count of thy determinations, O Lord. 
9. For thou, Lord, art ſuperior to all beings 
TC 

3, 4. Fire, or lightning, is alſo a frequent agent in ſcriptural . 
imagery, and deſcriptions of almighty vengeance. 

5. The mountains here may probably mean their contents, 
viz. metals, and minerals, fuſed by the lightning. This is a 
mere poetical deſcription of the ſignal conqueſt that David ob- 


tained over his enemies, nan 
by a tempeſt. 


6. —̃ cur tniilutoes rates als have 


the ſame meaning here as in Pſalm xcvi. 11; on which ſee the 
note. | * 1 " 
8. Plalm lv. note on verſe 13. 


* 
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that exiſt on earth! thou art infinitely exalted 
above all pretended gods! 

10. O ye who devoutly love the Lei take 
care that ye abhor all ſinful conduct! the Lord 
preſerves the lives of his faithful worſhippers, 
and will deliver them from * power of the 
impious. 

11. A glorious ſplendour has ariſen in fa- 
vour of the righteous, and joyful exultation 
for thoſe who are ſincere. 

12. Rejoice, then, in the power of the 


9. I cannot approve the common interpretation of referring 
the term gods in this verſe to the angelick natures. The latter 
clauſe ſeems, in the uſual ſtyle of the Pſalms, only a repetition 
of the firſt; as is the caſe in the former clauſe of the 7th verſe, 
thoſe who cuorſbip carved images, and they who glory in falſe de- 
ities, being the ſame perſons. The th verſe is a continuation of 
the ſentiment expreſſed in the th: in both, the idols of the 
heathens are depreciated, in honour of the living God. This 
idea is confirmed by the beginning of the roth verſe; in which, 
the Pſalmiſt earneſtly exhorts his countrymen, if they wiſhed 
to preſerve their lives, and be delivered from the power of 
their impious adverſaries, to hate the thing which ig evil, as 
our Liturgy tranſlation expreſſes it: by which phraſe is evi- 
dently meant that tendency to pagan idolatries which had 
brought them into their late miſerable condition. 

11. Light is a very prevalent idea throughout ſcripture to 
denote joy, comfort, and felicity : ſee particularly Eſther viii. 16. 
The Pſalmiſt here means the happineſs experienced by the 
righteous nation, after the reſtoration of its ſovereign. 

- : 
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Lord, ye righteous, and offer grateful adora- 
tion as a memorial of his veracity! 


| PSALM XC VIII. | 
This Pſalm has ſeveral expreſſions like thoſe which are uſed 
in the 96th; and therefore it was probably compoſed, as 
the Greek copies inſcribe it, by David. It ſeems to have 
been written on occaſion of ſome great national deliver- 
ance. Grotius is of opinion that it is a ſummary. of 
Moſes” ſong, recorded in Exodus xv. celebrating the reſ- 
cue of the 1ſraclites from the purſuit of the Egyptians. 
This is one of the hymns appointed for our evening-ſervice, 
after the firſt leſſon; excepting when the Magnificat is 
uſed, or on the 19th day of the month, when it occurs in 
the courſe of the Pſalms. 


O Sing before the Lord a new hymn! for he 
has performed wonderful deeds. 

2. By means of his own irreſiſtible force and 
ſacred power, has he obtained for himſelf the 
victory. 

3. The Lord proclaimed his protecting 
power; his juſtice has he publickly diſplayed 
in the preſence of the heathen. 

4. He has remembered his mercy and vera- 
—_______——_— 


12. His veracity alludes to the ſacred promiſe of eſtabliſhing 
David on the throne of Iſrael: x Samuel xvi. 13; 2 Samuel 
Ul. 9; Kc. 


4 
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city towards the race of Iſrael, and the remoteſt 
parts of the world have teſtified the deliverance 
afforded by our God. 

5. Demonſtrate your joy before the Lord, 

all ye nations! ſing, exult, and offer. grateful 
adoration! 

6. Praiſe the Lord with the harp! fig to it 
with a hymn of gratitude! 

7. With trumpets alſo and cornets, O pro- 
claim your joy before the Lord our king! 

8. Let the ſea roar with gladneſs, and all 
that it contains, the globe and its inhabitants! 
9. Let the rivers triumphantly applaud, and 
the mountains unite in joy in the preſence of 


4. The remoteſt parts of the world may ſignify thoſe only 
which were known to the Jews, or with whom they had any 
connexion; or it may be underſtood with the ſame licence of 
meaning as is annexed to a ſimilar expreſſion in all languages, 
and particularly allowable to the luxuriance of an eaſtern ge- 
nius. The Romans called their empire by the name of the 
evorld, as appears in Luke ii. 1: all the world is a common 
phraſe in modern language to denote a great part of it. Thus 
_ the remoteſt parts of the world may ſignify very diſtant parts 

of it. 

8, 9, 10. Theſe are almoſt the ſame as the three concluding 
verſes of Pſalm xcvi. Both repreſent the inanimate parts of na- 
ture as joining, after the manner of men, in the general applauſe 
and exultation; and terminate with a declaration that the Al- 
mighty had at length undertaken the defence of his own people, 
and he chaſtiſement of their oppreſſors. 
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the Lord! for he is come to RR A036 


upon the world: bor bis 
10. He will decide on x njadkind di pad 
juſtice; and on the people with equity. 
i | | we ES 8. 8 8 WE: 
T1 ieee en DOG INDIANS) hg 
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This Pfalm is alſo by the Septuagint attributed te Dabid# 


and apparently relates to his peaceful en on the 
throne of Enel. 


1 


Tux Lord is the e en de the 
people ever ſo impatient: he preſides between 
the cherubim, be the world ever fo tumultuous; 
2. Great is the Lord on ne and exalted 
above all-mankind. © * 

3. There ſhall men offer grateful wares 
— —_—_——— ——— 


1. See Pfalm txxx. note on verſe 1. Cod las now fablilbed 
David on the throne, notwithflanding the ſeditions and DI! 
among /t his own people and neighbouring nations. 

2. Sion was the ſeat of the ark, the reſidence of the. djvine 
preſence, and the place of publick adoration. . _ | 

3. The term name applied to God generally means in ſcrip- 
tural language, and particularly throughout the Pſalms, his 
peculiar worſhip, his attributes, his infinite power, or divine 
majeſty. The Jews diſtinguiſhed themſelves from the idol- 
nations by invoking the name of JEHOVAH, the living God: 
Exodus iii. 13, 14; 1 Kings v. 5; Plalm v. note on —_—_ 
1 19 . 5 12 | * A 
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thy name, which is tranſcendentiy — 
miraculous, and ſacred. 

4. Our powerful king delights in Guftice: 
thou, O God, haſt eſtabliſhed equiry; thou 
haſt rendered juſt and right judgments through- 
out Iſrael! 

5. O magnify, therefore, the Lord our God! 
and proſtrate yourſelves before his mercy-ſeat, 
for he is ineffably pure and holy. 

6. Thus Moſes and Aaron amongſt his pe- 
culiar miniſters, and Samuel amongſt ſuch as 
invoked his name; theſe ſupplicated the Lord, 
and he attended to them. 

7. He addreſſed them from the cloud - formed 
pillar, for they obſerved his ordinances, and he 
law that he gave them, 

8. Therefore thou attendedſt to them, O 
Lord our God! thou forgaveſt the people, O 
Fr ̃ ˙ .... . 7 
4. The king's poaber, as our Liturgy tranſlation juſtly ren- 
ders the phraſe, is an obvious fpnechdoche. 

5. Palm Ixxx. note on verſe 1. The Ifraclites, when they 
worſhipped, turned their faces towards the ark. 

6. Exodus xxxii. 11; Numbers xvi. 45; 1 Samuel vii. 5; 
and xii. 19. | 
7- The denomination of pillar is given to this miruculows 
cloud, becauſe it reſembled a column, or towering maſs of 
miſty vapours; luminous on one ſide, and dark on the other: 

Exodus xiii. 21, 22; xxxili. 9; &c. 
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God, though thou didſt puniſh * n 


inventions. 2 

9. O magnify the Lord our God; mY wor- 
ſhip him upon his ſacred hill! for the Lord our 
God is the only ſupreme and holy being! 


£95 #f g 4 t& 8 
PSALM 0. : 


This is the only Pſalm in the whole collection intitled 60 A 
Pſalm of Praiſe.” It is ſuppoſed to have received this ap- 
pellation, becauſe peculiarly adapted, if not deſigned to 
be ſung, when the ſacrifices of thankſgiving were offered: 
Leviticus vii. 12. The Greeks think it was written by 
David, who here invites all the world to unite with the 
Iſraelites in the worſhip of their God. This Pſalm is 
conſtantly 1 our d ſervice. l 


O Glory in che omnipotent ſovereign, = ye 
pagan countries! adopt his worſhip with chear- 
fulneſs, and approach his preſence with ſacred 
| wor. | 
Be aſſured that the Lord is the dene 
a pi Gad; he it is, and not ourſelves who 


- 
- 
* . . 
*. 


8. The term inventions means, in more paſſages than this, 
the obſcene extravagances of idolatrous worſhip: Pſalm cvi. 
29, 39. See alſo Exodus xxxii. 11, 14; Numbers xvi. 47, 48; 
and x Samuel vii. g. 

2. Here the phraſes, people, and ſheep of his N occur 
in their true order: Pſalm xcv. note on verſe 7. 


— 
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created us: we are his choſen people, and 17 
culiar race. 
3. O pfrocecd into his ſanctuary wich grati. 
wdd,and into his courts with praiſe! be 1 
ful to him, and adore his name! | 
4. For the Lord is gracious, "> mercy is 
eternal: and his —_— Ln operate to the 
GIN 2 AAN 


* — er - 
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a 3. The portiotis which form each clauſe of this verſe are 
merely duplicates of each other. To go into his gates with 
thankſgrving means the ſame as to enter his courts with' praiſe; 
gates being a term ſynonimous here with courts + and 10 be 
thankfid to him is equivalent to eating good of his name. 
Courts of juſtice were amongſt the Jews ſituated in the gates of 
their cities: of which cuſtom. the reaſon aſſigned is, that the 
people who were chiefly employed in agriculture and rural af- 
fairs, might ſettle their differences without loſing. time and 
incurring expence by entering the city. The Pſalmiſt aſſimi- 
lates the gates in which the mortal judge Sean e 
courts which were the reſidence of the deity. 
4+ The Pſalmiſt, as uſual, celebrates the mercy and weracity 
of God with relation to his promiſe of never withholding his 
merciful” protection from David, his family, and kingdom: 
Palm Ixxxix. ag, 29, 30, 349 ce. 


— — 
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|  PSAIM I.. 
David, being eſtabliſhed on his throne, and ſettled in his new- 
built palace, reſolved to regulate his family and court. 
He wiſely confidered that the example of the prince would 
have great influence on the morals of the people; and 
that he could not with any dignity and conſiſtency puniſh 
the crimes of others, if he was guilty of the ſame in his 
own conduct; or if he allowed them with impunity in his 
attendants and courtiers. He therefore determined to pu- 
niſh with ſeverity all great and incorrigible offenders: he 
purpoſed to be himſelf a pattern of religion and virtue to 
his people; and to retain, as far as he could, none for his 
domeſticks and officers, but ſuch as were men of principle, 
honour, and virtue. The ſchemes he formed, and the 
regulations he adopted for this purpoſe, are recorded in 
this' Pſalm; which will do honour to his memory as a 
| good man, and excellent king, as long as his compoſitions 
are remembered. It is with great propriety ſelected as 
one of the Pſalms appointed for the celebration of the an- 
niverſary of the day (October 25) on rn our N 
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My hymn ſhall treat of marey and julie 5 to 
thee, O Lord, will I addreſs it! | 
2. O grant me underſtanding. in the duties 

of religion! 
3. When wilt thou viſit me with thy pre- 
1. This Pſalm the author conſecrates, on account of its 
wiſe and ſacred purpoſes, to God: and agreeably to them, it 
is obſerved of David that . INES 
all his people : 2 Samuel viii. 15. 
VOL, II. 43G 
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ſence? I will conduct myſelf in my court and 
family with integrity of heart. 

4. I will undertake no unlawful enterprize: 
I abhor the guilt of inſincerity; no ſuch quality 
ſhall belong to my character. 

5. The obſtinate and incorrigible ſhall be 
diſmiſſed from my ſervice: I will not be ac- 
quainted with a wicked perſon, 

6. Whoever ſecretly calumniates his neigh- 
bour, him will I ſfignally puniſh. 

7. Whoever likewiſe is prond in demeanor, 
and arrogant in heart, I will not tolerate him, 

8. My attention ſhall be directed towards 
men of probity in the kingdom, that they may 
reſide with me. 


EE — p- 


3. It is common throughout ſeripture to ſuppoſe God and 
his affiſtance as perſonally and actually near the ſupplicant. 
The Pſalmiſt here ſeems to implore the gracious manifeſtation 
of the divine preſence, and a favourable anſwer to his petitions 
from the reſidence of the deity in the ark: whence God vouch- 
ſafed his communications: Exodus xxv. 22. 


| 6—10. The courtier-arts of falſhood and diſſimulation to 

ſupplant and prejudice a rival candidate for the favour of the 
ſovereign, it appears, were well known and practiſed before 
the reign of David. This whole Pſalm is an excellent leſſon 
for princes, and would be an admirable accompaniment to the 
admonition, Philippe, homo es, which it becomes great men 
in all ſtations ſo ſeriouſly to remember. 


- 


2 
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9. Whoever leads a pious life, fall be we 
mitted to my-ſervice. 

10. No deceitful perſon ſhall enjoy a 105 
in my houſhold: he who is addicted to falſhood 
ſhall not be ſuffered in my preſencce. 

11. Thus ſhall I ſoon get rid of all the irres 
ligious that remain in the country, that I may 
extirpate profligacy from the city of the Lord. 


PSALM CII. 


The Hebrey title of this Pſalm is © A Prayer of the afflicted, 
when he is overwhelmed, and poureth out his complaint 
before the Lord.“ It was probably written by Nehemiah 
in the time of the captivity; for the uſe of himſelf and 
other pious perſons, who lamented the deſolation of Jeru- 
ſalem, and the ruin of the temple: though, at the ſame 
time, they had comfortable hopes that the ſurrounding 
nations would ſhortly ſee their wonderful reſtoration, and 
thence be induced to embrace their religion. This is one 
of the Pſalms appointed r * 
Wedneſday. 


HEAR my petition, O Lord, and let my ar 
plication reach thy preſence! 
2. Avert not thy countenance from me in 


2. The term face applied to God has, in ſcriptural language, 
not fewer than ſix ſignifications. It here means his favour and 
aſſiſtance, and is equivalent to the light of his countenance 
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this period of my affliction! incline thy atten- 
tion to me when I implore, thee: 0 bear me, 
and that ſpeedily! 

3. For my days are vaniſhed away like ſmoke, 
and my body is conſumed like an bt nf 
firebrand. 

4. My heart droops like withering 50 
that I negle& my neceſſary ſuſtenance. 12 
5. Through my exceſſive grief, my bones 
cleave to my ſkin. | 

6. I am become like the lonely pelican of 
the wilderneſs, and like the ow! pr” inhabits 
the deſert. 

7. I am anxiouſly vigilant, and reſemble a 
ſparrow fitting ſolitary on the top of a houſe. 

8. My enemies perpetually inſult me, and 
Tived from the viſible manifeſtation of the divine glory in the 
Shechinah, or from the miraculous cloud, whoſe face, or coun- 
tenance, being directed towards the journeying Iſraelites, filled 
them with joy and comfort: Exodus xxv. 22; Pſalm xxxi. 18. 

5. It cannot be diſſembled that this verſe in our Liturgy 
tranſlation is manifeſtly erroneous. / How the words, «vil 
fearce, crept into the text, it is now impoſſible to determine. 
It is ſufficient to obſerve that they are not found in the original, 
and are wholly redundant. The expreffion is parallel to our 
own phraſe, My tin fticks: to my bones :—the effect of leanneſs 
and ſorrow. Two paſſages. very ſimilar to the 4th and 5th 
verſes occur in the Book of Lamentations: Their Ain cleaveth 
to. their bones ; it ic withered, it is become like a. lic: iv. 8. 


— 
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they who are furiouſly intent upon my ruin,/ 
have confederated with an oath againſt me. 
9. I have taſted aſhes as if they had been 
bread; and my drink has been mixed with tears: 
10. And all this ariſing from thy indignation! 
and wrath: for thou didſt. raiſe me to the height: 
of proſperity, and haſt now hurled me from it. 
11. My days are paſſed away like an unſub- 
ſtantial ſhade, and I am withered like graſs. 
12. But thou, O Lord, wilt exiſt for ever, 
as will the memorials of thy power to thier 
lateſt poſterity! - 
13. Thou wilt ariſe, and have mercy upon 
Sion: for this is near the period in which thou 
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9. To caſt a/hes on themſelves, or proſtrate themſelves in 
aſhes, was an act amongſt Eaſtern nations expreſſing deep af- 
fliction, hnmiliation, or penitence. The agent of this ceremony 
could, therefore, ſcarcely fail to zaffe and imbibe this bitter 
food. Thus Fob fate amongst a/hes : ii. 8. See alſo Eſther 
iv. 1; and Jonah iii. 6. 

11. See verſe 4 

12. The reaſon of this apoſtrophe is, that although the 
Pſalmiſt is conſcious that his own days are viſibly declining, - 
yet that the eternity and mercy of the Almighty are commens 
ſurate, and that he will not fail to effectuate the ſolemn pro- 
miſe he had made of reſtoring the people from captivity. © 

I3. The 70 years appointed for the Babylonian captivity | 
vere nearly expired. 
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wilt take compaſhon on her, the time is even 
now almoſt arrived. | 

14. And whence this conſoling anticipation? 
thy faithful ſervants cannot but refle& upon 
her ruins, and it grieves them to ſer her thus 
levelled with the duſt. 

185. Then ſhall the pagan nations MLS thy 
name, O Lord; and all the kings in the world, 
thy majeſty! 

16. When the Lord ſhall rebuild Sion, and 
when his glory ſhall appear again; 

17. When he ſhall have inclined his attention 
to the intreaties of us forlorn captives, and not 
rejected our ſupplication! 

18. This event ſhall be recorded for the pe- 
ruſal of ſubſequent generations, and people 
now unborn ſhall praiſe the Lord for it. 

19. Already he has begun to look down 
from his ſanctuary: from heaven the Lord has 
beholden the earth, 
E__RLM_—_—OAXM_ENMNGcCGG< — — — — 

14. Well might the Jews lament to ſee ſuch deſolation amidſt 
the once noble ſtructures of Jeruſalem. 
15. Pſalm xcix. note on verſe 3. 
16. Sion is here, and in the 13th verſe, the repreſentative of 
Jeruſalem, of which it was the boaſt and ornament. His glory 
means the Shechinah : q. d. when the ark /hall be re-eflabliſhed: 


1 Kings x. 10, 11. 
28. This event means the national reſtoration fromcaptivity 
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20. To hear the lamentations of ſuch as are 
in captivity, and deliver thoſe who are ſentenced 
to deathz 
21. That they may celebrate the name of 
the Lord in Sion, and his worſhip at Jeruſalem, 
22, When the tribes of the whole kingdom 
are aſſembled to adore the Lord. 
23. Nevertheleſs, he reduced my ſtrength in 
the journey of my life, and ſhortened my days. 


24. Then I faid, © O my God, take me not 


away in the midſt of my life! as for thy dura- 
tion, it will exiſt through all eternity! 

25. Thou, Lord, in the beginning didſt lay 
the foundation of the earth, and the heavens 
are the work of thy creation. 

26. They will periſh, but thou wilt endure: 
they will all decay with age like a garment. 


23. The connection between this and the following verſes 
is this: Notevithfanding theſe glorious hopes, I find that through 
continual afflition God has reduced my : but though I 
do not live to ſhare the publick joy for the refſoration, yet thou, 
evho art an everlaſting and immutable God, wilt For fail to 
complete it towards thoſe who ſurvive . 

26, 27. Theſe verſes are quoted in Hebrews i. 11, 12. The 
Pſalmiſt means that all nature, the heaven, or celeftial regions, 
and the earth, will undergo perpetualalterations and viciſſitudes, 
after the manner of a frequent change of raiment, but that the 
Creator will remain eternally and immutably the ſame, 
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27. And as a piece of raiment wilt thou 
change them, and they ſhall be changed; but 
thou art immutably the ſame, and ya duration 
ſhall never ceaſe. 

38. Therefore the poſterity of try Faithful 
ſervants will continue, and their offspring ſhall 
be firmly eſtabliſhed in thy | Exon * 


« PSALM CIII. 
This Pſalm bears the title of David, and is ſuppoſed to have 
been written after his recovery from ſome dangerous 
illneſs. 
PRAISE the Lord, O my ſoul! and let the 
whole energy of my mind adore his ſacred name! 
2. Praiſe the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget 
not any of his favours, . 
3- Who has forgiven all thy ſin, and healed 
all thy diſeaſes; 

4. Who has preſerved thee from death, and 
completed thy recovery with mercy and bene- 
volence; 


5. Who has s farsfcd thee with choice bleſs- 


3. Under the Moſaick diſpenſation diſeaſes were — to 
be the divine puniſhment of n Matthew ix. 2. | 
5+ It is generally underſtood of the eagle, when his feathers 


moult and fall off gradually, and new ones ſucceed, that his 
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ings, renewing thy _ and vigour like thoſe | 
of the eagle. 

6. The Lord executes equity and juſtice, in in 
behalf of all thoſe who are injured by oppreſſion. 

7. He revealed his ordinances to Moſes, his 
miracles to the people of Iſrael. 

8. The Lord abounds in compaſſion and 
mercy; is prone to mild forbearance, and of 
great benignity. 

9. He will not inceſſantly chaſtiſe =y nor 
does he retain his anger for ever. 

10. He has not dealt with us erg ts 


our ſins, nor rewarded us in proportion to our 


iniquities. 
11. For obſerve how high the heaven is in 


compariſon of the earth! thus infinite is his be- 

nevolence towards thoſe who revere him. 

12. Conſider likewiſe how remote the Eaſt 
is from the Weſt! thus diſtant has he ene | 


our ſins from us. 


youth is renewed with his plumage. The fact is, all birds 
have yearly their moulting time, when they ſhed their old, and 
are furniſhed with a new ſtock of feathers. This is moſt ob- 
ſervable in hawks and vultures, and eſpecially in eagles: which, 
even when they are near an hundred years old, caſt their fea 
rc 
ſpring out. | 

8. Pſalm Ixxxvi. 15. 


3 
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13. Nay, as a father compaſſionates his own 
children, ſo is the Lord merciful towards thoſe 
who revere him. 

14. For he knows the materials of which 
we are formed: he remembers that we are but 
duſt. 5 

1 5. The days of men are tranſient as graſs: 
for he flouriſhes like a flower of the field. 

16. As ſoon as the blighting of the wind 
has paſſed over it, it periſnes; and the place 
where it grew ſhall know it no more. 

17. But the benevolent mercy of the Lord 
will operate to all eternity towards thoſe who 
revere him; and his righteous promiſes, through 
numerous generations: 

18. Namely, towards ſuch as obſerve his 
_ covenant, and diligently conform themſelves to 
his injunctions. 


19. The Lord has eſtabliſhed his throne in 


heaven, and his dominion is omnipotent. 
CEC — 

15. The aſſimilation of human life to the tranſitory nature 
of graſs, is a favourite idea throughout the Pſalms: ſee particu- 
. larly Pſalms xxxvii. 2; xc. 5; exxix. 6. 

17. Exodus xx. 6. 

19. This verſe is intended to enforce the repreſentations in 
the preceding; as if the Pſalmiſt had ſaid, Of the divine poaver 
to accompliſh theſe mercies you cannot doubt, the Lord being 
Japreme and omnipotent. 
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20. O praiſe the Lord, ye amongſt the an- 
gels who excel in power! ye that execute his 
commands, and liſten to his mandates! 

21. O praiſe the Lord, all ye angelick ar- 
mies! ye miniſters of his that perform his will! 

22. O adore the Lord, all ye works of his 
creation, throughout the world! praiſe than 
the Lord in an eminent degree, O my ſoul! 


PSALM CIV. 


Though this Pſalm has no title in the original, it is ſaid to 
be David's by all the old verſions, except the Chaldee: 
and certainly the thoughts and expreſſions throughout, 
eſpecially in the former part of it, are ſo lofty and grand, 
that they may well be eſteemed the compoſition of the 
royal prophet. It is univerſally allowed to be one of the 
fineſt poems we have on the works of creation, and pro- 
vidence of God; and is imagined, with great probability, 
to have been compoſed by David, whilſt he was in the 
foreſt of Hareth, (1 Samuel xxii. 5.) ſurrounded by thoſe 
paſtoral ſcenes which he ſo beautifully deſcribes. « For, 
after ſome general obſervations on the works and wiſdom 
of God in the creation, he deſcends to the following par- 
ticulars; the riſe of ſprings, the courſe of rivers, the re- 
treats of fowls and wild beaſts of the foreſt and moun- 
tains; the viciſſitudes of night and day, and their various 

uſes to the animal world; with the dependence of the 

| | 

22. The Pſalmiſt calls on mankind in general to praiſe the 

Lord: but on himſelf in particular, on account of the perſonal 
mercies he had experienced. | 
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whole creation on the Almighty for being and ſubſiſtence. 
He withdraws their breath, and they die; he breathes, 
and they revive: he but opens his hand, and he feeds, he 
ſatisfies them all at once. Theſe are ideas familiar to him; 
and his manner of introducing them plainly ſhews them 
to be the effect of his moſt retired meditations in his ſoli- 
tary wanderings. This 1s one of the Pſalms — 
for the evening ſervice of Whitſunday. 


PRAISE the Lord, O my ſoul! O Lord, my 
God, thou art inexpreſſibly glorious! thou art 
inveſted with majeſty and honour! 

2. Thou adorneſt thyſelf with light as with 
a robe, and extendeſt the heavens as a curtain! 

3. Who lays the foundation of his reſidence 
on the celeſtial waters: uſes the clouds as his 
chariot, and walks upon the wings of the wind. 

| | * 

3. The change of perſon in this verſe has an aukward effect 
in modern language: but the firſt and ſecond perſons are pro- 
miſcuouſly uſed throughout the Pſalm. See verſes 6, 10, 13, 
20, 21, 24, and 31, The language of the latter clauſe is ſo 
truly ſublime, and ſo generally intelligible, that I have made 
very little alteration from our eſtabliſhed tranſlations. But an 
explanation of the figures here uſed by the Pſalmiſt may not 
be unacceptable. He imagines that the Almighty had founded 
the beams, or rafters, of his flate chambers, on the waters of 
heaven, or the clouds. By theſe chambers are meant, though 
not the ſupreme, yet the ſuperior, or middle region of the air, 
which is here deſcribed as an upper ſtory laid firm with beams ; 
accounting the earth and the region of air about it as the 
loweſt ſtory: and this floor is here poetically ſaid to be laid in 
the <waters; i. e. in watery clouds. Now as in the building 

"Y 
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4. His meſſengers are the winds, and his 
ſervants are the flames of heavenly fire. 

5. He has ſo layed the foundations of the 
earth, as that it ſhould be always immoveable. 
6. Thou originally coveredſt it with the 


1 | L 2 


of an upper ſtory there muſt be ſome walls, or pillars to ſup- 
port its weight, and on which the Beams muſt be laid, God 
here, by his own miraculous power, laid, and has ever ſince 
ſupported theſe upper rooms : there being nothing but water 
to ſupport them; a fluid, unſtable body, incapable of ſupport- 
ing itſelf, This, therefore, is another work of his divine power; 
that the waters, which are fluid, and unable to contain them- 
ſelves within their own bounds, ſhould yet hang in the middle 
of the air; and ſerve as walls, or pillars, to ſupport that ns 
of air, which is itſelf another fluid body. 

The clouds axe, with the ſame accommodation to human 
ideas, denominated his chariot, or the wehicle in which the 
Deity conveys himſelf through the air, rides in the evbirkving, 
and directe the florm. In Pſalm xviii. 10, God is likewiſe ſaid 
to have rade upan the cherubims, and to have come fiying upon 
the awings of the wind. The clauds and cherubs, therefore, 
being deputed to the ſame office, that of ſupporting the Deity, 
it will readily be ſuppoſed are ſimilar in meaning. The ange- 
lick ſpixits were anciently ſuppoſed to have been upborne on the 
clouds, and the agency of both to have been uſed by the Creator. 

4. The word angel muſt here be interpreted in its literal 
ſenſe, a meſſenger! as muſt ſpirits, according to the Hebrew, 
air, or the winds : q. d. the executors of his commands are the 
gvinds, and lightning. Thus in Palm cxlvii. 85 the n 
and ſtorm are repreſented as fulfilling his auord. 5 

5. The Pſalmiſt here probably means, according to ancient 
ideas, that the earth. is motionleſs and ſtationary. 
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deep as with a garment, and the waters ſtood 

above the mountains: 

7. But at thy command they retired; at u be 
ſound of thy thunder they ſhrunk down. 

8. They mounted as high as the hills, and 
again ſubſided to the vallies; to the place which 
thou hadſt appointed for their reception. 

9. But thou haſt ſince preſcribed limits to 
them which they never will exceed; nor ſhall 
they turn again to cover the earth. 

10. He unites into rivers, thoſe ſprings 
which flow down the hills. | 

11. All the tame cattle and the wild afles 
drink and quench their thirſt out of them. 
2 „ 

6. In this and the following verſe, the author plainly alludes 
to the Moſaick account of the creation; in which, water is 
repreſented as having covered the whole face of the globe, and 
to have ſubſided at the divine command. 

7. God was ſuppoſed to iſſue his mandates in thunder: 
Pſalm Ixviii. note on verſe 33: and Pfalm xxix. note on verſe 4. 

8. A noble image is here loſt in both our tranſlations, for 
want of obſerving that the ſacred writer is deſcribing the mo- 
tion of the waters in mountains and vallies; when, at God's 
command, they retired from the ſurface of the earth, into the 
places aſſigned for them. This Pſalm will receive much illuſ- 
tration from a compariſon with the firſt chapter of Geneſis; 
and indeed may be conſidered as a kind of comment on it. 


9. The divine decree, E e e is here 
plainly alluded to, 
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12. On the banks of theſe rivers the birds 
of the air take up their abode. in trees, _ 
ſing amongſt the branches. 

13. He waters the hills from his ea 
ſtores: whence the earth is filled, O Lord, 
with the fruits of thy creation! on 

14. He brings forth graſs for the _ 
and herbs for the uſe of men, 

15. That he may produce food from the 
earth, and wine that exhilarates the heart of 
man, and oil to give him a chearful counte- 
nance, and bread to. ſtrengthen his frame. 


11. It is particularly remarkable of the aſſes, that though they 
are too generally eſteemed dull and ſtupid creatures, yet-by pro- 
vidence they are taught the way to the waters through dry and 
ſandy deſerts; and that there is no better guide for the thirſty 
traveller to follow, than the herds of them deſcending to the 
ſtreams, The deſcription here is very pictureſque, of fine 
ſprings in the midſt of ſhady vallies, frequented by a variety 
of beaſts and birds, allured thither by the pleaſantneſs of the 
place, and giving a kind of life and ſociety to it. See verſe 12, 

13. Theſe fruits of creation are ſpecified in the three follow- 
ing verſes. _ 

15. It was uſual in Eaſtern nations to anoint the perſon with 
oil, on occaſions of joy and feſtivity. In thoſe hot countries, 
the cauſe and origin of this cuſtom may eaſily be imagined, 
The oil, which, no doubt, was curiouſly refined and perfumed, 
diffuſed a moſt agreeable fragrance; whilſt its phyfical effects 
eounteracted the languor incident to ſultry climates, and re+ 
cruited the conſtitution with ſpirits and vigour. Oil was, 
throughout the Eaſt, a very precious and important article. 
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156. Hence alſo, God's ſtately trees chaned 
in ſap; namely, thoſe cedars of Lebanon which 
himſelf he planted; | 
1. In which the birds build their neſts: 
and its fir-trees are a dwelling for the ſtork. 
18. The lofty mountains afford a retreat to 
the wild goats, and ſo do the craggy rocks to 
the rabbits. 


16. The cedars of Lebanon are called God trees, and ſaid 
to have been planted by him, becauſe they were of the moſt 
magnificent height, ſize, and extent; and were uſed in building 
the temple. Lebanon was a famous mountain in the north of 
Canaan, and in the ſouth of Syria, is computed to have been 
zoo miles in circumference, and conſiſted of two large hills, 
Libanus and Anti-Libanus. The number of cedars it produces 
are, ſince the days of the Pſalmiſt, greatly diminiſhed. 

17. The flork was an object of adoration to that ingenious 
and enlightened people, the ancient Egyptians: and it is re- 
markable enough that, in modern times, the Dutch are very 
ſolicitous for the preſervation of this bird, in every part of 
their republick. It takes refuge amongſt their towns, and 
builds on the tops of their houſes without moleſtation. There 
it is ſeen reſting familiarly in their ſtreets; protected as well 
by the laws, as by the prejudices of the people. The deſpo- 
tick princedoms of Germany, and the little republicks of Italy, 
have a fimilar reſpect for this animal. Perhaps, the ſtory of 
its filial piety, firſt erroneouſly propagated of the crane, has 
been in part aſcribed to the ſtork, and created that tender 
prejudice in its favour. | 
18. The Pſalmiſt means, that even thoſe parts of the earth 
which may ſeem barren and uſeleſs have yet their purpoſes, 

a 
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19. He appointed the moon for the diviſion 
of ſeaſons, and the ſun knows the time of his 


ſetting. 
20. To this ſucceeds the darkneſs of the 


night, when all the beaſts of the foreſt pos 


themſelves in motion. 
21. The lions roaring after their prey des 


mand their food of providence: 
— —— 
and ſerve to ſhelter certain animals which are adapted to them. 
None who had not contemplated the venerable ſhade and ſtu- 
pendous ſize of the cedars of Lebanon, could have entertained 
thoſe exalted conceptions of them which David here does; viz. 
that they were planted by the hand of God: verſe 16. None 
who had not himſelf taken refuge in the mountains of the auild 
goats, could ſo well, and ſo familiarly, have deſcribed the pur- 
poſes of divine wiſdom: in forming theſe ſolitary ſanctuaries: 
and none but a perſon well acquainted with the fierce inhabi- 
tants of the foreſt could in ſo lively a manner have delineated 
them as we find in verſes 20, 21, and 22. | | 
19. Geneſis i. 14. Thus too the ſon of Sirach: He made the 
moon alſo to ſerve in her ſeaſon, for a declaration of times, and 
a /ign of the world : Eccleſiaſticus xliii. 6, and ſubſ. { 
21. Lions are not endued with great ſwiftneſs of foot to 
purſue thoſe beaſts on which they prey. It is neceſſary, there- 
fore, that this defect ſhould be remedied: and it has been 
affirmed that their very roaring is uſeful.to them for this pur- 
poſe; and that when they cannot overtake their prey, they by - 
that fierce noiſe ſo aftoniſh and terrify the poor beaſts, that 
they fall down before them. - This ſeems probable enough, 
and illuſtrates the Pfalmiſt's expreſſion. The prophet Amos 
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22. When the ſun riſes, they retire,” and 
again repoſe themſelves in their dens. 

23. Then man goes forth to his labour and 
induſtry, till the evening. | 

24. O Lord, how infinitely various are thy 
works! with conſummate wiſdom haſt thou 
created all of them: the earth abounds with 
thy munificence: 

25. So does alſo the vaſt * immenſe 
ocean, wherein glide innumerable animals, 
large and ſmall. | 
26. There paſs the ſhips, and there reſides 
the prodigious whale, whom thou haſt created 
to fport unwieldy amongſt its waters: 

27. All theſe creatures attend on thee, to 
receive their food at the proper ſeaſons: 

28, When thou provideſt it for them, they 
take it: and when thou diſtributeſt thy bounty, 
they ſatisfy themſelves with wholeſome nou- 
riſhment. 

29. When thou withholdeſt thy favour, 
they languiſh: when thou takeſt away their 
breath, they die, and turn to their original duſt. 


has the ſame alluſion, (iii. 4.) Will a lion roar in the foreſt 
when he has no prey? i. e. when he has no prey in view? 

26. In Job xli. is contained a very noble deſcription of he 
prodigious whale, or that Leviathan. 
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230. Again, when thou pronounceſt thy al- 
mighty decree, they continue their exiſtence; 
and thus thou reneweſt theſe inhabitants of the 


earth. 81 

31. This glorious method of Providence 
ſhall exiſt as long as nature laſts: the Lord will 
approve his own diſpenſations. 

32. The earth ſhall tremble at his look: 
if he only touch the mountains, they ſhall 
ſmoke. _ | 

33. Thus will I celebrate the Lord as long 
as I live: thus will I adore my 2 as long 


as I enjoy exiſtence. 


34. And theſe my efuſions ſhall pleaſe him: 


SD ———— 

30. By means of thy creative power, that breath of life 
which thou didſt originally infuſe into living creatures, theſe 
different ſpecies of animals continually multiply themſetves, re- 
new their exiſlence, and repleniſh the earth, and face of nature. 

31. As at the beginning of creation, when he perceived all 
things that he had made to be exceeding good : Geneſis i. 31. 

32. The Pſalmiſt means, that the diſpleaſure of God is ſuf- 
ficient to produce the moſt dreadful convulſions of the earth. 
The latter clauſe is an evident alluſion to the deſcent of the 
Deity on Mount Sinai: Exodus xix. It muſt alſo be obſerved, 
that the divine preſence was ſuppoſed to reſide in the clouds, 
whence the thunder and lightning proceeded: at the look of 
him may therefore well refer to the latter; and the contact of 
thoſe clouds with the mountains producing ignition and expla- | 
ſions, they might be juſtly ſaid, when thus * ab lim, / to 
ſmoke. 
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for this ſacred devotion ſhall conſtitute my ſole 
delight. 

35. As for ſinners, they and their families 
will be extirpated from the earth, and impious 
men will be totally ruined: be it thy buſineſs, 
O my ſoul, pens, and inceſſantly to adore 
the Lord! 


PSALM CV. 


It appears from 1 Chronicles xvi. 8, that David was the 
author of at leaſt the firſt part of this Pſalm, after his 
obtaining ſeveral ſignal victories oyer the Philiſtines: and 
he himſelf, probably, enlarged it afterwards with the glo- 
rious detail of the mercies of God to the anceſtors of the 
Jews from the days of Abraham. There are ſome few 

variations but of little conſequence, in this Pſalm, and 
that found in x Chronicles xvi; but what follows from 
thence to the end is different in both. 


O Offer grateful homage to the Lord, and 
invoke his name! proclaim to the people his 
wonderful interpoſitions! 

2. Let him be the adorable ſubje& of your 
publick hymris, and let your diſcourſe illaſtrate 
his miraculous providence. 

3. Take delight in his facred worſhip! let 
the hearts of thoſe rejoice who devoutly ſerve 
the Lord! 
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4. Worſhip the Lord and his almighty 
power! rely on his protection for ever! 

5. Remember the wonderful works that 10 
has performed, his prodigies, and the judgments 
he pronounced, | 

6. O ye poſterity of Abraham, his . 
ye deſcendants of Jacob, whom he ſelected! 

7. He is the Lord our God: the effects of 
his power are viſible throughout the world. 

8. He has always been mindful of his cove- 
nant and promiſe, which he entered into with 
numerous unborn generations, 

9. Namely, the covenant that he made with 
Abraham, and the oath that he ſwore to Iſaac; 

10, Which he alſo appointed to Jacob as a 
law, and to Iſrael as a permanent. compact, 

11. Saying, © Unto thee will I give the 
land of Canaan, to be divided by lot amongſt 


your tribes,” 


5. Againſt the Egyptians: Exodus iii, vii, vii, ix, and x. 

6. Jacob was ſelected in preference to — as the father of 
the ſacred family: Geneſis xxi. 12. 

9. Geneſis xv. 17, 18. r 

10. Geneſis xxviii. {41 ind Buodus Hal. 56; 0, | 
414 Te the crdinatice of this e by h RE TTER 
bers xxvi. 55, 
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12. When as yet but a few Iſraelites were 
there, and they ſtrangers in the land, 

13. At the time they were wandering from 
one nation to another, from one kingdom to 
another people, | 
14. He ſuffered no man to wrong them, but 
reproved even kings for their ſakes: 

15. Moleſt not thoſe whom I have anointed 
to future empire, and commit no injury to- 
wards my prophets!” 

16. Moreover, he brought a famine on the 
land, and deſtroyed all the proviſion . 
from bread. 

17. But he had vrovidendally ſent a man 
into Egypt as a harbinger before the Iſraelites; 
namely, Joſeph, who was ſold as a ſlave, 


12. So little proſpect was there, at the time this promiſe was 
made, of the Iſraelites becoming maſters of the land of Canaan, 
that they were hardly able to protect themſelves from being 
deſtroyed in it: Geneſis xxiii. 4. 

13. Through divers parts of Canaan; thence to Egypt and 
to Gerar: Geneſis xii. 6, 10; and xx. 1. 

14. Geneſis xii, 16; xx. 3; and xxxi. 24. 

15. From this generation of migrant Iſraelites deſcended 
an illuſtrious race of kings and prophets, famous throughout 
the annals of the Jewiſh empire. Abraham, in particular, was 
already a great prince and prophet : Geneſis xx. 7; and xxul. 6. 

16, Geneſis xli. 54. h 

17. Geneſis xly. 5. 


_— 
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18, Whoſe legs the Egyptians galled with 
fetters; the iron of which corroded his fleſh. 

19. Until the time arrived when the truth 
of his cauſe was known, God's wiſdom tried 
him with this afflition, 

20. Then the king ſent and delivered him: 
the prince of the people reſtored him to his 
liberty. | 

21. He alſo made him the viceroy of his 
dominions, and governor over all his poſſeſſions, 

22. That he might command his princes 
according to his own pleaſure; and teach his 
counſellors wiſdom. 

23. After that, Iſrael came into Egypt, and 


Jacob was a ſojourner in the country of Ham. 
D / f f x x x x x x x x . ——̃̃— 

18. Geneſis xxxix. 20. Though the hiſtory of Joſeph con- 
tains no ſpecifick account of his being put into fetters, and of 
his legs or feet being galled, there can be no doubt, as the 
crime alleged againſt him was ſo great, that agreeably to the 
prevailing cuſtom he was faſt bound in miſery and iron: the 
conſequences of which very naturally might be ſuch as are here 
deſcribed by the Pſalmiſt. Beſides, when David wrote, this 
circumſtance might have been preſerved in tradition. 

20. Geneſis xli. 14. 

21. Geneſis xli. 40, and ſubſ. 

22. The great men were commanded to receive their in- 
ſtructions from him only: Geneſis xli. 44. 

23. God changed the name of Jacob to that of Iſrael; Ge- 
neſis xxxii. 28. The country of Ham is but a poetical repetition 
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24. And God extremely increaſed his choſen 

people, and made them more powerful than 
their perſecutors; 

25. Whoſe minds were fo changed, that they 
hated his people, and dealt artfully with his 
ſervants. 

26. Then he ſent his ſervant Moſes, and 
Aaron his choſen agent: 

27. And they diſplayed his miracles amongſt 
them, and wonders in the country of Ham. 

28. He ſent darkneſs, and it was dark: yet 
they were not obedient to his command, 


of Egypt; and is ſo called, becauſe Mizraim, the ſon of Ham, 
was its firſt planter; and his name is the Hebrew term for 
Egypt. 

24. At their firſt arrival in Egypt, the number of Ifraclites 
did not exceed ſeventy! yet did they multiply and wax ſo ex- 
ceeding mighty, that the land was filled with them : Exodus 1.9. 

25. Let us, ſaid the king of Egypt, deal wiſely with them. 
For his contrivances, ſee Exodus 1. 

27. Exodus vii, viii, ix, and x. 

28. The former clauſe of this verſe is ſo e and 
fublime a pleonaſm in its literal ſtate, that I have not adven- 
tured to alter it. It is ſomewhat ſimilar to the great original 
fat, and its execution, Let there be light !—and there was 
light! The darkneſs here alluded to well deſerves the ſignifi- 
cant account here given of it: for it was darkneſs over the 
evhole land, which might be felt! For the divine command, 
ſee Exodus iv. 22, 23. There was a ſingular propriety in 
darkneſs being ſent on this occaſion. The Egyptians, it is well 
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29. Then he turned their waters into blood, 
and the fiſh periſhed, 

30. Their land ſwarmed * frogs, which 
infeſted even their king's bed.chamber, | 

31. God gave the command, and there ap- 
peared all ſorts of flies and lice throughout 
the 22 country. 

He ſhowered on them hailſtones inſtead 
410 rain, and lightning flaming on the ground; 

33. Which blaſted their vines and fig- trees, 
and deſtroyed all the trees of the land. 

34. Again he gave the command; when lo- 
cuſts appeared, and caterpillars innumerable, 
which devoured all the graſs of the field, and 
conſumed all the fruits of the earth. 

35. Laſtly, he deſtroyed the firſt- born of 


man and beaſt throughout their whole king- 
————— ↄ2•ↄ.— 
known, worſhipped the ſun, moon, and ſtars: God therefore, 
to demonſtrate his ſuperiority over theſe pretended deities, ex- 
tinguiſhed or intercepted their ſplendour. This was a pheno- 
menon the more portentous to the Egyptians, as their ſæy was 
naturally clear and ſerene to a remarkable degree. 

29. Exodus vii. 20; and Pſalm Ixxviii. 45. 

30, 31. Exodus viii. 3, 17, 24; and Pſalm Ixxviii. 46. 

32, 33. Exodus ix. 23, 25, and ſubſ. and Pſalm Ixxviii. 48, 49. 

34. Exodus x. 12, &c. and Pſalm Ixxviii. 47. | 

35+ Exodus xi. 5; xii. 29; and Pſalm IXxvili. 52. 
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dom, even the moſt conſiderable part of * 
national ſtrength. 

36. He then accompanied the deliverance 
of his people with ſupplies of gold and ſilver: 
nor was there an infirm perſon in any of their 
tribes. ö 
357. The Egyptians rejoiced at their depar- 

ture: for they were juſtly afraid of them. 

38. He extended a cloud for their protection, 
and a flame of fire to illuminate them during 
the night. 

39. At their demand, he ſupplied them with 
quails; and ſatisfied them with food from heaven. 

40. He likewiſe opened the ſolid rock, and 
water guſhed out, ſo that ſtreams ran in the 
dry places. | 

41. And whence theſe miracles? He remem- 
bered his facred promiſe, and Abraham his 
favoured ſervant. 

442. Therefore he delivered his people with 
joy, and his choſen race, with triumph; 
43. And gave them the land of the pagans, 

CNEL 

36. Exodus xii. 35, 36. | 


38. Pſalm xcix. note on verſe 7. 

39. Exodus xvi. 12, 13; and Pſalm Ixxviii. note on verſe 25. 
41. Exodus xvii. 6; and Numbers xx. 22. 

42+ Geneſis xv. 14, and 18. | 
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the fruits of whoſe labours they took into their 
own poſſeſſion, 

44. That they might fulfil his ARA 
and obſerve his laws. 


PSALM CVI. 


The firſt and two laſt verſes of this Pſalm are given us as 
David's in 1 Chronicles xvi. It is therefore moſt probable 
that the whole of it was compoſed by him; particularly 
as the ſubject is very ſimilar to that of the preceding 
Pſalm: only that here, beſides commemorating God's 
mercies towards their forefathers, he reproves the Iſraelites 
for the ungrateful return they made. Some, however, 
think that it was compoſed during the captivity: an opi- 
nion which is much countenanced by the 4th and 5th 
verſes. The beginning of this Pſalm in the Hebrew, and 
in our Bible copy, is, Praiſe the Lord: whence its title 
is A Hallelujah. 

O Offer grateful praiſes to the-Lord, for he 
is r and his mercy is inexhauſt ible! 
Who can expreſs the wonderful opera- 
tions of the Lord, or diſplay his adorable 
power? 
3- Happy alone are they who always obſerve 
his laws, and act righteouſly. 
44. That being no longer moleſted by enemies, they might at 


leiſure devote themſelves to the ferwice of that Cad won 200 | 
brought them to ſuch a land of comforts. 
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4- Remember me, O Lord, in conformity 
to the favour which thou entertaineſt towards 
thy people! O viſit me with thy deliverance! 

5. That I may witneſs the felicity of thy 
choſen race, unite in joy with thy people, and 
offer thee my gratitude together with thy own 
faithful ſervants, 

6. We have ſinned as wine as did our 

anceſtors: we, like them, have done amiſs, and 
acted impiouſly. 
F. They regarded not thy miracles in Egypt, 
neither did they preſerve thy great goodneſs in 
remembrance, but were refractory in their way 
to the ſea, namely, to the Red ſea. 

8. Nevertheleſs, he aſſiſted them for the ſake 
of his name, and that he might cauſe his power 
to be acknowledged. 

9. He repelled the Red ſea and it was dried 
up: ſo he conducted them through the deep, 
as through a wilderneſs; 

2 Ee een nm 
7. Exodus xiv. 10. The Red Sea is a ſtreight, ſeparating 
Afia from Africa, now known likewiſe by the name of the 
Arabian Gulph; and lies Eaſt of Egypt. It received its origi- 
nal denomination from the colour of its ſurface, which 1s co- 


vered with red ſpots. Theſe have been found to proceed from 
a plant that overſpreads the bottom of that ſea, the leaves and 


particles of which float in prodigious quantities to the top. 
9. Exodus xiv. 16. 
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10. Preſerved them from the power of their 
adverſaries, and reſcued them from the domi- 
nion of their enemy. 

11. As for their perſecutors, che: waters 
overwhelmed them: not one was left. 

12. Then our anceſtors believed God's aſ- 
ſurances, and adored him wa a hymn of gra- 
titude, 

13. But within a ſhort time, they flint his 
miracles; and would not await his providence: 

14. But indulged unreaſonable fancies in the 
wilderneſs, and wiſhed to try the power 4 
God in the deſert. 

15. Then he gratified their deſire: but 
withal inflicted on them miſery and deſtruction. 

16. Afterwards, they provoked Moſes in the 

12. Exodus xiv. 31. This hymn or ſong of Moſes is in Ex- 
odus xv. I 
'13- Arie water af Mens Sh 


14. This account of their perverſeneſs is recorded likewiſe 
in Pſalm Ixxviii. 18—21. 


15. For avhile the meat cuat yet in their mouths, ſays the 
hiſtorian in another place, (Pſalm Ixxviii. 31.) the heavy wrath 
of God came upon them, Mc. Leanneſs is a frequent term in 
n ſee particularly Iſaiah x. 163 and 

v. 16. | 

I6, They mutinied againſt both of hen, and eyen queſtioned 
their divine commiſſion: Numbers xvi. 3. | 


\ 
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camp, and Aaron that holy man appointed by 
the Lord. 

17. So the. earth opened, and ſwallowed 
Dathan, and overwhelmed the whole family of 
Abiram. 

18. Lightning alſo appeared amongſt them; 
the flame of which conſumed the reſidue of 
theſe impious murmurers. 

19. They then fabricated a calf near Horeb: 
and worſhipped the melted image. 

20. Thus they degraded their own glorious 
object of adoration, into the ſimilitude of a calf 

fed with hay. 

21. And forgot God their deliverer, who 
had wrought ſuch miracles in Egypt; 

22. Wonderful deeds in the country of 
Ham, and awful events near the Red Sea. 


17. Only two of the ſufferers are here recorded. The 
third was Korah. For a detail of this tremendous Judgment, 
ſee Numbers xvi. 32. : 

18. Numbers xvi. 35. | 

19. Exodus xxxii. 6. Horeb and Sinai were tops of the ſame 
mountain, and are frequently mentioned indiſcriminately.— 
Thus in Acts vii. 30, St. Stephen calls that Sinai, which the 
Pſalmiſt here names Horeb. This image of a calf, Aaron for- 
med by fuſion from the golden ear- rings worn by the Ifraclites, 
and faſhioned it with a graving tool. They were corrupted 
into this idol-worſhip by their reſidence in Egypt. The calf 
was probably an imitation of the Egyptian — 
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23. Therefore he declared that he would 
have deſtroyed them, had not Moſes, his ſe- 
lected ſervant, oppoſed himſelf to this torrent 
of vengeance, as in a breach; to avert his 
dreadful indi gnation, and fave them from de- 
ſtruction. 

24. After this, they undervalued the delight- 
ful land of Canaan; and gave no credit to the 
divine promiſe; » 

25. But murmured throughout their en- 
campment, and attended not to the directions 
of the Lord. 


DE I — — 
22. Pſalm Ixxviii, 13; cv. 23; &. ü 
23. The diſintereſted behaviour of Moſes on this occaſion 

was truly noble. God threatened to extirpate the Iſraelites, 

and to raiſe himſelf up a new people out of the houſe of Moſes. 

This declaration, ſo flattering to human ambition, the good 

man withſtood ; and even ſupplicated the Almighty to pardon 

the refractory people who were placed under his guidance: 

Exodus xxxii. 10, and ſubſ.; and Numbers xiv. 12. | 
24, 25. To the ſpies, who were ſent to examine the ſtate of 

Canaan, and all of whom, one excepted, brought home the ridi- 

culous report, that the land through which they went to ſearch, 

it was a land that eat up its own inhabitants, that there they 
ſaw giants, that the ſpies were in their own fight as graſt- 
hoppers, c. the Iſraelites, credulous of the words and power 
of man, but diſtruſtful of that Providence which had hitherto 
ſo wonderfully protected them, and which had given them the 

moſt ſacred aſſurances that they ſhould poſſeſs that land, paid im- 

plicit credit; and entered into the moſt offenſive murmurs againſt 

God and their leaders: Exodus xiii. 32, 33; and xiv. 1, 2. 
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26. Then he raiſed his head, finally to de- 
ſtroy them in the wilderneſs; 

27. To reject their poſterity amongſt the 
Gentiles, and to diſperſe them amongſt the pa- 


gan nations. 
28. They likewiſe attached themſelves to 


the worſhip of Baal-Peor, and partook of ſa- 
crifices offered to that lifeleſs idol. 


— . —— — 
— 


25. God commanded them to return into the wilderneſs by the 
abay of the Red Sea : but they thought proper to diſobey him, 
after Moſes had aſſured them that the Lord avas not amongst 
them, and, relying on their own ſtrength, encountered the Ama- 
lekites and Canaanites, who totally defeated, them: Numbers 
xiv. 22, 42, 45. | 

26. Numbers xiv. 22, 23, 29. 

28. And Iſrael joined himſelf unto Baal-Peor : Numbers xv, 
23 3- Baal was an idol, whoſe temple was on Mount Peor in 
Moab. He was an obſcene deity, worſhipped with rites and 
ceremonies ſimilar to thoſe of the Roman Priapus. To partake 
of ſacrifices offered to that lifeleſs idol, implied a participation 
in all the obſcene rites that followed: when the devotees, having 
eat and drunk, ro/e up to play. And hence, probably, it is, as 
well as from the tacit acknowledgement that the deity whoſe 
- conſecrated banquet they partook of was real, that St, Paul is 
ſo ſtrenuous in diſſuading his converts from being preſent at 
idol-feaſts. The ancient idolatry comprehended all impurity: 
and not only permitted, but injoined as religious ceremonies, 
the moſt licentious and unnatural debaucheries: Romans i. 21, 
to the end. How little did the pious writer of this Pſalm 
imagine that his ſon and ſucceſſor would revive all theſe extra- 
Vagances, build temples to various idols, and offer every inſult 
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29. Thus they incenſed God with their 
extravagance3; ; and the plague raged amongſt 
them. | KEE bf 
30. Then aroſe Phinehas, and made an atone- 
ment; and ſo the plague ceaſed: d 

31. And this was imputed to him as a me- 
ritorious action, to the lateſt poſterity. x. 

32. Before this period they provoked him 
at the Waters of Strife: inſomuch that he * 
niſhed Moſes through their fault: {> 
to the majeſty of heaven, which his imagination could deviſe? 
See the whole account of this lamentable deviation of Solomon 
in 1 Kings xi.: where it appears that in his old age he had no 
fewer than ſeven hundred aui ves, and three hundred contubines, 
belonging to idolatrous and prohibited nations, who"turned 


away his heart after other gods 
29. This plague ſwept away twenty-four thouſand of them: 


Numbers xxv. 9. 


zo. Our Liturgy tranſlation ſays that he prayed; the Bible, 
that he executed judgment. The true meaning of the original 
term, as appears from Numbers xxv. 13, (in which chapter 
oe crimns men IING 
given it. | 


31. His conduct was remunerated by an entailment of the 


prieſthood in his family: Numbers xxv. 11, &c. 


32. This was a previous offence, recorded in Nambire xx. 
The Waters of Strife is a literal tranſlation of the word Meri- 
bah; the term by which, on account of the Iſraelites friving 
or contending with God, theſe waters were diſtinguiſhed. 
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33. Becauſe they ſo irritated his mind, that 
he uſed great indiſcretion of ſpeech. 

34. Nor, afterwards, did they deſtroy the 
Pagan nations, as the Lord had enjoined them; 

35. But aſſociated themſelves with them, 
and learned their practices: 

36. Inſomuch that they worſhipped their 
idols, which were the cauſe of their deſtruction: 
nay, they facrificed their ſons and daughters to 
infernal ſpirits; 

37. And ſhed innocent blood, even the 
blood of their own children; whom they de- 
voted to the idols of Canaan: and the land was 
defiled with blood. 


_ _————__—— 
33. Hear now, ye rebels, ſaid Moſes, muſt we fetch you 
evater out of this rock? thereby aſſuming to himſelf a power, 
which belonged ſolely to the Almighty. This anadviſed ſpeech 
God puniſhed by excluding him from Canaan: Numbers xx. 
Io; Deuteronomy iii. 26; iv. 21; and xxxiv. 4. 
34. Deuteronomy vil. 2. 8 

35. The Iſraelites not only ſuffered them to live, but entered 
into a league and covenant with them, intermarried amongſt | 
them, and adopted their — practices: Judges ii. 2; 
and iii. 5, 6, 7. 

36. Judges i ii. IT; vi. 1; &c. The immolation of children 
to their deities, in times of extremity, was a frequent and ge- 
neral practice amongſt ancient heathen nations. 

37- The reality of this *horrid cuſtom might almoſt be 
doubted, if it were not too well atteſted by ſacred and profane 


—_— 
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38. Thus were they polluted by their own 
practices, and deviated i into the moſt libidinous 


inventions. 


39. Therefore the indi gnation of the Lord 
was inflamed againſt his people; ech that 


he ES his choſen race; 


o. And ſurrendered them to the power of 
. - 
hiſtory. By all thoſe nations which the Ifraclites were com- 


manded to extirpate, children were burnt alive in the arms of 
a brazen idol, heated for that purpoſe, in order to avert the 


divine wrath, or obtain bleſſings: and the cries of the victims 


were overcome by the ſound of drums, and other inſtruments. 
This dreadful rite is intended under the expreſſion of letting 
ſeed paſs through the fire to Molech : Leviticus xviii. 21. An 
inſtance of the practice may be found in 2 Kings iii. 27; when 
the king of Moab, finding the battle was too flrong for him, 
took his eldeſt ſon that ſhould have reigned in his ftead, and of+ 
fered him for a burnt-offering upon the wall, to appeaſe the 
anger of his idol Chemoſh. Thus likewiſe in allufion to this 
cuſtom the prophet ſays, Shall I give my fin- born for my 
tranſgreſſon, the fruit of my body for the fin of my foul? 
Micah vi. 7. 

38. The expreſſion in the original, that they quent a auho- 


ring after their own inventions, will be eſteemed peculiarly 


juſt and ſignificant, when the nature of the pagan worſhip is 
conſidered, which conſiſted of the moſt extravagant impurities. 
Their groves and high places were conſecrated to theſe pur- 
Poſes; and therefore it is that the Iſraelites are throughout 
ſcripture ſo frequently commanded to deſtroy them. Thence 
alſo the prophet inveighs againſt thoſe who inflamed tbemſelvos 
with idols under every green tree: Jeremiah Ivu. 3. 
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the heathen; and theſe nations, who ſtill hated 
* became their conquerors. 

Their enemies oppreſſed chem, and held 
ney in ſubjection. 

42. Frequently did he emancipate them: but 
ſtill they rebelled againſt him with their idola- 
trous inventions, and were humbled for their 
wickedneſs. 
43. Nevertheleſs, when he perceived their 
adverſity, he liſtened to their ſupplication: 

44. He remembered his covenant, and com- 
paſſionated them, according to his unbounded 
mercies: and even induced their conquerors to 
take pity on them, 

45. In the ſame manner, deliver us now, 
O Lord our God, and collect us from amongſt 
the pagans, that we may render grateful 


— — 
— 


40. The king of Canaan mightily oppreſſed them for twenty 
years : Judges iv. 3. 

41. They were conquered by the Meſopotamians, Moabites, 
Midianites, Amalekites, Philiſtines, and Amorites, and became 
tributary to them: Judges iii. 8, 12; x. 7, and ſubſ. 

42. Thus God raiſed up Deborah and Barak; whoſe counſel 
and valour united, delivered Ifrael from Jabin and Siſera: 
Judges iv. 4, and ſubſ. 

43. Judges x. 10, and ſubſ. 

44. For this covenant, ſee Geneſis xv. 18. The compaſſion 
of the victors was ſhewn in admitting · them to be tributaries, 
nſtead of extirpating them. 
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praiſes to thy holy name, and glory in thy 
goodneſs! 

46. Adored be the Lord God of Iſrael. 
through all eternity! and let all the people ſay 
cc Amen!” 7 
ee 

46. This verſe concludes in the original, and in the Bible 
tranſlation, with the Hallelujah, Praiſe the Lord! in accordance 


with the terminations of all the other diviſions of the Pſalms. 
; — 


The End of the Fourth Diviſion, 


A 
LIBERAL VERSION 


OF 


THE PSALMS. 


F, 


The Fifth and Laſt Diviſion. 


PSALM CVII. ' 


This Pſalm, which celebrates the goodneſs of God in deli- 
vering men from the dangers of the ſea, impriſonment, 
famine, diſeaſe, and many other calamities incident to 
human life, was probably written not long after the na- 
tional emancipation from captivity. It was evidently 
compoſed to be ſung in parts: one verſe, viz. the 8th, 
which occurs four times, being performed by the chorus. 
There is alſo-another double verſe, or burthen, viz. the 
6th, which is repeated in the 13th, 19th, and 28th. We 
may ſuppoſe one ſide of the choir to have begun with the 
firſt of the parts, and then the other fide to have taken 
the ſecond; and ſo on. It is with great propriety appointed 
in the forms of prayer to be uſed at ſea, The author is 
unknown. 


O offer grateful praiſes to the Lord; for he 
is gracious, and his mercy is inexhauſtible! 
2. Let them in particular unite in gratitude, 
whom the Lord has reſcued; and delivered 
from the power of their enemies, 
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3. And collected them out of the different 
provinces; from the Eaſt and Weſt, the North 
and South. 

4. They wandered in the wilderneſs out of 
their right road, and found no city to reſt in. 

5. Hungry and thirſty, they were ready to 
expire through weakneſs. 

6. So they ſupplicated the Lord in this ex- 
tremity: and he relieved them from their diſtreſs. 
7. He conducted them to the right road, 


3. The Jews, during both their captivities, were diſperſed, | 
in the various offices of ſlavery, throughout the empires of 
Egypt and Babylon, 

4. The paſſage of the Ifraclites through the wilderneſs, 
which forms the ſubject of this and the three following verſes, 
was not conducted with that regularity which might have 
been expected, if they had known their route, received ſup- 
plies of proviſion, and enjoyed the various accommodations 
which are common in ordinary journies. On the contrary, 
they depended conſiderably on preternatural affiſtance; and, 
no doubt, experienced many hardſhips and diſappointments, 
in a period of forty years* wandering, which are not ſpecified 
in the hiſtory, but which were well known by tradition, and 
are alluded to in theſe verſes. For an account of the nume- 
rous migrations of the Iſraelites after their deliverance from 
Egypt, ſee Numbers xxxiii. - 

5. Their apprehenſions of famine and diſtreſs for water may 
be found in Exodus xv, 221 xvi, 3; xvii. 1; and Numbers xx. 2. 

7. This city obere they dabelt, as the Liturgy tranſlation 
expreſſes it, or according'to-the Bible copy, a city of Babitas 
tion, means the land of Canaan; in which the wandexers were 
* to reſt. 


a? 
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that 0 0 arrive at the xe place where ey 
reſted. 

8. Cherns. ] O that men would craters 
adore the Lord for his goodneſs, and proclaim 
the miracles that he executes in favour of man- 
kind. a 

9. For he fatisfies the thirſty, ang fills the 
hungry with plenty. 

10. Such alſo as fate in dacknefa; nd dh 
the dominion of death, bowed down n mi- 


ſery and fetters, 


11. (Becauſe they had rebelled againſt the 
injunctions of the Lord, and diſregarded the 
admonitions of the Supreme Being) 

9. This verſe is in direct alluſion to the 5th. Empty, which 


is more properly rendered in the Bible copy) longing, IJ have 
therefore explained by the ſame term, viz. thirſty. The' word 


ſoul, uſed in the original and in our tranſlations, here ſignifies 


nne bet Ifaiah - 
xxxii. 6, &c. | 
10. Here the Pſalmiſt takes into 3 the . * 


circumſtances of the Babyloniſh captivity. The word Jpadoew | 


ſo frequent throughout ſcripture, beſides its ordinary meaning, 
ſignifies, in. its compound ſtate, influence, power, dominion, or 
auſpices. Thus under the ſhadow of God's wings, means un- 


der his prote&ion : and under the ſhadow of death, denotes 


under its dominion ; as the.Jewiſh captives undoubtedly were, 
in their miſerable ſtate, bowed down with miſery 1 15 
II, 12. Plalm cvi. 3, 42, &c. ; 
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12. He chaſtiſed with the moſt heart-break. 
ing affliction: they were ruined, and none 
could aſſiſt them. | 

13. So when they ſupplicated the Lord in 
this extremity, he relieved them from their 
_ diſtreſs. 

14. For he reſcued them from their fine of 
darkneſs, and from the dominion of death, and 
ſtruck off their chains. 

15. Chorus.] O that men ads therefore 
adore. the Lord for his goodneſs, and proclaim 
the miracles that he executes in favour of man- 
kind! 

16. For he has deſtroyed the priſon-doors 
of braſs, and ſmitten the iron bolts aſunder. 

17. Theſe fooliſh men were puniſhed for 
their offences, and on account of their tranſ- 
greſſions: 

* 18. Their ſtomachs loathed all ſorts of food, 
and they approached faſt to death: 


— 
— 


17. Folly and vice are in ſcripture language frequently ſyno- 
nimous terms. Thus in Pſalm xiv. 1, &c. The Ifraclites 
brought on themſelves the miſeries of captivity) by their own 
impieties. 

18. The hard living to which they were ſubje& under their 
taſk-maſters, together with their unremitted labour, naturally 
produced that loathing of food, which leads to death. 
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19. So when they ſupplicated che Lord i in chis 
extremity, he relieved them from their diſtreſs. 

20. He iſſued his mandate, and recovered 
them: and they were preſerved from deſtruction. 

21. Chorus. ] O that men would therefore 
adore the Lord for his goodneſs, and proclaim 
the miracles that he executes in favour of man- 
kind! | 

22. That they would offer to him the ſa- 
crifice of gratitude, and joyfully recount his 


operations! 


23. They who nnd the ſea in ſhips, and 
purſue their buſineſs amid the great waters, 


—— 

20. The Pſalm thus far may be conſidered as having an 
equal reference to the Egyptian and Babyloniſh captivities; 
(the chief circumſtances of which are blended by the author) 
and to the deliverance from both. 

23. From this verſe to the 3oth, the Pſalmiſt gives a general 
deſcription of maritime dangers and deliverances: but from 
the 33d to the end, I am inclined to think he glances at the 
particular miracles and mercies experienced by the Iſraelites, 
_ eſpecially in their departure from Egypt, when the floods be- 
came as @ wilderneſs, and the wwater-ſprings were dried up, to 
give them a paſſage through the Red Sea; when a ſanding 
| water appeared in the wilderneſs, and water-ſprings in the 
dry ground, for their comfort and ſuſtenance; when they were 
permitted in the promiſed country to ſoxv their land, and plant 
vineyards, and though evil-treated through tyrants, and avan- 
dering out of the away in the wilderneſs, (Pfalm cvii. 4, and the 
note) were yet helped out of miſery, and conducted to their 
proper houſbolds, like a flock of ſheep. | 


— 
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24. Theſe men ſee the operations of the 
Lord, and his wonders in the deep. | 
25. For at his command the ſtormy wind 
ariſes, which ſwells the waves of the. ocean. 
26, They mount up to 'the ſky, and fink 
again into the deep:. their ſoul becomes " 
with conſternation. 
27. They reel backwards and raw} and 
ſtagger like men intoxicated, and almoſt loſe 
their ſenſes: | 
28. So when they p ene the Lord in this 
extremity, he relieves them from their diſtreſs, 


29. For he cauſes the ſtorm to ceaſe, ſo that 
the waves are calmed 

| 30. Then they rejoice, becauſe they are in 
fafety and peace: and thus he brings them to 
their deſired harbour. 

31. Chorus.] O that men would therefore 
adore the Lord for his goodneſs, and proclaim 
the miracles that he executes in favour of the 
children of men! 

32. That they would magnify him in the 
aſſembly of the people, and adore him from - 
the ſeat of the elders; 

33- Who converts rivers into a wilderneſs 
and dries up the fountains. 


” 
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34. A fruitful country he renders barren, 
on account of the wickedneſs of its inhabitants. 

35. Again, he cauſes the wilderneſs to be- 
come an expanſe of water, and ſprings to pros 
ceed from dry ground. 

36. And there he ſettles thoſe who pine for 


want, that they may build themſelves a city wo | 


reſide in: 

37. That they may * their land, and ud 
vineyards, to yield them the moſt Pen 
fruits. 

38. He bleſſes them ſo that they become 
very numerous, and ſuffers not even their cattle 
to decreaſe. 

39. And again, when they are diminiſhed 
in numbers, and fadly reduced, through op- 


preſſion, through any ſort of calamity or trouble, 


40. Though he permit them to be ill treated 


34. Agreeably to the denunciation in Leviticus xxvi. 26, 29 


by which, even the fruitful country of Canaan was to be ren- 
dered barren, for the puniſhment of its inhabitants. 

35. Thus the prophet: I will open rivers in high places, 
and fountains in the midſt of the valleys : I will make the wit- 
derneſs a pool of water ; and the dry land, Avings of waters | 
Iſaiah xli. 18. | 

40. Theſe . Nebuchad- 
nezzar; or the tyrannical oppreſſors of the Ifraclites in general, 
in the captivity under each monarch. A particular account of 


125 
— 
N * 
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6 * 


by tyrants, and let them wander out of their 


road in the wilderneſs, 
41. Yet he reſcues the aMliged out of mi. 


ſery; and provides receptacles for them, as for 
| a flock of ſheep. 

42. Good men will ſeriouſly conſider this 
ſubje&, and rejoice; and the objections of the 
wicked ſhall be ſilenced. : | 

43. Thoſe who are wiſe will reflect on theſe 
diſpenſations: and ſuch perſons will comprehend 
the cauſes of the divine mercy. 


PSALM CVIII. 


This Pfalm is a compilation from the lviith, and Ixth. It 
begins with the 8th verſe of the former, and proceeds to 
the end of that Pſalm: the 6th verſe of the preſent Pſalm 

. correſponds to the 5th of the lxth, and likewiſe proceeds 
to the end of that Pſalm. It is a celebration of David's 
victories, particularly at the taking of Rabbah, recorded 
in 2 Samuel xii. 29: but whether it was thus compiled by 
him, is uncertain. The variations in this from the lviith 
and Ixth are ſuch only as might ariſe from an imperfect 

recollection in the author or compiler, and from ſome 
change in circumſtances. This is one of the Pſalms ap- 
pointed for the evening ſervice of Aſcenſion-Day. 


= 
the Babylonian conqueſt may be found in 2 Kings xxiv. 10. 


See alſo Pſalm cvii. 4. 
41. As a ſhepherd ſecures his fockin their hou/bold, the fold- 


a 


* 


1e 6 ©S 
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O God, my heart is ready, my heart is ready! 


1 will ſing and offer praiſe with the moſt noble 


member I poſleſs. . | 

2. Awake, O lute and harp! 1 myſelf will 
awake full early. 

3. I will render gratitude to thee amongſt 
our own people: I will adore thee with vocal 
praiſes amongſt the neighbouring nations. 

4. For thy mercy is more immenſe than 
the * from earth to the {ky; and thy vera- 
city extends to the clouds. 

5. Diſplay thy pre- eminence, O God, over 
heaven; and thy glorious 9 over the 
earth ! 

6. That thy choſen people may be delivered, 
let thy mighty power preſerve them, and hear 
thou my petition! 

7. God has uttered the decree in his ſanctu- 


* 


1. That is, with his tongue; which in ſcriptural language is 


frequently denominated glory, and is here called the moſt noble 
member the Pſalmiſt poſſeſſes, becauſe it is the inſtrument with 


which prayers and praiſes are offered to God: ee Pſalm xvi. . 


Io, and the note; xxx. 12; lvii. 9; and Acts ii. 26. 

4. The modern philoſopher muſt not critically analyſe theſe 
ſimiles. The clouds were probably in thoſe days eſteemed of 
an indefinite and undiſcoverable altitude, and to be nearly as 
high as the celeſtial regions. 
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' ary: I will therefore rejoice and divide the 
country of Sichem, and meaſure out the valley 
| of Succoth. 

8. Gilead and Manafſch are deſtined to be 
mine: Ephraim to be the chief ſupport of my 
kingdom; 

9. Juda to be my legiſlator; Moab, my ab- 
ject ſlave: Edom ſhall I reduce to perfect ſub- 
jection: over Philiſtia will I triumph. 

10. Who will conduct me into the ſtrong 
city? and who will eſcort me into Edom? 

11. Surely thou haſt not deſerted us, 0 

| God! and ſhall not thy prefence accompany 
our armies? 

12. O do thou aſſiſt us againſt the enemy! 
for vain is the help of man. 

13. Through God we ſhall atchieve noble 

-— . exploits: and it is he who ſhall trample down 
our foes! | 
= = == —— 


4—10. See Pſalm Ix, verſes 6, 93 and che notes. 


* 
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PSALM CIX. 


| | * | 
This Pfalm was compoſed by David; but whether at the 


time when he was perſecuted by Saul, and calumniated 
by Doeg, (1 Samuel xxvi. 19.) or at the time of Abſa- 
lom's rebellion, commentators differ. But one thing is 
clear to me, viz. that it was intended in an imprecatory, 
and not in a future, indicative ſenſe. We are to recollect 
that David is here inveighing againſt a bitter enemy; and 
do we find that he is ever reſerved on theſe occaſions? 


On the contrary, he never ſcruples to give vent to his in- 


dignation, and to diſplay the ſentiments by which his 
conduct is guided. Does he not in one place ſay, Yea, I 
hate them right fore, even as though they were mine ene- 


mies? (Pſalm Exxxix.) and does not the whole book of 


Pſalms abound with earneſt ſupplicatiogs to God that he 
would moſt ſeverely puniſh his adverſaries? But to put 
this matter beyond a doubt, let us refer to the paſſage in 
the Bible, where this article of David's hiſtory is recorded, 
Deſirous of bringing his affairs to a criſis with Saul, he 
thus expoſtulates with him: Now therefore I pray thee 
let my lord the king hear the words of his ſervant: if the 
Lord have ſtirred thee up againſt me, let him accept an 
offering: but i they be the children of men, CURSED BE 
THEY BEFORE THE LORD! &c.” 1 Samuel xxvi. 19. 


He found that the malignity did proceed from the _— ob 


of men, and he had reaſon to believe that he had diſcs 
vered his enemy. Hence the following effuſion. I confe 4 


ſoften the aſperity of the expreſſions, or to create 
accommodation to the circumſtances of Chriſt and his 3 


trayer. If the meaning be as I have ſtated it, the verbs 


ſhould remain in the preſent ſtate. To change them is to 
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* + * 


I do not perceive any advantage to the cauſe of Chriſti- 
anity, in changing the tenſe of theſe verbs, in order to 


EIN 


* 


7 
* _— 


* 


. 
- 


82 A LIBERAL VERSION 


violate hiſtorical truth, for the ſake of gratifying a faſti- 
dious fancy. That St. Peter, in Acts i. 20, applies the 

latter clauſe of the 7th verſe in this Pſalm to the caſe of 
the traitor Judas, I am well aware: but I do not appre- 
hend that it was prophetical of his rejection from the office 
or bi/hoprick that he filled. It was a phraſe adapted to 
the ſituation of affairs between Judas and the other apo- 
ſtles; and occurring to-St. Peter, was uſed by him as an 
appoſite and correſpondent language. Nor is it impro- 
bable that the apoſtle might perceive ſomething ſimilar in 
the hiſtory of David and his inveterate foe, to that of our 
Saviour and the apoſtate Judas: and this might induce 
him to quote the expreſſion. But that the former was a 
prophecy. of the latter event, or was even ſo intended to 
be underſtood by the apoſtle, I cannot admit. For none 
of the other imprecations or prophecies were fulfilled in 
the traitor Judas: this expreſſion only, let another take 
his office! has any analogy to the diſmiſſion of David's 
enemy; and therefore, this only was cited by the apoſtle. 
I have been thus diffuſe in explaining my ſentiments on 
this matter, becauſe it behoved me to ſtate my reaſons for 
differing from ſo many able and ingenious men; and for 
adhering implicitly to the ſtrictneſs of the original, and 
to the fidelity of our eſtabliſhed tranſlations. 


BE not filent, O divine object of my praiſe! 

for the mouth of the impious and deceitful 1 is 
clamorous againſt me. 

i 2. And they have calumniated me with falſe- 
* > +» _ hood: they have likewiſe circumvented me 
with malicious language, and e me 
without provocation. 

3. In requital of the regard I had for them, 


OF THE PSALMS. 83 


behold, they now take part againſt me: but I 
content myſelf with praying for them. 

4. Thus do they reward me evil for gor 
and with hatred for my kind intentions. 

5. Appoint thou a cruel and oppreſſive man 
to be his judge! and let Satan, in order to ac- 
cuſe him, ſtand at his right hand! 

6. When judgment is about to be pro- 
nounced againſt him, let him be condemned! 
and let his dying prayer aggravate his fin! 


7. Let his life be ſhort, and let another take 


his office! 
8. Let his children become faherlefs; and 
his wife, a widow! 


5. The change of perſon here is ſimilar to that in Pſalm vii. 
I; and to that in xli. from the 5th to the 8th verſe: and is no 
doubt equally ſignificant. His chief enemy ſuddenly occurs to 
him, and therefore he at once changes the plural to the n 
number. 

6. a moſt bitter imprecation! In order thoroughly 
to und d it, it muſt be obſerved that the Jews were accuſ- 
tomed, at the point of death, to offer this ſhort prayer, Let 
my death be an expiation for all my offences! The Plalmiſt 


wiſhes that this laſt petition for mercy may aggravate the gui 


of the dying perſon. 


7. Doeg was the chief of SauP's berds-men, and ſer over hifi 


ſervants ; ; an officer of great conſequence, and evidently high 
in the confidence of his maſter, as David fatally cb e 
I Samuel xxi. 7; and xxii. 9, to the end. 
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9. Let his poſteriry be vagrants, and beg 
their bread! let them be driven to ſeek it in 
obſcure and deſolate places! 

10. Let the uſurer extort all his ſubſtance, 
and let a ſtranger deſpoil his labours! 

11. Let there be no man to pity him, nor 
to take compaſſion on his orphan children! 

12, Let his family periſh! and in the next 
generation, let his very name become extinct! 

13. Let the iniquity of his anceſtors be re- 
corded in the preſence of the Lord! and let 
not the fins of his mother paſs into oblivion! 

14. Let their offences be ever preſent to the 
obſervance of the Lord, that he may extirpate 
the very memory of the tranlgreſiars from 
amongſt mankind! 

15. And this, becauſe he remembered not 


_m_— N 


13. This imprecation is not intended to affect the anceſtors 
or mother of the devoted perſon, but to accumulate puniſh- 
ment on his own head, according to the opinions of the Jews, 
and the declaration of God in the ſecond commandment, that 
the fins of the fathers ſhould unto the fourth generation be wiſited 
on the children. 

15. The atrocious action of. Doeg in maſſacring the prieſts, 
which the guards of Saul refuſed to execute, ſeems here plainly 
alluded to: and it is no wonder that it excited ſuch indignation 
in David, when he conſidered that the humanity which he 
experienced from Ahimelech brought deſtruction upon himſet 
and his whole family: x Samuel xxii. 16, &c. 
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to ſhew mercy: but perſecuted the humble and 
helpleſs man, that he might kill him who was 
already broken-hearted! 

16. His delight was in ſwearing, and it ſhall 
befall himſelf in turn: he loved not to confer 
happineſs, therefore it ſhall be far from him! 

17. He wrapped up himſelf in malevolence, 
as in a garment: and it ſhall enter his own 
body like water, and penetrate like oil into his 
bones! | 

18, Let it be as familiar to him as the cloak 
that covers him, and as the girdle that he wears! 

19. Thus let it happen, by the divine ap- 
pointment, to my enemies! and to thoſe who 
maliciouſly inform againſt my life! 

20, But deal thou with me, O Lord God, ac- 

= — — 

17. The term clothing is frequent throughout ſcripture in a 
figurative ſenſe. Thus in 2 Chronicles vi. 41, it is prayed that 
the prieſts may be clothed with ſalvation: in Pſalm xxxv. 26, 
that the enemies of the Pſalmiſt may be clothed with ſhame; 
and in civ. I, God is ſaid to be clothed with majeſty and ho- 
nour. The phraſe here means that malignity ſhould be as 
conſtantly attendant on the perſon, and familiar to this wicked | 
man, as his dreſs; as his cloke, or as the girdle that he avas | "> 
girded withal, J have given it as literal a tranſlation as I could, ON 
in order to preſerve the metaphor. The latter clauſe means 
that the effects of his malign temper ſhould be retorted on 


himſelf, as ſurely as water ſwallowed enters the body, and as 
oil with which it is anointed, penetrates the bones. 
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cording to thy known goodneſs! for ſweet is 
thy mercy. 

21. O deliver me, for I am helpleſs and de- 
ſerted, and my heart is pierced with grief! 

22, I am vaniſhing faſt like the declining 
ſhadow, and am driven from place to place like 
the graſshopper. 

23. My knees are weakened by faſting: my 
fleſh is ſhrunk for want of vital moiſture. 

24. I am likewiſe become an object of ridi- 
cule to my enemies: they who look at me, 
contemptuouſly ſhake their heads. 


20. God's name here ſignifies his attribute of goodneſs ; 
Pſalm xc. note on verſe 3. 

21. David was indeed at this time in a very deplorable ſitu- 
ation. Purſued by Saul into à town that had gates and bars, 
and convinced that the king thirſted for his life, he conſulted 
the Lord whether the inhabitants of Keilah, which he had juſt 
ſaved from the Philiſtines, would deliver him into the hands of 
Saul: and the Lord ſaid, They quill deliver thee up: 1 Samuel 
xxiii. 12. Juſtly, therefore, does he complain that he was 
helpleſs and deſerted, and that his eam was pierced with grief, 
by ſuch ingratitude. 

22. The declining ſhadow ſeems here to mean the parting 
ſhades of day, or the ſhadow of the dial. As to the latter 
clauſe, David's life was at this time a ſeries of migrations, al- 
moſt as frequent and ſudden as thoſe of the gra/shopper. 

23. His wants and thoſe of his little army were probably 
great: for being obliged to evacuate Keilah, they avent awhi- 
therſoever they could go, and were glad to conceal themſelves 
in woods and wilderneſſes: 1 Samuel xxiii. 13—26. 
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25. Aſſiſt me, O Lord my God! O preſerve 
me, according to thy uſual mercy! 

26. And they ſhall be convinced that my 
deliverance is the reſult of thy power, and that 
thou, O Lord, alone haſt effected it. 

27. Though they execrate, yet do thou 
bleſs me! and let thoſe be defeated who com- 
bine againſt me! but let thy ſervant have cauſe 
to rejoice! 

28. Let my adverſaries be environed with 
ignominy! and let them be enveloped with their 
own confuſion, as with a cloak! 

29. As for me, I will perſonally offer effu- 
ſions of gratitude to the Lord, and magnify 
him in the congregation; | 

30. For he will ever ſtand at the right 
hand of the friendleſs, to * his life from ini- 
quitous judges. 


24. The known pretenſions of David to the throne of Iſrael 
of courſe ſubjected him to the contempt of his adverſarles, 
when they beheld his preſent forlorn condition. 

28. See verſe 17. 5 
30. As the malevolent informer is repreſented, in verſe 5, 
ſtanding at the right hand of the accuſed, ſo God is here de- 
ſcribed as attending in the ſame manner on the diſtreſſed and 
helpleſs, as his vindicator and friend. The idea is evidently 
derived from courts of judicature; but may be applied to all 
the modes by which God is pleaſed to defend his faithful ſer» 

vants from the aſſaults of their enemies. 
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h PSALM CX. 


This Pſalm was compoſed by David, but it has no literal 
relation to the writer. It is wholly prophetical, and re- 
ſpects the Meſſiah: as appears from various texts in the 

New Teſtament; viz. Matthew xxii. 43; Acts ii. 34; 1 
Corinthians xv. 25; Hebrews 1. 13; and x. 13. This is 
one of the Pſalms appointed for the evening ſervice of 
Chriſtmas-Day. 


THE Almighty Father ſaid unto my peculiar 
ſovereign, his ſon, “ Sit thou at my right 


hand, until 1 cauſe thy enemies to ſerve as thy 


footſtool!“ 

2. The Almighty Lord ſhall ſend forth the 
ſceptre of thy power from Sion: be thou ſu- 
preme amidſt thy enemies! 

3. In the day when thy power is arrived to 
— 

1. This verſe, it is plain from Matthew xxii. 43, was uni- 
verſally underſtood by the Jews to relate to our Saviour; who 
in that paſſage declares that David in ſpirit called Chriſt, Lord. 
Thus alſo in Revelations iii. 21, he ſays of himſelf, I over- 
came, and am ſet down with my father in his throne, The 
right hand, as appears from 1 Kings ii. 19, was the ſeat of 
pre-eminence. His enemies mean his crucifiers, the heathen 
nations, the power of ſin, and Satan; and at laſt, death itſelf. 
The mention of footftool indicates the great dignity of the per- 
ſonage thus diſtinguiſhed. This alludes to the Eaſtern cuſtom 
of treading on the necks of the conquered: Joſhua x. 24; and 
2 Samuel xxii. 41. 

2. This verſe is addreſſed by the Pſalmiſt to our Saviour, 


who proceeded from the tribe of Judah; which is uſed ſynoni- 
mouſly with Sion: Pſalm Ixxviii. 69; and the note. 
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maturity, the world ſhall offer thee their vo- 
luntary devotions, with ſacred worſhip: the 
multitudes that ſhall attend thy inauguration 
will reſemble the innumerable drops of dew 
proceeding from the dawn of the morning. 

4. The Lord has decreed by an oath, and 
will not retra&gt: Thou art a prieſt eternally 


according to the order of Melchizedeck. 
— ——— ů ů — — — ů q— ç— CCC ůůůů ů ů ů ——půp— 

3. In the day when thy poaper c. means, when all power 
Hall be given thee in heaven and earth: Matthew xxvili. 18. 
The latter clauſe in the Liturgy tranſlation is obſcure; in the 
Bible, unintelligible, I have endeavoured to expreſs the literal 
meaning of the Pſalmiſt. The idea of birth frequently in ſerip- 
ture language denotes adoption, or acceſſion to regal power, 
Thus in Pſalm ii. 7: Thou art my Son: this day have I begot- 
ten thee ; i. e. adopted, or inveſted thee with ſovereign domi- 
nion. The whole idea is ingeniouſly expreſſed in our New 
Verſion: | 

« Thee, in thy power's triumphant day, 
« The willing nations ſhall obey; 
« And when thy riſing beams they view, 
&« Shall all (redeemed from error's night) 
« Appear as numberleſs and bright 3 
« As cryſtal drops of morning dew.” 

4. Melchizedeck united in himſelf the offices of king and 
prieſt; and is thus deſcribed by the author of the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, vii. 3: Without father, without mother, without de- 
ſcent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life ; but 
made like unto the Son of God, he abideth a prieft continually. 
Contrary to the uſage of the Aaronick prieſthood, which was 
hereditary, Melchizedeck had no ſucceſſor. To him, there- 
fore, our Sayiour is likened as an eternal high-prieſt. 


—- 
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5. The Meſſiah, at thy right hand, O Fa- 
ther, ſhall diſable even kings in the day of his 
indignation! 

6. He ſhall become the conqueror of the 
pagans; he ſhall fill places with their dead bo- 
dies, and utterly deſtroy thoſe who bear rule 
over various countries. 

7. He ſhall, like a victorious invader, drink 
of the brook in his way; and thence ſhall he 
aggrandize his glory. 


=== _ - > 
5, 6. That the Lord here muſt mean the Me/tah is evident, 
not only becauſe the original term is never applied to God the 
Father, but becauſe the Meſſiah is already ſuppoſed (verſe 1) 
to be ſcated at his right hand. This verſe is an apoſtrophe to 
the Almighty Father; whoſe ſon, the Meffiah, the Pſalmiſt 
declares, will wound, or diſable the greateſt powers on earth, 
who ſhall provoke his diſpleaſure, by an obſtinate reſiſtance of 
the goſpcl. a declaration exemplified amongſt the Roman em- 
perors, who ruled over the greateſt part of the known world. 
7. This and the two preceding verſes repreſent our Saviour 
as triumphing, after the manner of earthly conquerors, over 
his opponents. I cannot concur with the uſual interpretations 
of the former clauſe, however ingenious. Our Saviour is by 
one ſuppoſed to drink of the brook in his avay, either as a ſol- 
dier, regardleſs of delicacies, is glad to flake his thirſt at the 
firſt ſtream that occurs, in the ardent purſuit of his enemies; 
and by another he is imagined to be reduced to great difficulties 
and diſtreſſes, from which he afterwards is extricated, and be- 
comes highly exalted. But I prefer to both theſe ſuppoſitions 
the ſimple fact that to drink the water of a beſieged place or 
an invaded country, was eſteemed a mark and concomitant of 


"4 


OF THE PSALMS, 91 


PSALM CxXI. 


This Pſalm conſiſts in the original of twenty-two verſicles; 
each beginning with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet in 
ſucceſſion, excepting the laſt verſicle, which has two. 
The intention of this contrivance was probably to render 
the compofition more eaſily retained by the memory. 
The author is David; and it is one of the Pſalms uſed in 
the morning ſervice of Eaſter-Day. 


I Will render thanks to the Lord with my 
whole heart; privately amongſt the faithful, 
as well as in the congregation. | 

2. The operations of the divine providence 
are great; and carefully ſtudied by thoſe who 
take delight in them, 

3. His diſpenſation merits the utmoſt praiſe 
and reverence: and his veracity is W and 
unfailing. 

4. The merciful and gracious God has 3 in 
ſuch a manner executed his wonderful decrees, 
that they oughr to ſtand upon record. | 

5. He provided ſuſtenance for thoſe who 
— — = 


perfect conqueſt. Thus in Iſaiah xxxvii. 25, when Sennacherib 
is boaſting of his victories, he ſays, I will enter into the height 
of his border, and the foreſt of his Carmel; I have digged and 
drunk qvater c.“ It was likewiſe the Eaſtern cuſtom to exact, 
from ſubjugated provinces, earth and qvater ; Judith ii. 7; ſee 
alſo x Chronic les xi. 17, and ſubſ. 
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revered him; and will ever remember his co. 
venant. | 

6. He diſplayed his powerful works to his 
people, in order to give them the poſſeſſions of 
the heathen. 

7. His interpoſitions are all veracity and juſ- 
tice: his determinations are ſacred and wile. 

8. They are immutably eſtabliſhed, and 
proceed from his eternal truth and equity, 

9. He ſent deliverance to his people; he or- 
dained his covenant to operate to the lateſt 
poſterity: ſacred and venerable is his name, 

10. A reverence of God is the firſt ſtep to 
true wiſdom: a ſound underſtanding have all 
they who act according to it; the commendation 
it deſerves, is immortal, 
˖ SSS 

5, 6, 9. Theſe verſes contain the grand points which excited 
the Pſalmiſt's gratitude, and produced the whole Pſalm. The 
proviſion of ſuſtenance for Abraham, Jacob, &c. with their fa- 
milies; (Genefis xii. 11, and xlii. 1;) for the Iſraelite nation in 
the wilderneſs, (Exodus xvi.) the expulſion of the ſeven nations 
to make room for the favoured people, and their deliverance 
from the Egyptian bondage, all induced him to celebrate the 


power of God, and his ſacred veracity in the performance of 
his original covenant: Geneſis xv. 14. 
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PSALM CxXII. 


This Pſalm, like the former, is in the original modelled into 
verſicles correſponding to the letters of the Hebrew alpha- 
bet. It ſeems to be a commentary on the laſt verſe of the 
preceding Pſalm. The author is unknown. 


HAPPY is the man who reveres God: he 
finds great delight in obeying his command- 
ments. | 

2. His family ſhall flouriſh in this world: the 
poſterity of the faithful ſhall inherit a bleſſing. 

z. Wealth and plenty ſhall reſide in his 
houſe, and his righteouſneſs ſhall be eternally 
rewarded. 

4. To the pious man there ariſes light and 
comfort in the darkneſs of affliftion: for he has 
ever been merciful, tender-hearted, and religious. 

5. A good man is benevolent and charitable; 
and will guide his converſation with diſcretion, 

6. He ſhall not ſuffer the viciflitudes of for- 
tune: and his memory ſhall be honourable and 
permanent. 

7. He will not be e diſmayed by any calamitous 


— 


— 


2/3. Temporal bleſſings were eſteemed by the Jews as ſig- 
nals and concomitants of the divine favour. Thus in Pſalm 
xxxvii. 25, I have been young and now am old: and yet ſaw 
1 never the righteous forſaken, nor his ſeed begging their bread. 


% 
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intelligence: for his heart is well eſtabliſhed, 
and implicitly relies upon the Lord. 

8. His mind is firmly confident, and will not 
ſhrink from the threatened danger, till his 
wiſhes are executed againſt his enemies. 

9. He has diſtributed his bounty widely, and 
relieved the poor: his piety is of eternal dura- 
tion; his glory ſhall be honourably increaſed. 

10. The irreligious man ſhall obſerve this 
ſucceſs, and it ſhall vex him; he ſhall enviouſly 
repine at it, and decay in fortune: the objects 
and deſigns of the wicked ſhall be blaſted. 


PSALM CXIII. 


This and the five following Pſalms were uſed by the Jews 
at the feaſts of the New Moons, and on other ſolemn oc- 
caſions; eſpecially on the Paſchal night, after eating the 
lamb: which cuſtom is alluded to in Matthew xxvi. 30; 
and Mark xiv. 26. This and the next Pſalm are uſed in 
the evening ſervice of Eaſter-Day. 


PRAISE the Lord, ye his faithful ſervants! 
O praiſe the name of the Lord! 

2. Bleſſed be the name of the Lord to all 
eternity! 


9. For an explanation of the term Horn, here tranſlated 
glory, ſee Pſalms Ixxv. 12; xc. 9; and notes. 
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3. The Lord's name is already celebrated 
from the moſt Eaſtern to the moſt Weſtern 
countries. 

4. The Lord is infinitely exalted above all 
pagan monarchs, and his glory is ſupreme above 
even the heavenly powers. 

5. Who is comparable to the Lord our God, 
that reſides at ſuch an inacceſſible diſtance, and 
yet condeſcends to notice the creatures that 
exiſt in heaven and on the earth? | 

6. He raiſes the inoffenſive man from a 
lowly ſtate, and refcues the humble from the 
moſt obſcure condition; 

7. That he may make him equal to the 
princes, even to the princes of his choſen people. 

8. He cauſes the barren woman to have a 
family, and to become a joyful mother of 
children. 


I, 2, 3. The peculiar meaning of the name of the Lord 
amongſt the Jews, may be found in Pſalm v. note on verſe 12; 
and in Pfalm xcix. note on verſe 3. The latter clauſe, from 
the rifing up of the ſun unto the going down of the ſame, deno- 
ting from Eaft to Weſt, is alſo literally uſed by Malachi i. 11. 

6, 7. Thus David, from the moſt lowly ſtation, was exalted 
to the regal dignity: 1 Samuel ii. 8; in which paſſage he is 
called a beggar raiſed from the dunghill. 

8. Barrenneſs was by the Jews eſteemed a misfortune and a 
reproach, Of this opinion the principal reaſon is ſaid to bave 
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PSALM CXIV. 


This Pſalm contains a brief recital, in very poetical language, 
of the Exodus from Egypt, and the paſſage of the favoured 
people into Canaan. : 


WIEN the Ifraclite nation returned from 
Egypt, and the deſcendants of Jacob from 
amongſt the foreign people, | 

2. The tribe of Judah was an inſtance of 
God's holineſs; and Iſrael, of his power. 
3. The ſea ſaw, it and fled: Jordan was re- 


pelled. 
4. The mountains moved to and fro like 


rams; and the inferior hills, like young ſheep. 


== — 
been, that every woman hoped that the Meſſiah would be de- 
rived from her family. This verſe probably alludes to the 
removal of the dreaded evil from Sarah and Hannah: Geneſis 
xxi. and 1 Samuel i. 

I, 2. The application of different names to the ſame perſons 
and places in theſe verſes is highly poetical. Mrael is ſynoni- 
mous with Jacob, (Geneſis xxxv. 10) Egypt with the ffrange 
people, and Judah (ſelected as the principal tribe to denote the 
whole) with Iſrael. The deliverance from Egypt atteſted both 
the power and veracity of God in fulfilling his promiſe: Ge- 
neſis xv. 14. ; | 

3. Exodus xiv. 21; and Joſhua iii. 15. 

4. This verſe does not refer to any circumſtances in the eſ- 
cape from Egypt, but to thoſe attendant on the delivery of the 
law from Sinai; concerning which it is recorded that the avhole 
mount (of which, Horeb and probably other hills compoſed a 


part) quaked greatly ; Geneſis xix. 18. 


OF THE PSALMS. 97 


5. What influenced thee, O ſea; thus to 
retire? and thee, Jordan, to be thus repelled? 
6. You, O mountains, to move to and fro 
like rams, and you, inferior dills, like young 
ſheep? 
7. Tremble thou Male earth at the preſence 
of the Lord, at the preſence of the God of Jacoby 
8. Who converted the ſolid rock into a | 
lake of water, and flinty ſtone i into a plenteous — 
fountain! 


PSALM Cxv. 


This Pſalm appears to have been compoſed in ſome time of — 
great diſtreſs, when tlle pagan enemies of the Jews had 2 = 
boaſted that their idols were too powerful for the God of 
Iſrael; and were afterwards convinced of their inability 
to aſſiſt them. It is therefore a Pſalm of thankſgiving 
after a victory. The author is unknown. . 


NOT unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to thy 
own power, let the praiſe be aſcribed, on ac- 
count of thy merciful condeſcenſion and veracity! 


7, 8. The Pſalmiſt intimates that the agitation of. theſe 

mountains and hills was not any great exertion of power b 

that Being, at whoſe preſence the auhole earth is bid to tremble ; | f 
and by whoſe command the ſolid rock yielded a plentiful ſupply -Y 
of water : Exodus xvii. 6; and Numbers xx. 21. ; 
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What reaſon have the heathen to ſay, 
6c Fa ae is now their Gd. 

3. With reſpe& to our God, he reſides in 
heaven, and brings to paſs whatever pleaſes 
| = | | 
- 4. Their idols are made of filver and gold: 
the mere work of men's hands. 

5. They have e but your not; eyes, 
but ſee nor. 

6. They have ears, but hear not; noſes, 
but ſmell not. 

7. They have hands, but no perception of 
feeling; feet, but no power of walking: nor 
have they the faculty of ſpeech. 

8. They who form them very much reſemble 
them, and ſo do all ſuch as put confidence in 
them. 8 

9. But do thou, O family of Jacob, truſt in 
the Lord! he is the ſole author of your pro- 
tection and defence: 

10. Le lineage of Aaron alſo, repoſe your 


3. In oppoſition to the gods of the heathen, who wholly 
reſided in temples made auith hands; or were occaſionally car- 
ried about to receive devotion from their worſhippers. 

8. They are in fat as flupid and ſenſeleſs as the idols them- 
ſelves. 

10. The lineage of Aaron means the Jewiſh prieſthood. 


* 
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truſt in the Lord he is your only friend and | 
defender: 

11. Ye univerſally who revere the Lord, 
repoſe your truſt in him! he is Mau Jour 
friend and defender. 

12. The Lord has been mindful of us, and 
he will bleſs us: even the Almighty will bleſs 
the family of Jacob, and the lineage of Aaron. 

13. He will indiſcriminately bleſs them who 
revere the Lord, of every condition. | 

14. The Lord ſhall cauſe you perpetually 
to increaſe in number, you and your poſterity. 

15. Ye are the favoured people of the Lord, 
who created heaven and earth. , 

16. The whole heavens are the Lord's pe- 
culiar reſidence: the earth he has beſtowed on 
mankind, 


17. The dead, O Lord, can no longer 


praiſe thee, nor thoſe who deſcend to the ſtate EA 


of ſilence; 


* 
— 
SU ——-— 
— 


17. This ſeems to be an implied prayer for length of days, 
according to the cuſtom of the Jews, who wiſhed for longevity; 
that by multiplying the number of their good actions in this 
life, they might increaſe their happineſs in the next. Thoughts 
almoſt in the ſame language occur in Pſalm vi. 5; and in 
Iſaiah xxxvili. 18, 19. | 
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. 18. But we will continue to praiſe the Lord 
to the lateſt poſterity. Praiſe the Lord! 


——. é... — é— . — — 
PSALM CXVI, 


This Pſalm was probably compoſed by Eſdras at the return 
from the captivity. The whole Jewiſh nation are repre- 
ſented in the name of a ſingle perſon, This is one of the 
two Pſalms, either of which may be read at The Thanks- 
giving of Women after Child-birth. 


I Am abundantly pleaſed at finding that the 
Lord has heard my fervent ſupplication; 

2. And that he has inclined his attention to 
me: therefore will I invoke his aid in trouble 
as long as I live. 

3. Deadly ſtratagems ſurrounded, and EX» 
treme anguiſh invaded me. | 
4. I experienced diſtreſs and afflition, and 

I thus implored the power of the Lord: O 
Lord, I beſeech thee to ſpare my life!” 

5. Gracious is the Lord, and juſt: our God 
is likewiſe merciful. 

+ 6, The Lord protects the helpleſs: I was in 

miſery, and he reſcued me. 

TIES + rt Ur FA ene 
3, 4+ Theſe verſes are almoſt exaQtly ſimilar to verſes 35 4 

and 5, in Pſalm xviii. 
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7. Reſume, then, thy tranquillity, O my 


ſoul, for the Lord has amply recompenſed thy 


ſufferings. 
8. And whence this exhortation? it is bs 


cauſe thou haſt delivered my life from death, 
my eyes from weeping, and my feet from 


ſtumbling. 
9. I ſhall continue in the preſexice of the 


Lord in this life. 


10. I firmly believed that he would deliver 


me, and therefore will I acknowledge it: but 
I was grievouſly diſtreſſed, and ſaid in the 
warmth of my paſſion, ** All men are deceitful.” 
11. What homage ſhall I offer to the Lord, 
for all the mercies that he has conferred upon 
me? | 
3 — 3 19251 
7. The foul does not here, nor in ſcarcely any other part of 


the Old Teſtament, mean the pure immortal ſpirit, as contra- 
diſtinguiſhed from the body; but the whole perſon, ſoul and 


body united. The verſe is an addreſs from the Pſalmiſt to 


himſelf. In the next verſe, the ſoul denotes ſimply the animal 
life; nor does it ever ſignify any thing elſe throughout the 
whole book of Pſalms, with one exception; viz. xix. 7: and 
in that paſſage, it ſignifies the mind. 

10. Thus in Pſalm Ixii. 9 The children of men are but va- 
nity, deceitful on. the weights, and altogether lighter than 
vanity itſelf, 

11. Particularly in eſſecting the reſtoration from captivity, 
and bringing the nation into their own country. 


* 
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12. I will drink of the cup of deliverance, 
and inyoke the name of the Lord. 

13. I will now diſcharge my vows in the 
preſence of all his people: extremely precious 
in the eſtimation of the Lord are the lives of 
his faithful ſervants. 

14. Behold, O Lord, I am thy ſlave; I am 
thy ſlave, the ſon of thy menial ſervant: thou 
haſt liberated me from my former bondage. 

15. I will offer to thee a grateful ſacrifice, 
and will invoke the name of the Lord. 

16. I will diſcharge my vows to the Lord 


13. The Jews had in their families a private cup of thanks- 
giving, or commemoration of any deliverance. The maſter 
of the family uſed to begin this, and he was followed by all 
his gueſts. The uſe of it was either daily after each meal, or 
more ſolema at a feſtival. In the daily uſe, they had this 
form: Bleſſed be our God, the Lord of the ævorld, who hath 
created the fruit of the vine] But in the paſſage before us, the 
Pſalmiſt ſeems to mean the more ſolemn commemoration in 
the temple, of which the reader may ſee an account in Num- 
bers xxviil. 14. On this occaſion, a hymn proper to the ſo- 
lemnity was added to it: which cuſtom was obſerved by our 
Saviour in Matthew xxvi. 30; and is here alluded to in the 
_ clauſe of the 12th, and the former of the 153th verſes. 

4. Pſalm Ixxxvi. 16. 

2 See note on verſe 12. 

16. The temple ſtood on a hill of Sion, called Moriah, nearly 
in the centre of Jeruſalem: 2 Chronicles iii. x; and Pſalm 
xlvili. note on verſe 2. 


- 
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before the full congregation, in the courts of 
the divine temple, even in the centre of thee, 
0 een Praiſe the Lord! 


PSALM CXVII. 
The author of this ſhort Pſalm is not even con jectuied 


O Praiſe the Lord, all ye heathen! praiſe him, 
all ye gentiles! ? 

2. For his merciful W continually in- 
creaſes towards us, and the veracity of the 


Lord is conſtant and unfailing. Praiſe the 


Lord! bas 
 CC—_—T_— — I 


PSALM CXVIII. 
This Pſalm is generally attributed to David, and was pro- 
bably an inauguration hymn after he was recognifed king 
of all Ifrael and Judah. It is written in the form of a 


dialogue, in which there are ſeveral interlocutors; David, 


the people, the prieſts, and the Levites, who were an in- 
ferior order of the prieſthood, four thouſand of whom 
were porters of the tabernacle: an account of theſe men 
may be found in 1 Chronicles xxiii. The Pſalm ſeems 
CLOLCIEIIIIi EEE III ICE CNRS 
I. The heathen were called by the Jews, gentiles or nations, 
from the Latin word gentes : by which it was implied that 
they were nations at large, or in the general ſenſe of the term; 
unconnected with the peculiar nation of God. This. verſe is 
quoted by St. Paul in Romans xv. I. | 
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to have been ſung in theſe parts, during a publick pro- 
ceſſion to the tabernacle up mount Sion. It is one of the 
Pſalms appointed for the evening ſervice of Eaſter-Day, 
and for the morning ſervice of May 29. 


David. O Offer grateful devotion to the 
Lord, for he is gracious; and becauſe his 
mercy is eternal! 

2. Let all Iſrael now acknowledge that his 
mercy is eternal! 

3. Let the poſterity of Aaron now acknow- 
ledge that his mercy is eternal! | 

4. Let all indiſcriminately who revere the 
Lord acknowledge that his mercy ts eternal! 

5. I implored the Lord in my diſtreſs, and 
he granted my petition in an ample manner. 

6. The Lord favours my cauſe: I will not 
fear what man can execute againſt me. 

7. The Lord ſupports my intereſt in con- 
junction with thoſe who aſſiſt me: therefore 
ſhall I ſee my deſires accompliſhed towards my 
enemies. | | 
FDRSR__—_M_AA_'AAAF___FTTIDMT_T 

2, 3, 4. Theſe verſes contain a diſtin invitation to the na- 
tion in general, the prieſthood (or poſterity of Aaron) in par- 
ticular, and the proſelytes (or all indiſcriminately who revere 


EY nn — God. 
53. fe alludes to his perſecution by Saul, and his ſubſequent 


advancement to the throne. 


- — 
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8. It is preferable to truſt in the Lord, than 
to 72 any confidence in man: 

9. It is preferable to truſt in the Lord, than 
to put any confidence in princes. 

10. Several nations leagued together againſt 
me: [ Chorus ] but by the power of the Lord, 
[ defeated them. 

11. They encircled me on every fide: C Bo- 
rus] but by the power of the Lord, I defeated 
them. bin 
12. They ſwarmed around me like bees, yet 
they ſoon became extinguiſhed like a ſudden 
flame amongſt thorns: [Chorus] for by the 
power. of the Lord, I defeated them. 

13. Thou haſt attacked me vigorouſly, O 
my foe, to dethrone me! but the Lord was 
my friend. 

14. The Lord is my ſupport, the ſubje& of 
my ſong, and the author of my preſervation. ' 

15. On this account, the grateful voice of 


10. 2 Samuel v. 17. 

11. The Syrians and Ammonites combined — the forces 
of David, commanded by Joab, who found the battle ſet 
againſt bim before and behind : I Chronicles xix. 10. : 

12. 1 Chronicles xix. 18. 

16. The Plalmiſt repreſents all good men as uniting in joyful 
gratitude for the wonderful exaltation of David to the throne 
of Ifrael. 
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Joy and deliverance is to be heard in the habi- 
tations of good men: the power of the Lord 
brings mighty events to pals. 

16. The power of the Lord is tranſcendent 
and ſupreme: the' power of the Lord wn 4 
mighty events to pals. 

17. I am now in no fear of death; but ſhall 
live, to proclaim the interpoſitions of the Lord. 

18. The Lord, it is true, has chaſtiſed and 
corrected me; but he did not give me up to 
deſtruction. 

19. Open to me the ſacred gates, that I 
may paſs through them, and offer grateful de- 
votion to the Lord! 

Levites. | 20. This is the gate of the Lord: 
none but holy men are admitted to paſs through 
It. 5 
David.] 21. I will now offer thee my gra- 
titude, for thou didſt attend to me, and art 
become the ſource of my preſervation. 

22. The ſame ſtone which the builders re- 


jected is become the chief ſupport of the fabrick. 
CEE ——s 
20. This verſe was ſung during the paſſage through the gate. 
21. Sung on entering the courts of the tabernacle. 
22. There is ſaid to have been a tradition among the Jews, 
that at the building of the ſecond temple, a particular ſtone, 
which had been uſed in the firſt, was frequently rejected by 


a 


- 


- OF THE PSALMS, 107 


People.] 23. This is an effect of God's pro- 
vidence: and wonderful we eſteem it. | 

24. This is a day peculiarly ſacred to the 
Lord: we will rejoice and exult in it. 

25. Favour us now, O Lord, and ſend us 
immediate proſperity! 

Prieſts. ] 26. Blefled be the man who comes 
hither under the divine auſpices! we have im- 
plored a bleſſing on you, who are attached to 
the ſervice and tabernacle of the Lord. 

27. God is the ſupreme power who has ſhed 
on us comfort and ſplendour: bind the facrifice 
with cords to the horns of the altar! 

David.] 28. Thou art my God, and I will 


OI CO ee ue 


the builders, and yet was afterwards found ſo uſeful, as to be 
employed as the head-flone of the corner. Hence this was pro- 
bably become a proverbial ſaying; and appears to be thus 
quoted in Matthew xxi. 42; and Acts iv. 11. David with 
great propriety denominates himſelf the head. ſtone of the corner, 
ſince the office of that ſtone is to join the walls, and knit the 
building together; and David had now, in like manner, united 
the kingdoms of Iſrael and Judah under his ſole government. 

25. The original authoriſes no ſuch change of perſon as is 
given in the Liturgy verſion. 

27. See Pſalm xcvii. note on verſe 11. Each corner of the 
ſacrificial altar was furniſhed with a horn of the ſame materials 
as itſelf. The intention of theſe was to faſten the victim. be- 


fore it was flain: Exodus xxvil. 2. I 


108 A LIBERAL VERSION 


thank thee! thou art my God, and I will praiſe 


thee! 
29. O offer grateful devotion to the Lord; 


for he is gracious, and his mercy is eternal! 


PSALM CXIX. 


This Pſalm is ſuppoſed to have been written by David un- 
der the reign of Saul, in which he was frequently perſe- 
cuted, but in which alſo he had ſome quiet intervals; [ſce 
verſe 6 of the portion entitled Zain] when he had leiſure 
to write ſo long a compoſition, and one laboured with fo 
much art. For it is not only divided into as many parts 
as there are letters in the Hebrew alphabet, but likewiſe 
each of theſe parts is divided into eight verſes; and every 
one of theſe verſes begins with that letter of the alphabet 
which forms the title of the part. Thus, each of the 
eight verſes in the firſt portion, termed Aleph, begins with 
an Aleph; as do thoſe in the ſecond portion, named Beth, 
with a Beth, and ſo on to the end. For this reaſon, the 
Pſalm is in the Maſora ſtiled The Great Alphabet. It is 
farther remarkable, that in all theſe verſes, except one or 
two, there is ſome word that ſignifies the law of God. 
There are ten words which are uſed promiſcuouſly for this 
purpoſe throughout the compoſition; namely, the lacu, 
the aways, the teſtimonies, the commandments, the pre- 
cepts, the word, the judgments, the righteouſneſs, the 
- flatutes, and the truth, of God. The Pſalm contains a 
variety of pious reflexions and excellent rules, without any 
connexion or dependence on each other: and this was 
probably the reaſon why it was written in this alphabeti- 
cal method; that the initial letters might be a help to thoſe 
who were to learn it in the original. 
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N ALEPH, | 


HAPPY are they whoſe conduct is immacu- 
late, and who obſerve the law of the Lord. 

2. Happy are they who ſubmit to his ordi- 
nances, and worſhip him with their whole heart. 

3. For thoſe who abſtain from wickedneſs 
obey his directions. ; 

4. Thou haſt injoined us vigilantly to keep 
thy commandments. 

5. O that my inclinations were therefore di- 
rected in ſuch a manner, as that I mi night keep 
thy ſtatutes! 

6. Thus ſhall I ſuffer no N whilſt I 
pay due regard to all thy precepts. 

7. I will worſhip thee with perfect ſincerity, 


when I am well inſtructed in thy laws. 


8. I will obſerve all thy ern 0 do 
not wholly forſake me! | ] 


2 BETH. 
1. By what means ſhall a young man lead 
a pure life? By conducting himſelf according 
to thy law. 
2. With my whole heart have I worſhipped 
thee: O let me not deviate from thy com 


mandments! 
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3. Thy precepts have I treaſured up within 
my heart, that I might not be tempted to of- 
fend thee. 
4. Thou alone, O Lord, art the ſupreme 
object of adoration: O teach me therefore thy 
ordinances! _ 

g. In my converſation I am accuſtomed to 
relate the decrees which thou haſt pronounced, 

6. I have taken as great delight in obſerving 
thy laws, as in all ſorts of worldly poſſeſſions. 

7. My diſcourſe ſhall be concerning thy 
commandments, and I will pay qne reſpect to 
thy injunctions. 

8. My delight ſhall be in thy ſtatutes, and 
I will not forget thy law. 


2 GCGIMEL, 


1. O grant proſperity to thy ſervant, that! 
may live and obey thy commandments. 
2. Enlighten my underſtanding, that I may 
diſcern the admirable wiſdom of thy law! 

3. I am a ſtranger in this country: O with- 
hold not from me the comfort of thy ordinances. 

4. My ſoul breaks out into the moſt fervent 


— === 


3. 1 Samuel xxili. 13. 


* 
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expreſſions of affectionate veneration for thy 


decrees. 


5. Thou haſt chaſtiſcd the preſumptuous; 
and curſed are they who violate thy command- 
ments. 

6. O preſerve me from diſgrace and puniſh. 


ment, for I have obſerved thy laws. 


7. Princes have conſulted againſt and calum- 
niated me: but .thy ſervant is firmly en | 
in the obſervance of thy ſtatutes. 


8. For thy ordinances are at once my de- 
light, and the direction of my conduct. 


2 DALETH. ' 


1. My mind labours Es the moſt g grievous 
depreſſion: O revive me, according to thy fa- 
cred promiſe! 

2. I have acknowledged my miſconduct, and 
thou haſt forgiven me: O N me in the 
knowledge of thy ſtatutes! 

3. Grant me a full dee of thy 
commandments! and thus ſhall I be enabled to 
diſcourſe of thy admirable diſpenſations. 

4. My ſoul languiſhes away under the heavy 
ſenſe of my unworthineſs: comfort me, accord- 
ing to thy ſacred promiſe. 
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5. Preſerve me from falſe and idolatrous 
worſhip: and cauſe me to hold thy law in the 
utmoſt veneration. 

6. I have made choice of the path of truth, 
and propoſed to myſelf thy injunctions as the 
rule of my conduct. 

7. I have attached myſelf to thy ordinances: 
O Lord, let me not ſuffer diſgrace. 

8. I will purſue the courſe of thy command. 


ments, when thou haſt extricated me from my 


preſent embarraſſments. 


| n HE, | 
1. INSTRUCT me, O Lord, thoroughly in 
the knowledge of thy laws, and I will 8 


them as long as I live. 
2. Grant me underſtanding, and I wil keep 


thy precepts with perfect ſincerity. 


3. Direct my ſteps in the path of thy com- 


mandments, for my whole delight is in them. 
— —— 
5. The ua lying here ſeems to claim the interpretation 
I have given it, when we obſerve the latter clauſe of the verſe, 
and the reſt of the Pſalm. -In oppoſition to the avay of lying, 
he repeatedly aſſerts in various expreſſions his adherence to the 
divine law and the truth. Lies, and /ying, are terms conſtantly 
uſed throughout ſcripture to denote the falſe and idolatrous 
worſhip of the pagans: amongſt whom David is now ſuppoſed 


to have been wandering. 


* . 
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4. Incline my heart to thy wanne, and 


let me avoid impurity! If 
F. O preſerve my e de e of 
idolatrous worſhip, and animate me in the ob- 
ſervance of thy commandments} ! 
6. O imprint thy precepts on the mad of 
thy ſervant, that I may revere thee! ih. 
7. Relieve me from the conſcious: wa that 
terrifies me, for thy laws are chaſte and pure. 
8. Behold, my delight is in thy command - 
ments: O animate me in the obſervance of thy 
ſacred laws! o I9T9IBH 


'*: vauy + At. ** 1213 / 


8 


'S LI 255 ace Wee _ O 
Lord; even thy protetion, according to-thy 
promiſe! 


2. So ſhall 1 be enabled to anſwet my blaſ. 
phemous revilers: for I abſolutely confde in 


thy written word. 8 E 

4. 22 in many other parts of ſcripture, 
means concupiſcence, or inordinate defires, which formed great 
part of the heathen worſhip, in oppoſition to the pure precepts | 
of the goſpel. This interpretation is confirmed by the next 
verſe, and by the jth; in the former of which he alludes.to 
the pagan worſhip under the term vanity, and in the latter to 
his grievous fin in the affair of Uriah and his wife. : 


VOL, II. & H 


% 
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3. O deprive me not entirely of thy "oy 
— for 1 have depended on thy aſſurances! 

4. Thus ſhall I always obſerve ay la, to 
the end of my life: 
5. And then ſhall I do my duty with chear- 
fulneſs and freedom, for I conform my life to 
thy precepts. 

6. I will likewiſe Ant of thy e 
before kings, and will not be awed by them. 

7. And my delight ſhall be in contemplating 
and obeying thy commandments, which I have 
ſincerely loved. 

8. My hands alſo will J devoutly raiſe in 
veneration. of thy beloved laws; and I * 
carefully ſtudy thy injunRions, "*Y 


7 Zam. 


1. O THINK of thy ſervant with reſpect to 
thy promiſe, in which thou haſt given me rea- 
ſon to place my confidence! 


5. Having then no ſuch incumbrances on me, as I now have 
in theſe firaights and difficulties, I will do my duty with the 
greater chearfulneſs and joy. See the laſt verſe of DALETH. 
6. Dr. Delaney ſuppoſes that here is an immediate refe- 
rence to Achiſh, king of Gath, whom he apprehends to have 
been inſtructed in religion by David. 
8. By raiſng the hands is, in ſcriptural language, often 
meant, the undertaking of a ſolemn and important action. 
Thus in Geneſis xli. 44; Pſalm x. 13; and Hebrews xii. 12. 
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2. It affords me comfort in my aliQtion, 
and has often revived me. 

3. The haughty infidels __ Albenpenchüy 
derided me: mw I would: not ae . ay 
law. οννjjEGu x 

4. For 1 ane thine immorable de 
ud and took comfort. 6 h 
5. I tremble for the fate of thoſe impions 


men who tranſgreſs thy lag 


6. Thy ordinances ſupplied me with a ſub- 


| ject for pſalms and praiſe, wherever I ert 


during my exiled and wandering ſtate. 
7. I have meditated on thy power, 0 Lord 
Gy the night, and have obey thy precepts. 
8. This ſatisfaltion I enjoyed; becanſe Tad 
hered to thy comttiandments;/ 7 {1 1 ẽ 


1 CHETH. 


1. PE art * allotment! PLD TY 
myſelf, 0 Lord! by have cas to, keep 


Ih)! FI 


thy law. 115 Mt : Au¹ q 


2. L have offered m my hunde y e in thy, 


— — 


1 4 . 


I. A mY N AN 
I. For an account of the term portion, ſee Palm xi. note on 


92 


verſe 7, &c. _=_ "2 * — — 
2. ** * Huh T 50 
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preſence. with the moſt, ardent fincerity: Q4 be 
merciful to me, according to thy promiſe! 

3. I recollected my paſt conduct, and accom- 
8 my life to thy precepts. 601 

4. I uſed expedition, and did not aer m my 
obedience to thy commandments. | 

5. Impious men have aſſociated againſt | me, 
like troops of robbers: but I have not i 
ten to obſerve thy ordinances. 

6. Even at midnight I will riſe to n thee 
for thy righteous. laws. 

7. I attach myſelf to thoſp whor revere n 
and obſerve thy precepts. 

l. The whole earth O Lord. is filled with 
inſtances of, ;thy.goodneſs:.,0 inſtru me tho- 
roughly in thy commandments! vil; 0 51d 


v TETH.. 


.0 Lonp, hou haſt 2050 ee to- 


1101 


dds 10 ſery Ant,” cordip to. thy p omiſe. : 
2. 0 ge” 2 al debe and 

knowledge: for inp implicitly belly the 

excellercy of Uhy commandments. © 

3. Before Fftffered affliction, — 


but now I haye obeyed thy precepts. 


3. 1 Samuel xxiii, 26. | \ $1,000" | 
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4. Thou art kind and gracious: 6-4 IR 
me in thy commandments! AR: 

- 5. Andacious men have invented hs 
againſt me: but I —＋ oy by: laws ww pw 
fect ſincerity. 

6. Their Min is gen and ſenſual bur = 
delight has been in thy ordinances.” © 

7. It is ſalutary for me to have experienced 
trouble, becauſe it induced me to ſtudy nl 
laws. ; 

8. Thy ordinances are more valuable to me 
than 8 of your” and nk | 


Jop. 


1. Tux power has created and formed me: 
O grant me underſtanding thoroughly. to com- 
prehend thy commandments! © 

2. They who revere thee will rejoice when 
they ſee me, becauſe I have confided in thy 


promiſe, OY 


6. Nothing can be more improper chan the tranſlation of, . 
this verſe in the Liturgy. Brawn, being ſwine” 's fleſh, was 
not eaten amongſt the Jews; nor is there à word in their lan- 
guage to expreſs it. By fatpe/3 of the" heart, is deſigned ſtu» 
pidity; as pinguis Minerva meant amongſt the Romans. The 
lean, membranous parts are ſuppoſed by naturaliſts tobe the 


only ſenſitive ones. 
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3. I am convinced, O Lord, that, thy de- 
crees are righteous; and that merely through 
paternal affection thou halt brought | diſtreſs 
upon me. 

4. O let thy merciful 0 be: a fource 
of comfort, e to OP promiſe to thy 
ſervant! 

5. O let thy gracious mercies viſit me, that 
I may live and proſper! for thy law is my de- 
light. | 

6. Let thoſe haughty men fuffer confuſion 
and diſgrace, who concert meaſures to ruin me! 
but I will diligently obſerve thy commandments. 

7. Let ſuch as revere thee, and have been 
inſtructed in thy precepts, ſupport my cauſe! 
8. O let my heart be thoroughly ſincere in 
its obedience to thy, laws, that I may not be 
diſgracefully diſappointed of my hopes! 


e | | 
1. My foul has longed for deliverance pro- 
ceeding from ther; and I entertain a ſure con- 
fidence in thy promiſe, 
2. My eyes are. painfully attentive to that 
promiſe, and anxiouſly inquiring when thou 
wilt grant me comfort. 


$ 
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3. For I am become withered, like a bottle 
that has been hung in a ſmoky place: yet I 
forget not thy ſtatutes, 

4. How long ſhall theſe days of miſery afflict 
thy ſervant? when wilt thou take vengeance of 
them who perſecute me ? | 

5. Preſumptuous men have contrived plots 
againit me, which are not warranted by thy law. 

6. All thy declarations are ſure of being ac- 
compliſhed: they perſecute me without cauſe, 
O be thou my protector | 

7. They had almoſt taken away my life, but 
I adhered firmly to thy commandments. + 

8. O revive me, according to thy affection- 
ate mercy, and ſo ſhall I obſerve thy ordinances! 


„ LAMED. 
1. O Lox, thy law is eſtabliſhed immurably 
in heaven! | 
2. Thy veracity is likewiſe fixed and immove 
able as the ſolid earth. 
f 7ĩTTkxk ?ḱnæʒ d —__—___—_—_—_—_—_—_— 
3. In thoſe days, only leathern bottles were uſed, which 


| being hung in a ſmoky place, became dry and ſhrivelled. Thus 


in Matthew ix. 17, Neither do men put new wine into old bot 
tles, Oe. becauſe the fermentation would burſt them. 


7. I Samuel xxiii. 26. 


2. See Pſalm xciii. note on verſe 2. 
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3. The whole creation continues to this 
day according to thy original mandate ; for all 
things are ſubſervient to thee, 

4. If my chief delight had not been in thy 
law, my diſtreſs would have overwhelmed me. 

5. I will never forget thy commandments, for 
by means of them thou haſt revived me. 

6. I am entirely thine: O preſerve me, for I 
have devoutly ſtudied thy precepts ! 

7. Impious men deviſed ſtratagems to ruin 
me, but I will apply for comfort to thy ordi. 
' Dances, 

8, I perceive that all human objedts and en- 
zoyments come to a period: but thy command. 
ments are infinite in extent and ſatisfaction. 


E MEM, 


1. Loxp, how I love thy law! throughout 
the day I ſtudy it. 


2. Thou haſt-made me wiſer than my ene- 
mies by means of thy commandments; for they 


are ever preſent to my mind. 
3. I have more real underſtanding than my 


religious inſtructors, for thy laws are my ſtudy. 


—ä —— —— 
2. A flight tranſpoſition in this verſe has removed the un- 


certainty of the relation borne by the article them in the Li- 
turgy tranſlation. 


* 
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4. I am wiſer even than the elders, becauſe I 
_ thy commandments. 


5. I have reſtrained myſelf from every ſpecies 
of wickedneſs, that I might nn obey ay | 


precepts, 
6. I have not deviated from thy ordinances, 


for thou thyſelf haſt inſtructed me in them. 
7. O how pleaſant are thy laws to my taſte} 
ſweeter even than honey to my mouth. | 
8. By ſtudying thy commandments I objain 
wiſdom; and therefore I deteſt all iniquity. 


2 NUN, 


1, Tay law is as a lamp to my feet, and a 
light to my paths. 

2. I have ſolemnly vowed, and fe ſl re- 
ſolved, to obey thy righteous ordinances. 


3. I ſuffer exceſs of affliction: revive me, O | 


Lord, according to thy promiſe! 


4. Let my ſpontaneous ſaerifices of praiſe be 


RN — P ————————³³AZArPBM — —— 


\ *» It is not improbable that by the teachers, and aged, 
(or ancients, according to the Bible tranſlation) are meant wy 
publick inſtructors, or doctors of the law. 

7. The former clauſe of this verſe is abſurdly enough 1 
dered in our Liturgy verſion; viz. % How warben 
unto my throat“ - e 


* * 


7 
2 
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| acceptable to thee, O Lord, and inſtru& me 
in thy laws! 
5. I am continually in danger of my life, yet 
do I not forget the diſcharge of my duty. 
6. Impious men concerted a plot againſt me: 
but I deviated not from thy commandments. 
7. Thy promiſed mercies have I claimed as 
my rich and eternal portion: for they are the 
ſole delight of my heart. 
8. I have therefore adopted the moſt fervent 
reſolution to obey thy laws, even to the end 
of my life. 


oO SAMECH. 


1. I aBHoR thoſe whoſe thoughts are bent 
on wickedneſs; and am affectionately attached 
to thy law. 

2. Thonart my defence and protection; and 
my confidence is in thy promiſes. | 

3- Avoid my preſence, ye impious men! I 

will punctually obſerve the injunctions of my 
God. 
F———  — 
5. The former clauſe of this verſe, as rendered in our tran- 
Nations, is an Hebraiſm, which the reader may ſee paralleled in 
Judges xii. 3; 1 Samuel xix. 5; and xxviii. 21. He means 
that his I/ is as perpetually expoſed to violence, and may be 
wreſted from him as eaſily as any thing out of a man's hand. 


4 
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4. O ſupport me, according to thy promiſe, 
that I may live! and let me not be diſappointed * 
of my confidence! 


5. Suſtain me, and J ſhall be ſafe, And my 


delight ſhall be conſtantly in thy ordinances. 


6. Thou haſt ever defeated all thoſe who 


violated thy commandments; for they 8 
but deceitful methods of ſucceſs. 

7. Thou rejecteſt all impious men like Toſs: 
therefore I love thy juſt decrees. | 


8. I feel the moſt awful dread of thee, and 


am terrified by thy judicial threatenings. 
y AIN. 5 I, 
1. I conducT myſelf with integrity and juſ- 
tice: O ſurrender me not to the power of my 


adverſaries! 
2. Cauſe thy ſervant to delight i in virtue, ſo 


that hau ghry n men may not be permitted to in-. 


jure me. 

3. My ſpirits are exhauſted by the long ex- 
pectation of thy * and of thy A 
promiſe. 
=== 
3. The eyes here, as rendered in our tranſlations, mean 

ſtrength and pirita, as in 1 Samuel xiv. 27, 29» 


Penn 


- 44 


124 A LIBERAL VERSION 


4. O deal with thy ſervant according to thy 

affectionate mercy, and inſtruct me in thy laws, 

5. I am devoted to thy ſervice: O grant me 
underſtanding to comprehend thy ordinances! 

6. It is time for thee, Lord, to exert thy 
power, for mankind trample on thy law. 
4. But I value thy commandments —_— 
more than gold and jewels. 

8. Therefore I ſtrictly obey all their injunc- 
tions, and every ſpecies of iniquity I _— 
abhor. 


D PE. 


1. Tay laws are admirable; therefore my 


2851 obeys them. 
When thy wiſdom ſhines forth on men, 
ko ſpiritual light and underſtanding on 
Us moſt uninformed. 
3. I opened my mouth, and panted for 
breath: for I longed to ſtudy thy command 


1 


3. This verſe cannot be eaſily intelligible to the Engliſh 
reader, without a paraphraſe. The Pſalmiſt, according to the 
bold figures of Eaſtern imagery, repreſents himſelf as eager to 
comprehend and fulfil the divine law as a man to overtake and 
obtain a deſired earthly obje&t. Thus in CHETH, verſe + 1 
wade haſte fc. 


SQ. A.- F” GG © ET ED 
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4. O vouchſafe to conſider me, and bemer- 
ciful to me, as thou art accuſtomed to be to- 
wards thoſe who revere thy name. 

5. Direct my conduct by thy ay Ai 
and thus ſhall no vicious inn gain a" 
over me. 


6. Deliver me from * effects of . in ⸗ 


juſtice; and ſo ſhall I gratefully keep ty com- 
mandments. 

7. Diſplay — * ſervant the refulgent 
beams of thy n rnd. inſtru me in thy 
ordinan ces? 

8. My eyes * with en, . 
* not nay _ * 100 Fl 


„ 40 14 * TSAPDL, 


1. Trou, O Lord, art perfectly juſt, dah ay 
decrees are likewiſe equitable! 


4. The name of the Lord is explained in Pſalm v. ova 


verſe 12; and in xcix. note on verſe 3, 

7. The former clauſe, as rendered in our verfions, is amongſt 
the numerous inſtances continually occurring throughout the 
ſcriptures of an alluſion to the manifeſtation of the divine pre- 
ſence in a luminous cloud to the Ifraelites in their paſſage 
through the wilderneſs: thus in Pſalm iv. 7; xxi. 6; &c. 
Ligbt was ever, amongſt all nations, a fymbol of joy and com- 
fort. See alſo Pſalm xliv. 4; and the note. 


14 
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2. The ordinances which thou haſt eſtabliſhed 
are altogether pure and upright. - 

3. My zeal has even preyed on my ſpirits, 
becauſe my adverſaries have ſo ney vio- 
lated thy commandments. 

4. Thy law is of the utmoſt purity; and 
therefore thy ſervant reveres it. 8 
5. I am, at preſent, inconſiderable od of 
mean repute: but I will not forget thy precepts. 

6. Thy righteous laws are of eternal import, 
and thy ordinances are founded on perfect truth. 

7. Diſtreſs and anguiſh have frequently in- 
vaded me, yet my delight is AY fixed on 
thy commandments. 

8: Thy laws are r juſt and holy; 
grant me a thorough comprehenſion of them, 
and I ſhall live in proſperity! | 

d KoPH. fo 

1. I 8VvPPLICATE thee with the moſt earneſt 

fervour: hear me, O Lord, and I will keep thy 


commandments! _ 
—-ĩä œ ſ—.— Dꝛ ¶ 
4. The original, which is exactly followed by the eſtabliſhed 
tranſlations, contains a metaphor taken from the refinement of 
metals: q. d. The divine Jaw is purified from all drofs. 
6. That is, There never will come a time when the divine 
law ſhall not be equally ſalutary, and yaluable, for the conduct 
of mankind, as it is now. 
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2. Even thee do I ſupplicate: aſſiſt me, and 1 
' will obſerve thy laws. 


3. Farly in the morning Ii intreat thee: for 


in thy promiſes is my confidence. 


4. My eyes anticipate the night-watches, chat 


I may engage myſelf in ſtudying thy word. 
5. Hear my prayer, O Lord, according to 
thy affectionate mercy; revive me as thou haſt 
been accuſtomed. 
6. They approach, who maliciouſly perſecute 
me, and likewiſe tranſgreſs thy laws. 


7. Let thy power be near me, O Lord! ſince 


all thy promiſes are ſacred. 


8. For with reſpe& to thy. declarations, I 


have long been convinced that they are immu- 
table and · certain. 


- | == 

4. The Jews anciently divided the night into three watches, 
which began at what we call fix o' clock in the evening, and 
conſiſted each of four hours. The Romans afterwards intros 
duced amongſt them the cuſtom of dividing it into four watchs 
es, conſiſting of three hours each, as well as of dividing the 
day and the night into twelve hours ſeverally. David inti- 
mates that he meditated in God, not only in the day-time, but 


alſo in the ſeveral diviſions of the night, wherein different ſol- 


diers, or different parties of ſoldiers, were appointed to watch, 
or keep guard: ſee Pſalm xc. 4; and the note. 


* 
2 


128 A LIBERAL VERSION 


 RESH, 

1. O conſider my aflition, and deliver me! 
for I do not forget thy law. 
2. Avenge my cauſe, and reſcue me! revive 
me, according to thy promiſe! 

3- Safety is far from impious men: for they 
regard not thy ordinances. 
4. Great is thy mercy, O Lord! revive me, 
as thou art accuſtomed! | 

5. Numerous are thoſe who diſtreſs and 
perſecute me; yet I deviate not from thy in- 


junctions. 

6. It grieves me when 1 obſerve profane 
men, becauſe they violate thy law. 
7. Conſider, O Lord, how I love thy com- 
mandments! O revive me, according to thy 
affectionate mercy! 
8. Thy promiſe is everlaſtingly true: all 
thy righteous decrees will remain in force 
for ever. 


5. Theſe may be ſeen in Leviticus xix. 18; where, in the 
true ſpirit of the goſpel diſpenſation, it is forbidden to avenge 
. Injuries, and men are injoined to love their 1 as tbem- 

ſelves. | 


% 
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D SCHIN, 


. Men in power have perſecuted me with- 
out e but my heart reverences thy com- 
mands. 

2. I rejoice as much in ſtudying thy revealed 
will, as one who has acquired rich ſpoils. 

3. With reſpe& to the falſhoods of the pa- 
gan worſhip, I abominate them, and am de- 
voutly attached to thy ſervice. 

4. Very frequently throughout the day 1 
offer thee my praiſes, on account of thy holy 
precepts. 

5. Great is the comfort which they enjoy 


who venerate thy law, and they are not diſ- 


guſted by its injunctions. 


1. He alludes to his perſecution by Saul; whoſe life, in obe- 
dience to the will of God that the perſon of his anointed 
ſhould be held ſacred, David — times ſpared: x Samuel 
xxiv. 6; and xxvi. 9. j 

3. See DALETH, verſe 5, and the note. 

4. In the original and the eſtabliſhed verſions, Seven times a 
day &c. This is a favourite and prevailing number through- 
out the ſcriptures, from Geneſis to the Apocalypſe, upon every 
occaſion, The curious reader may find a vaſt variety of 
inſtances in Calmet's dictionary, under the article SEVEN. 
Perhaps the importance and conſtant uſe of this number ori- 
E the world „ 


days. 
VOL. II. 1 


W 
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6. Lord, I have patiently waited for thy 
protecting power, and conformed myſelf to 
thy commandments. 

7. My mind has implicitly obeyed thy ordi- 
nances, and exceedingly delighted in them. 

8. I have punctually obſerved all thy com- 
mands and precepts, knowing that my whole 
conduct is ſubject to thy inſpection. 


N TA. 


1. LET my petition approach thy preſence, 
O Lord! grant me that underſtanding which is 
conformable to thy inſtructions! 
2. Let my ſupplication approach thee! deli- 
ver me, according to thy promiſe! 
3. My lips ſhall celebrate thy praiſe, when 
thou haſt inſtructed me in thy precepts. 

4. Yes, my tongue ſhall ſing the praiſes of 

thy promiſe: for all thy decrees are faithful, 

5. Let thy power aſſiſt me! for I have pre- 
ferred thy commandments to all things. 

6. I have long eagerly expected thy protec- 
tion, O Lord! and in thy law is my delight. 
F. O preſerve my life, and it ſhall be de- 
A_——_—_——_AXRqjzj_zqz_R—— 


2. For this promiſe, ſee x Samuel xvi. 13; 2 Samuel iii. 93 
and vil. 15. 
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voted to thy praiſe; and thy declarations —_ 
afford me comfort. 

8. I have been chaſed from e like” a 
ſheep that is driven from its flock: O ſeek thy 
perſecuted ſervant, for I have not forgotten 
"7 laws. 


al CXX....' 7 - 
This and the fourteen following Plalme are entitled in the 
Hebrew, Songs of Steps, or Degrees. Some think they 
were called ſo, becauſe they were ſung by the Levites, as 
they aſcended the ſtairs, or ſteps of the temple: (Nehemiah 
ix. 4.) others, that the name refers to ſome gradual riſe, 
or exaltation, of the voice, in ſinging. Both opinions 
have their probabilities : it therefore is not eaſy to decide 
which of theſe reaſons occaſioned the appellation. This 
Pſalm, however, appears to have been compoſed by Da- 
vid, in conſequence of Doeg's calumnies, (1 Samuel xxii.) 
and to have been afterwards uſed by the Jews, in remem- 
brance of their captivity. yore 5 
WHEN I was in diſtreſs, I ſupplicated the 
Lord, and he relieved me. 
2. Preſerve my life, O Lord, from the in- 
tentions of falſe and inſidious flander. 


CcmmmrU_———_—_————R—— — 


8. He implores the Almighty, as a vigilant ſhepherd, to 
look after his perſecuted ſervant, and re-unite him in ſafety to 
his flock ; . 
brought on himſelf his misfortunes. 


132 A LIBERAL VERSION 


3. What puniſhment can be ſufficient for 
thee, thou perfidious wretch? Nothing leſs 

than the powerful and keen arrows of the 

almighty ange * * coals upon thy 
head. 

4. Hapleſs is my boy that I am obliged to 
reſide in Meſech, and to fix my abode amongſt 
the tents of Kedar! 

5. Long have I reſided amongſt thoſe who 
are averſe to peace. 
ny. wn anxiouſly ſtudy to promote peace; but 
when I mention it to them, they prepare them- 
ſelves for farther hoſtilities. 


3. The Bible literally aud juſtly tranſlates the latter clauſe, 
avith coals of juniper : the wood of which tree is ſuppoſed to 
burn more intenſely than any other, 

4. Męſech is ſuppoſed to have been ſome barbarous place in 
Arabia, the inhabitants of which either clad themſelves in 
ſkins, -(as the term-in the Chaldee and Syriack languages im- 
plies) or covered their tents with them. Kedar is the name of 
another place or territory in Arabia, ſo called from Kzdar, the 
ſon of Iſhmael, (Geneſis xxv, 13.) whoſe poſterity inhabited 
that country. 
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This Plate is fuppoſed to have ones | 


When he was in the field with his army, during the rebel- 
lion of Abſalom. The phraſe ſeems to be military; re- 
preſenting a general earneſtly looking out for the Ae 
he expects. It is alſo adapted to the ſervice of the tabers 
nacle. In the third verſe, ſome perſon wiſhes he may 
find the favour and protection of his God. From the 
fourth to the concluſion, the prieſt, probably ſeeing the 
uſual ſign of fayour—Bebold' n and aſſures the 


king of the divine bleſſing. 


I will raiſe my eyes to the hills, whenee I ex- 
pect aſſiſtance. 


2. My aſſiſtance proceeds from the Lord, 17 6 


creator of heaven and earth. 
3. He will not ſuffer thee to be overthrown? 
and he who guards thee will not fleep- © 
4. Behold, we who protects liract will not 
even ſlumber. 
5. The Lord himſelf is thy cots; the 
Lord is thy defence ever preſent to thee: * 
6. So that the ſun ſhall not ſcorch thee A 
day, nor the moon injure thee by night. 


* 
© 4 


6. In ſome of thoſe countries the heat of the ſun was occaſi- 
onally intolerable. To underſtand the latter clauſe of this verſe, 
it muſt be remembered that the moon was then ſuppoſed to- 
ſhed a malignant influence: and it is certain that the copious 
dews of the night were very pernicious in thoſe countries. 


* 
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7. The Lord ſhall preſerve thee from all 
danger: even he ſhall protect thy life. 
8. The Lord ſhall ſuperintend thy marching 
forth, and thy return home, to the end of thy 


exiſtence. 


, PSALM xxl. 


This Plalm, DA rg is A Song of Aſcenfions, was ſung 
when the people aſcended to Jeruſalem, either to celebrate 
the yearly feſtivals, or when they returned from the Ba- 
bylonian captivity. It is written in the perſon of an in- 
dividual repreſenting the whole nation. 
I Rejoiced when they faid to me, © We will 
attend the houſe of the Lord.“ 

2. Again ſhall our feet enter r thy gates, O 
Jeruſalem: 

3. Jeruſalem is a | city built in regular pro- 

= 

4. Thither do the tribes aſcend, the tribes 
appointed by the Lord, to offer a commemora- 
tion before the people of Iſrael, and to praiſe 

the divine power. 

5. There likewiſe is the ſeat of judgment, 
even the ſeat of the family of David. 
ͤ—6 — .. ————̃— B —B—— 


4. Exodus xxiii. 173 and xxv. 21. 
$o. Chronicles xix. 83 and 2 Samuel viii. 155 18. 


1 
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6. O pray for the proſperity of Jeruſalem! 
they ſhall proſper, who wiſh well to it. 

7. Peace dwell within thy TE plenty 
in thy houſes! 


8, On account of my relations and friends, 45 


I will wiſh thee proſperity. 
9. But chiefly on account of the houſe of 


the Lord our God, which is built within thee, 
I will ſtudy to promote thy welfare. | 


PSALM CXXII!. 


The author of this Pſalm is unknown. It was probably 
written towards the concluſion of the Jewiſh captivity, 
when the nation maT rn 5 
rance. 


To thee 1 life my anxious eyes, O thou, - 


whoſe habitation is in the heavens! 


4 . Behold, as the eyes of mere ſervants ob- 


7. This verſe includes a publick and a private wiſh; one 

that the walls or ramparts might not be viſited by war; the 
other, that the individuals might plenty. 
1. This verſe contains one amon the numerous inſtances 
in the ſcriptures, of the confined notions entertained by the 
Jews with reſpect to the Deity. The prevailing opinion was 
that his reſidence was local, in the heavens, in the clouds, on 
a mountain, or in the ark: . 
and the notes. 


825 
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* 


ſerve the hand of their maſters, and thoſe of a 
female- ſervant, the hand of her miſtreſs, ſo do 
ours vigilantly attend on the Lord our God, in 
expectation of his mercy. 
3. Take, therefore, compaſhon on us, 0 
Lora! for we are moſt contemptuouſſy treated, 
4. Our fpirits are oppreſſed by the ſarcaſtick 
inſults of our wealthy, and by the malice of our 
haughty tyrants. 


PSALM CXXIV. 


This is a Pſalm of David, and ſeems to have been compoſed 

on occaſion of his deljverance from the rebellion of Abſa- 
lom. It was afterwards found ſo agreeable to the ſtate of 
the nation after the captivity, that it was conſtantly uſed 
by the Levites in the publick ſervice. It is with great 
propriety one of the Pſalms appointed in the ſervices of 
November 5, and May 29. 


IF the Lord himſelf had not favoured our 
cauſe,” the nation of Iſrael may now ſay, if 
God himſelf had not favoured our cauſe, when 
men roſe in arms againſt us, 

2. They would have devoured us alive, 
_ they were fo violently enraged againſt us: 


2. The civil law of the Jews allowed maſters and miſtreſſes 
the privilege of ſeverely . 
—— er tao ICgE 
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. The floods had drowned us, and the tor- 
rent lad overwhelmed our life: 


4. The mighty floods of audacious men | 


would have even overwhelmed our life. 


5. Bur praiſed be che Lord, who did not 


give us up as a prey to their vengeance. 

6. We eſcaped with life, as a bird from the 
ſnare of the fowler: thus the ſtratagem of our 
enemies failed, and we were delivered. 

7. Our preſervation is derived from the 


power of the Lord, the « creator of 8 and 


earth.“ 


| ICC UU 


PSALM CXXV. 


The author of this Pſalm is unknown. It is ſuppoſed to 
have been a pious exhortation to the people, when Sen- 
nacherib's army. threatened them with deſtruction: and 
perhaps theſe were ſome of the comfortable words which 
we read that Hezekiah ſpoke to them: 2 Chronicles xxxii. 
6, 7, 8. Wr 
vice of November 5. | ; 


. # 


2, 3, 4. It is common, throughout the ſcriptures, to repreſent 
hoſtile outrages under the figure of floods and waters: fee 
Pſalm Ixxxvii. 17. 


7. This obſervation is equally juſt and pious. For it was 


probably in conſequence of the Perſians deſtroying the Chal» 
dean monarchy, that the Jews obtained their deliverance.  -- 


_ 
— 
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THEY who confide in the Lord ſhall ſtand as 
firm as the mount Sion, which is immoveable 
= fixed for ever. 

The hills furround Jeruſalem: thus the 
vine power encompaſſes his people to all 
eternity. 

3. For the portion of bad men approaches 
not the allotment of the pious, leſt good men 
ſhould be tempted to commit evil. 

— In 
A. This alluſion to the ſituation of Jeruſalem very ſignifi- 
cantly expreſſes the divine protection, which defended them 
on every ſide from the invaſions of their enemies. A ſhort de- 
ſcription of this city may perhaps aſſiſt us to conceive the juſt- 
neſs of the alluſion. Jeruſalem is ſeated on a rocky mountain, 
every way to be aſcended, except a little on the North, with 
ſeep aſcents, and deep vallies naturally fortified; for the moſt 
part environed by other not very diſtant mountains, as if placed 
in the midſt of an amphitheatre. For on the Eaſt is Mount 
Olivet, ſeparated from the city by the valley of Jehoſaphat; 
which alſo encircles part of the North. On the South is the 
mountain of Offiner, interpoſed with the valley of Gehinnom; 
and on the Weſt it was anciently fenced with the valley of 
 Gihon, and the mountains adjoining. For a farther account 
of Jeruſalem and its preſent ſtate, ſee Pſalm xlviii. note on 
verſe 2. 

3. That is, God makes an everlaſting diſtinction hetaueen the 
allotments, or retribution, of good and bad men; left the former, 
perceiving no diflinfion made betaveen them, ſhould be tempted 
to indulge themſelves in in. The expreſſion in the former 
clauſe is, in the original and in our tranſlations, metaphorical. 
Land was in thoſe days divided by rods, _—_—_ 
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4. Be propitious, O Lord, to the pious d 
Fey "1 

5. With reſpe& to ſuch as return to their 
former ſins, the Lord ſhall diſmiſs them to pus 
niſhment together with other offenders : * 
peace ſhall await Iſrael. 


———————————— ———_—___r— 


PSALM CXXVI. 


This Pſalm is generally allowed to have been compoſed by 
Eſdras, on the return of the Fews from the Babylonian 
captivity: and from the fifth verſe, it may be-inferred to 
have been written whilſt the reſtoration was pending. It 
is one of the Pſalms appointed for the ſervice of May 29. 


WHEN the Lord terminated the captivity of 
the Jewiſh nation, then did we reſemble thoſe 
who dream. 


1. See an account of this event in Ezra i. the ſame perſon 
who wrote the apocryphal books, which are called by his 
name, and who is fuppoſed to have been the author of many 
other books in the ſcriptures, particularly of Malachi; a term, 
which in the original ſignifies a meſſenger from the Lord ; by 


which title prophets in general were diſtinguiſhed, and which, 


may therefore be eſteemed a common and not an appropriate 
appellation: ſee Haggai i. 13; Malachi iii. 13 &c. 

The ſenſe of the verſe is, that the reſtoration was ſo joyful. 
and unexpected an event, that its objects could ſcarcely bs 
heve the reality, but thought it muſt be a dream | 


1 4 


140 A LIBERAL VERSION 
2. Our diſcourſe was filled with expreſſions 


of joy and exultation. 
3. Even the pagans ſaid, The Lord has 
wrought a ſignal event in their favour.” 
4. The Lord has indeed wrought in our fa- 
vour a ſignal event, which fills us with delight. 
5. Completely terminate our captivity, O 

Lord, in the ſame manner as thou directeſt the 
courſe of the ſouthern rivers. 

6. They who ſow in tears ſhall reap in joy, 
= —— — — - . | 

5. I am not ſatisfied with any interpretation I have met with 
of this verſe. Dr. Hammond's, which is generally received, 
appears too far fetched. I apprehend that the Pſalmiſt only 
implores God to complete the miraculous work of the reſto- 
ration, with the ſame almighty power which he exerts to con- 
troul and direct the courſes of the ſouthern rivers, whoſe 
wonderful inundation and retirement, evidently the effect of 


divine wiſdom, communicated health and fertility to thoſe 
countries. | 

It muſt be recollected, that the reſtoration was not total and 
immediate. A part of the nation returned with Eſdras, ſome 
with Nehemiah, and a great number of captives ſome time 
afterwards. In the firſt verſe of this Pſalm, the proclamation 
or beginning of the reſtoration ſeems alluded to: in the preſent 
verſe, the author beſeeches the Almighty to complete it. | 
6, 3. The foundation of the ſecond temple was laid amidſt 
much «<veeping of thoſe who had ſeen the firſt; Ezra i. 12+ 
The Pſalmiſt prophefies, that from this ſorrowful beginning 
ſhould ariſe in future time a magnificent work, that, together 
with the glorious advancement of the Jewiſh religion, ſhould fill 
the hearts of the ſurvivors aud ſucceſſors with joy and delight. 
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. He who now walks onward, weeping as 
he diſperſes his fruitful ſeed, ſhall undoubtedly 
return with joy at harveſl-ime, and carry home 
his ſheaves with him. 


PSALM CXXVIL. 


This Pſalm is thought to have been compoſed by Solomon; 
and is obſerved to be a commentary on a pious maxim fre- 
quently repeated in his book of Proverbs, That no endea- 
yours of men can proſper, without the bleſſing of God. 
It evidently points to a particular family, which God had 
bleſſed with ſecurity, affluence, and children; and might 
have been occaſioned by the lovely appearance they made 
when they preſented themſelves in the Temple, to offer the 

cuſtomary homage to God, Hence it 1s one of the Pſalms ” 
if in the publick ſervice of thankſgiving of women 
after child · birth, commonly called churching. 

1 cannot omit this opportunity of reprobating a groſs abuſe, 

which, I am credibly informed, prevails in many parts of 
England, with relation to this ſervice. In many polite and 
faſhionable families it is performed privately : than which 
practice none can be more abſurd. For the very intention 
of churching ſignifies a reſtoration of the woman to the full 
congregation; from which, her condition had obliged her 
to abſent herſelf. The rubrick orders her to come into the 
church and kneel down, &c. and the miniſter, in her cha · 


— — — — 

The metaphors in theſe verſes are taken from agriculture; 5 
and aptly denote the difference between a ſorrowful ſowing and 
a joyful reaping. The huſbandman, who ſowved his ſeed in a 
fall quantity, and in an unpromijing ſeaſon, ſoall be fu pen 
at finding a plenteous * 


i 
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racter, ſays, I will pay my vows now in the preſence of 
all his people, in the courts of the Lord's houfe,”” &c. If the 
performance of this ceremony in the church be unneceſſary, 
and it may as well be ſolemnized at home, let it in that 
caſe be called the houfing, or the domeſtication of women; 
or rather, let it not be done at all: for it is a mere mockery 
of the original purpoſe, and means nothing. There is a 
ſervice for private bapti/m, but none for u_ churching ; 
which indeed is rank nonſenſe. 
This is one of the Pſalms which were ſung by the Levites, 
A 


UNLESS the Lord perpetuate a family, their 
1 is loſt who ſtrive to perpetuate it. 
Thus alſo, unleſs the Lord guard the 
_ vain is the vigilance of the ſentinel. 
3- And to no purpoſe do you riſe early, 
take your reſt late, and mingle care and anxi- 
_ ety with your very meals: for it is only on 


: — 
—— —— — — — — 
; ; 


1. That the term tranſlated houſe in our eſtabliſhed verſions 
means a family, and to build the houſe, to perpetuate or in- 
creaſe the family, may be clearly ſeen in Exodus i. 21; and 
in Deuteronomy xxv. 9. The ſubject of the Pſalm is the 
production and education of children, and not the building of 
houſes. It has been before obſerved, that the perpetuation of 2 
family was amongſt the chief bleſſings of the Jews; and its ex- 
tinction, the greateſt misfortune they could experience: becauſe 
it deprived them of the hopes of giving birth to the Meſſiah. 
The Pſalmiſt properly reminds them that, without the divine 
favour, all their efforts to perpetuate their families would be 
unſucceſsful, 
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good men, his beloved ſervants, that he con- 


fers pure repoſe. 


4. Behold, children and the offspring of the 
womb, are an inheritance and a gift proceeding 


from the Lord. 
. As arrows in the hand of a warrior, ſo 
are the children of youth to their parents. 

6. Happy is the man whoſe quiver is full of 
ſuch ſhafts; they will not ſhrink back, when 
they plead againſt their adverſaries in the court 
of Judicature. 


5. Our liturgy tranſlation gives not the intended ſenſe of the 
original by young children. The children of youth are thoſe 
born in the youthful vigour of their parents; vppoſed to thoſe 
of old age, which are obſerved in general not to be ſo robuſt as 
the former: thus Jacob ſays of Reuben, that he was his might, 
the beginning of his ſtrength. The verſe means, that children 
of youth protect their parents, in the ſame manner as weapons 
ſerve for the defence of their owner. 

6. The court of judicature was held in the gate of the city : 


ſee Pſalm c. note on verſe 4; Deuteronomy xxv. 7, &c. The 


place of execution was at a little diſtance on the outer fide of the 
gate: © Jeſus ſuffered qvithout the gate Hebrews xiii. 12, 


z 
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PSALM CxxvIII. 

Solomon is the reputed author likewiſe of this Pſalm; which 
the Jews are ſuppoſed to have uſed in their ſervice of ma- 
trimony. It is with equal propriety uſed by our church 
on the ſame occaſion: and it is chiefly an addreſs from the 
prieſt to the bridegroom. | 


HAPPY are all thoſe who revere the Lord, 
and obey his injunctions. 

2. Acting thus, thou ſhalt enjoy the fruit 
of thy labours; happy ſhalt thou be and proſ- 


perous. 


3. Thy wife ſhall be as fruitful as the vine, 
which ſpreads itſelf on the walls of thy houſe: 

4. Thy-children ſhall, like the young olive- 
trees, ſurround thy table. 


Crt r r i —— 


3, 4. Here we are again preſented with the prime bleſſing 
amongſt the Jews: ſee note on verſe 1 of the preceding Pſalm. 
Notwithſtanding the objections raiſed by ſome modern travel- 
lers againſt underſtanding that vines in Judea covered, as with 
us, the walls of their houſes, the opinion of Rabbi Kimchi, 
Patrick, Hammond, and Doddridge, ſeems preferable, that they 
were in thoſe days planted near the fides of houſes. It was alſo 
the cuſtom to decorate the tables ramis felicis olive but the 
Pſalmiſt here probably alludes to young olive trees, which it 
was uſual to plant at certain diſtances round the table in gardens, 
in order to protect the gueſts from exceſſive heat. Thus, the 
children were, like theſe trees, to ſerve for the comfort and pro- 
tection of thoſe who planted them. Sce Genefis xvili. 43 and 
ker .. 


* 
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5. Behold, thus ſhall that man be bleſſed, 
=- reveres the Lord. 

6. The Lord from his reſidence i in Sion ſhall 
ſo bleſs thee, that thou ſhalt ſee Jeruſalem 
proſper as long as thou liveſt: 

7. And farther, chat thou ſhalt behold 
thy children's children, and peace cſtabliſhed 
thr one the 8 of Ifrael. 


* PSALM CXXIX, 


This Pſalm is thought to have been written by Ezra at the 
return of the Jews from their captivity; and then 752 
% deviſe miſthief againſt Sion, verſe 5, may refer to 
the neighbouring nations, who maliciouſly obſtructed 
the Jews in rebuilding their city. 


FREQUENTLY have they oppoſed me 


from the infancy of my government,” may 


Iſrael now ſay; 
2. Often have they infeſted me from the 


earlieſt period of my youth: but they have. not 
ſucceeded againſt me. 


— 
6. God wa ſuppoſed to reſide in the ark, which was u- 
tioned on Mount Sion: EG r 
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3. Like ploughers, they cut deeply into my 
125 and made long furrows in it. 

But the righteous God has fruſtrated the 
Pe wo of our impious adverſaries. 

5. May all thoſe be ignominiouſly defeated, 
who deviſe miſchief againſt Sion! 

6. May they reſemble graſs growing on the 
top of a houſe; which, having little root, wi- 
thers away before it can be plucked up; 

7. With which no mower can fill his hand, 
nor the colle&or of the ſheaves, his arms: 

8. So that thoſe who paſs by omit the uſual 


3. This is, in the original, ſo bold a figure, that I have 
been obliged to ſoften it. 

6, 7, 8. The Pſalmiſt contraſts the thin, ſparing crop of 
graſs that may accidentally grow on the houſe-top, with the 
plentiful harveſt of the field. Graſs ſhould wither after it is 
plucked up, or mowed; whereas the former withers before. 
Although graſs is here principally ſpecified, there is an evident 
alluſion to the corn-harveſt throughout theſe verſes. The 
term may therefore mean the productions of harveſt in general. 
The error of the Bible tranſlators, who here render groweth, 
inſtead of be plucked up, is worthy of notice; as being not 
only repugnant to the original, but to the cuſtom ſtill prevail- 
ing in many parts of the Eaſt, of plucking up their corn from 
the roots, leaving the ground as bare as if nothing had ever 
grown on it. The reaſon aſſigned for this practice is the value 
of the ſtraw for their cattle; no hay being made there. 

8. It was anciently a pious cuſtom with Jews and pagans to 
implore the divine bleſſing on their labours in time of harveſt, 


. =& 


5 
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ſalutation of “ The Lord proſper you! we 


implore on you the influence of the divine 
bleſſin g! 


PSALM xxx. 


Some think chat this Plalm was compoſed by David after 
the affair of Bath-ſheba; (ſee verſes 3, 4.) others, after the 
perſecution he ſuſtained from Saul. There is, however, 
no certainty in either conjecture. It is more applicable to 
the times immediately ſucceeding the captivity: for it 
ſeems rather to relate to the calamity of the nation at 
large, than to the diſtreſs of any particular perſon. This 
is one of the Pſalms appointed for the evening ſervice of 
2 


IN che depth of my affliction have I cried 
unto thee, O Lord! Lord, hear my voice! 


> 4 a 


and to wiſh each other ſucceſs. Thus in Ruth ii. 4: and in 
Virgil's Georgicks, book i. verſe 347, it appears that they did 
not even put the fickle into the corn, without firſt invoking 
the protection of their goddeſs Ceres. We wiſh you ſucceſs,” 
or, c we bleſs you in the name of the Lord, muſt not be under- 
ſtood in the modern acceptation of this latter phraſe. To wiſh 
ſucceſs in the name of another perſon, means in his character, 
or perſon. But that cannot be the caſe here. The name of the 
Lord, in this paſſage, muſt therefore ſignify (as in Pſalm xliv. 
6, and as it is explained in Pſalm xcix. note on verſe 3) his 
power and influence: 


1. By deep waters is frequently repreſented, in feriptural 
language, the extremity of affliction; thus in Pſalm Ixix. 1; &c. 


_ 
_ 
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2. O grant a ſerious attention to my com- 
plaint! 

. If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt ſtrictly notice 

every tranſgreſſion, W would be found guilt. 


leſs? 
4. But thou art merciful; and therefore 


ſhalt thou be reverently obeyed. 

5. I anxiouſly expe& deliverance from the 
Lord, my ſoul attentively awaits it: in his pro- 
miſe is my confidence. 

6. My ſoul applies itſelf to the Lord, even 


before the time of the morning watch. 
7. O Iſrael, truſt in the Lord; for he is 


merciful, and able to effect for you a complete 


deliverance: 
8. And he ſhall reſcue the nation from the 


puniſhment of all their ſins. 
— — my — ann nn mm === 


— — A 4 — Z Md — 


4. The For inſtead of But, in our e tranſlation, de- 
4 the ſenſe. The Pſalmiſt means that the merciful cha- 
rafter of God will incline men to obey him, more than if he 
were ſevere and inexorable. 

6. For an account of the Jewiſh diſtribution of the night, ſee 
Pſalm xc. 4; and cxix. Ko n, 4, notes. The Pſalmiſt here 
alludes either to the prieſts, or ſome of their officers, who 
were peculiarly appointed from a tower to expect the firſt ap- 
pearance of the break of day, when the morning oblation 
was to be offered. 


a 
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PSALM CXXXIT, 


David is ſuppoſed to have written this Pſalm in order to 
vindicate himſelf from the imputation of aſpi piring to the 
throne of Iſrael, during the life of Saul. 


LORD, I am not of an ambitious temper, 1 
am not ſupercilious and haughty! 


2. I do not employ myſelf in concerns of 


the ſtate, which are above my capacity. 
3. But I reſtrain and ſubdue my mind, with 
the humility of a child juſt weaned from its 
mother: my mind exactly reſembles a weaned 
child. 
4. O Ifrael, waſt implicitly in the Lord, 


henceforth and for ever! 1 


þ 


— . ID 
PSALM CXXXII. 
This Pſalm is ſuppoſed to have been written by Solomon, 


when he built the Temple, and accompliſhed the deſigns Y 


of his father David: 2 Samuel vii. 10, 12, &c. It is one 
of the Pſalms appointed for the evening ſervice of Chriſt-- 


mas-Day. 


3. This ſimile is very ſtriking. The aveaned child ſuffers 


great pain and hardſhip in being debarred of its uſual gratifi- 


cation: thus David, who well knew that he was deſtined at 


ſome future day to the kingdom, impoſed a perpetual reſtraint . 
on himſelf, and forbade his mind as yet to think of his exal- | 


tation, 


if 4 
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LORD, remember David and all his ſufferings! 

2. How he bound himſelf by an oath to the 
Lord, and uttered this vow to the Almighty 
God of Jacob: 

3- © I will not enter my palace, nor aſcend 
my bed; 

4. I will not ſuffer my eyes to ſleep, nor my 
eye-lids to flumber, nor my temples to enjoy 
repoſe; 

5. Until I ſhall have provided a place for 
the ark of the Lord, an earthly reſidence for 
the mighty God of Jacob. 

6. Behold, we firſt heard intelligence of the 
ark being at Ephratah, and met with it in the 
woods of Kirjath- jearim. 


— 


2. This oath is not recorded in ſcripture; but may be in- 
ferred from ſeveral circumſtances attending David's intention 
to build a houſe for the Lord. Having built þ:m/elf houſes 
(x Chronicles xv. 1) he immediately prepared a place for the 
ark of God, and brought it up thither in pomp; nor would he 
bleſs his palace, (nor conſequently live in it, for he could not 
inhabit it till it had been bleſt) till he had prepared a place for 
the ark: xvi. 43- Again, in 2 Samuel vii. 2, he ſays, See now 
IT dxwell in a houſe of cedars, but the ark of God dewelleth qavithin 
curtains, 

4. The laſt clauſe of this verſe has no place in the original, 
nor in the Bible tranſlation. 
6. For this tranſlation ſee x Chronicles xiii. 6. Ephratah is 
another name for Bethlehem, 


”Y * 


* 
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7. Let us enter his tabernacle, and proſtrate 


ourſelves before his footſtool! 
8. Ariſe, O Lord, into the place of thy re- 
ſidence, thou and thy powerful ark! 


9. Let thy prieſts be clad in their ſacred 


veſtments, and the Levites ſing joyfully! 

10. Therefore, for the ſake of thy ſervant 
David, reject not his ſon, whom thou haſt 
anointed. 

11. The Lord vouchſafed this ſolemn ach 
to David, and he will not recede from it; 

12. Some of thy family will I fix perma- 
nently on thy throne. 


—— — erent nem men no — 
——— — —⅛—— —ä——ä— — — 


1 7, 8, 9. Theſe verſes are probably a repetition of the expreſ- 
ſions uſed in the ſervice on this occaſion. Ariſe, O Lord, Tt. 


was the form of words conſtantly uſed on moving the ark. The 


proceſſion alluded to in verſe 9 is deſcribed in 1 Chronicles xv. 


11. In ſcriptural language, this ſolemn promiſe is termed an 
oath: 2 Samuel vii. 12; Pſalms Ixxxix. 3, 4; ex. 4, &. 
12. This verſe, I believe, is miſunderſtood by the generality 
of Engliſh readers. They conceive the Almighty to mean that 
one of David's poſterity ſhould, at ſome future time, be the 


divine repreſentative on the throne of Iſrael; that from the 


fruit of David's body ſhould ariſe a heavenly perſon, who 
ſhould, in ſome ſpiritual ſenſe, ſucceed to the kingdom. To 
this erroneous idea it is not improbable that the vulgar ambi- 
guity of the yerb ſets and the want of a ſubſtantive to be go- 
verned by it, may in a great meaſure have contributed. They 
read as if it were fit upon thy ſeat. Whereas the verb in the 
original is active; and is well tranſlated in the Greek and Latin 


g 
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13. If thy poſterity ſhall adhere to my cove- 

nant, and to the teſtimonies which I ſhall teach 

them, their ſucceſſors ſhall ie inherit thy 
throne for ever.” 

14. The Lord himſelf has ſelefted 1 moun- 
tain of Sion as the place of his reſidence: he 
has vouchſafed to approve it; 

15. Saying, * This ſhall henceforth be my 
reſting-place: here will I dwell, for I delight 

in it: 

16. J will bleſs it with abundance of provi- 


* 


verſions, 8159.2, imponam, I will ſet, or place. It is neceſ- 
ſary to contra-diſtinguiſh between the ſignification of /et in this 
verſe, and of ft in the next. A reference to the original pro- 
miſe recorded in Samuel vii. 12, will clearly elucidate this 
matter. The Pſalmiſt quotes the Almighty as ſaying, “ Of, out 
of, or ſome out of (for the Septuagint juſtly renders it ex xo1Aas) 
the fruit of thy body will I p/ace, or fix permanently, on thy 
throne.” God promiſed to perpetuate the crown in his family. 
St. Luke, in the Acts, (ii. 30.) applies the promiſe propheti- 
cally to Chriſt, 

13. This verſe is an elucidation or expanſion of the former, 
the ſenſe of which is repeated in the latter clauſe of the preſent. 

14. Exodus xxv. 22; and note on verſe 3 of Pſalm ci. 

Is, The ark, the ſuppoſed ſeat of the divine preſence, was 
frequently moved from place to place. God was now, how- 


ever, worſhipped in the Temple; which being ſtationary, he | 


is repreſented as ſaying, 4 Thys ſhall be my reſting- place, here 
will F davell,” &c, 
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ſion, and will ſupply its poor with ande 
of food. 

17. I will preſerve its vrieſts in lafery, md 
its holy men ſhall ſing joyful praiſes to me. 

18. There will I cauſe the power of David 
to flouriſh; 1 * decreed a glorious e 
for my anointed. 

19, His enemies I will cover als ſhines 
and in his royal line the crown ſhall be N 


rouſly perpetuated,”” 


PSALM CXXXITIT. 


This Pſalm is ſuppoſed to have been written by David, in 
conſequence of the loyal and affectionate contention of 
the tribes to bring him in triumph to his throne from the 
place to which the rebellion of Abſalom had driven him: 
2 Samuel xix. 9. It was alſo very properly uſed after 
the captivity, when the remainder of the tribes formerly 
ſeparated under Rehoboam, united themſelves. with the 
tribe of Judah, and quietly lived under the ſame common 
government, WS 

__—— 
18. The horn and the lamp, mentioned in the original, are 
ſcriptural metaphors: the one denoting might or ſovereignty, 
(Pſalms xcii. 9; xlv.. 8, the notes) the other, genealogical 
ſucceſſion + in which exact ſenſe it is uſed in 1 Kings xv. 4, 
The Lord did give him a lamp in Jeruſalem, to ſet up his 
ſon after him, &c. The idea was perhaps derived generally 
from the perpetual communication of 'light, and particularly 
from the ever-burning "ey of the Temple. 
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_ 


BEHOLD, how pious and delightful it is for 
relations to live together in affectionate union! 


2. It is like the precious unction poured on 
Aaron's head, which flowed down to his beard, 
and diffuſed itſelf as far as the collar of his 
veſtments: 

3. Or like the refreſhing dews that deſcend 
on Hermon and Sion, 

4. To ſuch a family the Lord ls ordained 
a bleſſing, and will prolong their exiſtence. 


O? 


2. This verſe is capable of a two-fold meaning. It may 
firſt ſigniſy that the ſeveral members of an affectionate family 
are as judiciouſly and cloſely united as the different parts of 
the ſacred ointment, which is ſo particularly deſcribed in Exo- 
dus xxx. 23, &c. and ſecondly, that as it communicated its 
refreſhing fragrance over Azron's whole perſon and garments, 
ſo the principle of love pervades and chears all the individuals 
of an affectionate family. 

3. Another ſimile, denoting that as dews refreſh the earth, 
ſo love animates and chears a ſociety. Rain very ſeldom falls 
in thoſe countries. The want of it is ſupplied by large dews. 
Mr. Maundrell, in the account of his travels, ſays, that when 
he viſited this part of Aſia, he was ſufficiently inſtructed by 
experience what the Pſalmiſt meant by the dew of Hermon; 
his tent being as wet as if it had rained all night. Hermon 
is the general name of a large mountain, ſurrounded by ſeveral 
inferior hills: and Sion is ſuppoſed to have been ſituated on the 
lower parts of Hermon. Thus, as the oil deſcended from 
Aaron's head to his beard and collar, the dews that fell from 
heaven alighted firſt on Hermon, and then paſſed to the con- 


tiguous and ſurrounding regions, 
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PSALM CXXXIV. 


The author of this Pſalm is unknown. It is written in the 
form of a dialogue between the high-prieſt, and the infe- 
rior order of prieſts and Levites: the former exciting 
thoſe whoſe turn it was to watch that night to be diligent 
in their office; and the latter invoking the bleſſing of God 
on him who had admoniſhed them of their duty. 


High Prieſt. ] BEHOLD, praiſe the Lord, all 


ye his conſecrated ſervants! 
2. Ye who by night miniſter, ſtanding in \ the 


divine temple! 
— = = 

4. The life for evermore, as in the original and our tranſla- 
tions, means not the future life, but the prolongation of the 
preſent. Length of days was amongſt the Jews eſtec med a 
bleſſing, and a mark of the divine favour; as premature death 
was conſidered in the oppoſite light. For ever is a frequent 
phraſe in ſcriptural language, denoting an indefinite period: 
thus, „O king, live for ever!“ &c. 

1. Behold is a term very frequently uſed in the ſcriptures, 
when any thing unuſually important is about to be uttered, to 
excite the attention of the hearer. Thus, amongſt numerous 
other inſtances, in Geneſis xxviii. 15, © Behold, I am with 
thee!” in Iſaiah vii. 14; © Bebold, a virgin ſhall conceive” &c. 
and in Acts xx. 22; © Behold, I go bound in the ſpirit to Je- 
ruſalem !”” The adverb noau, inſerted in our Liturgy tranſlation, 
has no place in the original. 

2. Only the high prieſt /ate in the Temple: the inferior or- 
ders food. The latter clauſe of this verſe, as it appears in.the 
Liturgy tranſlation, is not found in the original; nor is it eaſy 
to explain how or wherefore it was introduced, unleſs to ren» 
der the verſe parallel with the ſecond of the next Pſalm. 
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3. Lift up your hands towards the ay, 
and praiſe the Lord! 
Priefts.] 4. May the Almighty Creator of 
heaven and earth grant to thee his bleſſing 
from out of Sion! 


PSALM CXXXV, 

The author of this Pſalm is unknown. It is a hymn of 

thankſgiving uſed in the Temple ſervice; probably ad- 

dreſſed by the precentor to the Levites. 

O Praiſe the Lord, celebrate his divine name! 

praiſe it, ye his conſecrated ſervants! 
2. Ye who ſtand in the temple of the Lord, 

and in the courts of the temple of our God. 


** 


— 


——— 
—ů— 


3. The lifting up of the hands ignifies merely the ſolenin 
act of devotion: during which, the miniſter always looked 
towards the ſanctuary, or ſuppoſed reſidence of the divine pre- 
ſence. The prieſts, before they officiated, were commanded 
to waſh their hands, which cuſtom explains zhe Ji Ning up holy 
hands in 1 Timothy ii. 8. 

4+ Sion, being the ſtation of the ark, which was the depoſi- 
tary of the divine preſence, is here mentioned as denoting the 
ark itſelf: ſee Exodus xxv. 22; and Pſalm ci. note on verſe 3. 
The invocation of bleſſing on the prieſt in this verſe is ſimilar 
to that paſſage in our Liturgy, in which' the miniſter having 
ſaid to the people, The Lord be with you! they reply, And 
with thy ſpirit. | 

1. For an explanation of the name of the Lord, ſee Pſalm v. 
note on verſe 12; and xcix, note on verſe 3, 
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3. O praiſe the Lord, for he is gracious! 
celebrate his name with hymns, for ſuch duty 
is delightful! 

4. And wherefore this injunction? becauſe 
God has ſelected the poſterity of Jacob for his 
own ſervice, and the nation of Iſrael for his 
peculiar people. 

5. I am convinced that the Lord is infinitely 
powerful, and ſupreme above all the pagan 
deities. _ 

6. Whatever was the divine vil, chat has 
he accompliſhed both with reſpect to the hear 
vens, the earth, the ſea, and all the e 
and caverns. 

7. He produces clouds all over the world, 
ſends forth lightning with the rain, and diſ- 


2. See the preceding Pſalm, note on verſe 2. Different orders 
of miniſters aſſiſted in the Temple, and in its out ward courts. 
4. Jacob and Iſrael are ſynonimous: Geneſis xxxii. 28. 
ba one Ling wal of this verſe is wholly ſu- 
perfluous. 
6. Pſalm cxv. 3. 

7. It was congenial with the ſimplicity of theſe times-to 
wa that the winds were depoſited in ſome unknown re- 
ceptacle, and let out in ſuch proportions as pleaſed the divine 
power. Thus in John iii. 8, “ The 4avind bloweth where it 
liſteth, and thou heareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goetb. Virgil's treafury of 
the avinds is a ſimilar idea. 
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perſes the wind from the ſtores in which i it is 
treaſured. WE 

8. He deftroyed the eldeſt children of the 
Egyptians, and the firſt-born of their cattle. 

9. He ſent miraculous demonſtrations of his 
power into the midſt of thee, O thou land of 
Egypt! on Pharaoh and all his attendants. 

10. He extirpated ſeveral nations, and put 
to death their mighty ſovereigns; 

11. Sehon, king of the Amorites; and Og, 
the king of — ſubdued all the kingdoms 
of Canaan, 

12. And gave their countries as a epa 
poſſeſſion to Iſrael his choſen people. 

13. Thy glorious name, O Lord, is eternal; 
and monuments of thy power will exiſt to the 
lateſt generations. 

14. The Lord will avenge the cauſe of his 
people, and be gracious to his ſervants. 

— 

8. Exodus xii. 29. To primogeniture was annexed much 
dignity and privilege: and amongſt all animals, the firfi-born 
are uſually eſteemed the ſtrongeſt and moſt valuable. This 
verſe and the following exemplify the power which the former 
had deſcribed generally. 


9. Exodus vii. 8. The events related in this and the pre- 
ceding verſe are mentioned alſo in Pſalms Ixxviii. and cv. 


, 10, 11, 12. Numbers xxi. 14, 33; and Joſhua xil. 7. 
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15. As for the idols of the pagans, they are 
but filver and gold, the work of men's hands. 

16. They have mouths, but ſpeak not; and 
eyes, but ſee not: 

17. They have ears, but hear not; nor is 
there any breath in their mouths. 5 

18. Thoſe who make them, in ſtupidity re- 
ſemble them; and ſo likewiſe do ſuch as place | 
confidence in them. | 

19. Praiſe the Lord, O nation of Iſrael! 
praiſe the Lord, ye poſterity of Aaron! 

20. Praiſe the Lord, ye deſcendents of Levi! 
ye who revere the Lord, praiſe him! 


21. Praiſed be the Lord from Sion, whoſe 
reſidence is in Jeruſalem! 


FK v:v——..—— 


15. The remainder of the Pſalm from this verſe occurs al- 
moſt in ſimilar terms in Pſalm cxv. 4, &c. 

19, 20. Theſe verſes contain diſtin injun9ions to celebrate 
the divine power, on, the nation in general, the ſuperior and 
inferior orders of prieſthood, and—it ſeems likely—the pro- 
ſelytes. 

21. Sion was eſteemed God's peculiar mountain. It was 
the ſtation of the Temple and of the ark; the ſuppoſed repo- 


ſitory of the divine power and preſence. 
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PSALM CXXXVI. 
This Pſalm, like the former, is a commemoration of the 
peculiar mercies which the Jews had received fram the 
divine providence. Biſhop Patrick ſuppoſes it to have 
been intended for the uſe of their ſolemn feſtivals; it be- 
ing denominated by the Jews The Great Thankſgiving. . 
He obſerves on the frequent repetition of the half verſe, 
that this was introduced, more ſenſibly to impreſs them 
that they owed all their proſperity to the bounty af God; 
to excite their entire dependence on it, and to reſt aſſured 
that it would never fail them, if they piouſly and ſincerely 
acknowledged it. This form of acknowledgment, For his 
mercy, &c. was preſcribed by David to be uſed continually 
in the divine ſervice: x Chronicles xvi. 41; followed by 
Solomon, 2 Chronicles viii. 3, 6; and obſerved by J eho- 
* 27 2 Chronicles xx. 21. 


O Offer grateful homage to the 2 for he 
is a beneficent being, and his mercy is infinite. 
2. O offer grateful homage to the God who 
is ſuperior to all heathen deitie 1 for his mercy 
is infinite. 
3. O be thankful to that Lord who is ex- 
alted above all earthly N for his mercy 
is infinite. 
4. The exertions of whoſe power are pecu- 
liar and wonderful! for his mercy is infinite; 


4. The exertions of divine power here mentioned allude not 
only to the incomprehenſible formation and operations of na- 
ture; but to the interpoſitions of God in fayour of his peculiar 
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z. Who, by means of his tranſcendent wiſ- 
dom, created the heavenly bodies, for his 
mercy is infinite | 
6. Who cauſed the dry ground to ſtand ſes 
cure above the ſurrounding — for his 
mercy is infinite; 
7. Who created vaſt kinioagiby fo his 
mercy is infinite; 
8. The ſun to rule the day, for his mercy 
is infinite; 


9. The moon and ſtars to govern the ni ight, 
for his mercy is infinitez 

10. Who ſtruck with a mortal diſeaſe the 
firſt- born of the Egyptians, for his mercy is 
infinite; | 
people. The former of theſe points is elucidated to the roth 
verſe, where begins a detail of the latter. 

7—9. The aſtronomical error that may be inferred from 
theſe verſes muſt in no reſpect be permitted to operate to the 
diſadvantage of the writer. When the inſpired hiſtorian of 
creation denominated the moon, a leſſer light, (Geneſis i. 16.) 
ſurely the ſame term might be uſed by the Pſalmiſt. Probably, 
the moon was eſteemed in thoſe days amongſt the Jews as real 
a luminary as the ſun. The 8th and gth verſes, excepting the 
repetition For his mercy Oc. are a mere —— from the 
above-cited paſſage i in Geneſis. 


Io. Exodus xii. 29. See alſo the preceding Plalm, note on 
verſe 8. 
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11. And delivered the Iſraelites from amongſt 
them, for his mercy is infinite; 

12. With mighty and irrefiſtible Poe: for 
his mercy is infinite; 

13. Who divided the Red Sea into two 
parts, for his mercy is infinite; 

14. And cauſed the Iſraelites to paſs through 
the midſt of it, for his mercy is infinite; 

15. But as for Pharaoh and his army, he 
overwhelmed them in the Red Sea, for his 
mercy is infinite; 

16. Who conducted his choſen br 
through the wilderneſs, for his mercy is infinite; 

17. Who put to death great kings, for his 
mercy is infinite; 

18. And deſtroyed powerful princes, for his 
mercy is infinite; 

19. N amely, Sihon, king of the Amorites, 
for his merey is infinite; 

20. And Og, the king of Baſan, for his 
mercy is infinite; 

21. And transferred their kingdoms as a 
perpetual poſſeſſion, for his mercy is infinite; 

11. Exodus xil. 41. 5 

12. Exodus vi. vii. viii. 


13, 14. Exodus xiv. 10. 
16. Exodus xvi. 


OF THE PSALMS, 163 


22. Even as a perpetual [poſſeſſion to the 
Iſraelites, his faithful eee for his 
mercy is infinite: 

223. Who remembered us, fil we were in 
calamity, for his mercy is infinite; 

24. And reſcued us from our enemies, for 
his mercy is infinite; 

25. Who provides ſuſtenance for all Crea- 
tures, for his mercy is infinite. 

26. O offer grateful homage to the God of 
heaven! for his mercy is infinite. 

27. O offer grateful homage to the ſove- 
reign of all ſovereigns!. for his mercy is infinite. 


— 
— 


22. The events from the roth to this verſe are mentioned in 
almoſt ſimilar language in Pſalms Ixxvili. cv. and xxx. 

23. When they were haraſfed, or proved, by a variety of 
contiguous nations: Judges iii. I. 

27. It is not a little fingular that none of this verſe has any 
place in the original, except the word endureth : which is 
omitted in all the other verſes, and is ſupplied by the tranſla- 
tors. Probably they added it to give the termination of the 
Pſalm a more complete appearance, by aſſimilating it with 
verſes 2 and 3. 
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PSALM CXXXVII. 


This is a very beautiful and affecting lamentation, compoſed 
by one of the captive Iſraelites during their Aſſyrian bond- 
age. It is with ſome probability imputed to the prophet 
Ezekiel, who was one of them; and is dated in the year 
583 before the birth of our Saviour. 


NEAR the rivers of Babylon we fate down 
and wept, when we recollected thee, O Sion! 

2. As for our harps, we hanged them on 
the trees that grow around them. 

3. For they who had brought us into cap- 
tivity, required of us muſick and ſinging, in 
the midſt of our diſtreſs: © Sing us,” ſaid he, 
% one of the hymns of Sion? 


r. The Tigris and Euphrates. The Liturgy tranſlation has 
perſonified the latter clauſe of this verſe. The original is ſim- 
ply, N ben ave remembered Sion. 

2. It may at firſt ſeem ſtrange that the Jews ſhould carry 
with them their harps into captivity. But it muſt be recolleQed 
that they were the inſtruments with which they celebrated their 
publick ſervice, and that they probably made a point of taking 
with them theſe inſtruments in order to preſerve the devotion 
of the people to the true God, amongſt their idolatrous cap- 
tors, and to propitiate the mercy of their offended Deity. The 
expreſſion our harps, and the uſe through the whole of the 
firſt perſon, render the ſuppoſition exceedingly probable that 
the Pſalm was compoſed by one of the prieſthood, and perhaps 
by Ezekiel. 

3. This was, indeed, a moſt inſulting and barbarous de- 
mand on a people juſt brought into a miſerable captivity, and 


o 
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4. How, alas, ſhall we ſing one of our fa 
cred hymns in this foreign country! 

5. But if I forget thee, O Jeruſalem, may 
my right hand forget its ſkill! 

6. If I do not remember thee, may my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth! nay, 
if I exalt not our loſt Jeruſalem with all my 
powers of joyful melody! 

7. Remember the behaviour of the Edo- 
mites, O Lord, at the time when, Jeruſalem 


accuſtomed to celebrate their God with gladneſs of heart and 
pomp of worſhip. The inſult will appear more conſpicuous, - 
if we conſider that the uſual ſubje& of theſe hymns was the 
omnipotence of God, and his love to his favoured people. 'The 
ſolemnity and grandeur of the Jewiſh worſhip was famous 
throughout the Eaſt; and theſe idolaters might wiſh for an op- 
portunity of ridiculing and contemning it: as if they had ſaid, 
Now ing us one of your ſongs of Sion! noab, let us hear you 
ſound the praiſes of that God of whom ye boaſted that he daelt 
amongst you in the Temple, which aue have laid waſte, and 
burned ! 

5, 6. That is, If I forget the reſpect due to the holy city, by 
profaning her hymns to gratify this pagan nation, and if I give 
the preference to any other place before Feruſalem, to dignify it 
with our ſacred compoſitions, may I (and, in my perſon, the 
whole claſs of yocal and inſtrumental performers) be 885 ever 
diſabled both from finging and playing! | 

7. The time when God's judgments are executed i is, in the 
* language of ſcripture, frequently denominated the 
day: Obadiah 12, 13, 14; and Pſalm xxxvii. 13. When Je- 
ruſalem was ſacked by the Babylonians, theſe unnatural bre- 


\ 


166 A LIBERAL VERSION 


was ravaged! how they ſaid, © Deſtroy it, de- 
ſtroy it, even to the foundations!” 

8. O people of Babylon, who will in your 
turn be waſted with miſery, happy ſhall he be 
who rewards you as you have ſerved us! 

9. Nay, that man ſhall be applauded, who 
takes your infants, and daſhes them againſt the 


ſtones! 


* 


thren, the Edomites, (who deſcended from Eſau) aſſiſted and 
encouraged the deſolation. For this malicious conduct the 
vengeance of God was threatened and executed on them: 
Ezekiel xxv. 12; Jeremiah xlix. 7, &c. | 
3, 9. This is a dreadful prediction of the calamities that 
were deſtined to befall the Babylonians, when invaded by the 
Medes and Perſians, under the command of Cyrus and Darius. 
The deſtruction was to be univerſal, ſparing neither age nor 
ſex. Iſaiah had uttered a ſimilar prophecy concerning thoſe 
devoted people, almoſt an hundred and fifty years before, 
Their children alſo ſhall be daſhed to pieces before their eyes: xiii. 
16. This horrible cruelty was frequent in the prolecution of 
wars in the Eaſt: nor was it unknown amongſt nations affecting 
the higheſt degree of refinement. The Grecians, when they 
had taken Troy, threw Aſtyanax, the infant ſon of Hector, 
headlong from one of the higheſt towers of the city. The 
term daughter means (as in Pſalm xlv. 12, &c.) the inhabitants 
of a nation. | 


> 


1 
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PSALM CXXXVIII. 


This Pſalm, though firſt compoſed by David, as a thankful 
acknowledgement of God's goodneſs to him, was after- 
wards uſed by Haggai and Zechariah at the rebuilding of 
the Temple. 


] Will offer thee grateful homage, O Lord, 
with my whole heart! before the chiefs of the 
people I will ſing thy praiſes! 

2. I will addreſs my devotions towards wat 
ſacred tabernacle, and extol thy name, on ac- 
count of thy affectionate mercy and veracity: 
for thou haſt exalted thy power and promiſes 
above all oppoſition. 

3. When I ſupplicated thee, thou waſt 
pleaſed to hear, and to inſpire me with con- 
ſummate fortitude. 

4. All the kings of the earth ſhall adore 
thee, O Lord! for they have heard of thy 
promiſes and declarations. 


— — 


1. See Pſalm Ixxxii. note on verſe 6. b 
2. The ſews directed their devotion towards the ark: Pſalm 
xxviii. note on verſe 2. The particular meaning of God's 
name is explained in Pſalm xcix. note on verſe 3. David 
adores the Almighty for fulfilling his ſacred promiſe, of bring- 
ing him to the throne of Iſrael, in defiance of all the obſtacles 
that oppoſed him. + 
3. He alludes to his perſecutions in the reign of Saul. 
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5. Yes, they ſhall celebrate the diſpenſations 
of the Almighty, and confeſs that his power is 
wonderful. 

6. For though the Lord be ſupreme, yet he 
tenderly conſiders the humble: as for the proud, 
he is very diſtant from them. 

7. Even ſhould I again experience affliction, 
yet thou wilt ſupport me: thou wilt exert thy 
power over the fury of my enemies, and thy 
omnipotence ſhall preſerve me. 

8. The Lord will complete his affectionate 
kindneſs towards me: thy mercy, O Lord, is 
infinite! forſake not then the humble creature 
of thy power! 


PSALM CXXXIX. 


This Pſalm is generally thought to have been compoſed by 
David when he lay under the imputation of harbouring 
evil deſigns againſt Saul: in which view, it is a ſolemn 
appeal to the divine omnipreſence and omniſcience, for 

his innocence; the Pſalmiſt elegantly intimating how 
fooliſh as well as impious it would be for him to diſſemble 
with a God, whoſe knowledge and power it was impoſ- 


CLxLCEEEE SESSCT_ﬀrTIRR_=____=— —. ̃ — 
8. David was, indeed, in an efpecial manner, the humble 


. ereature of God's poxwer, or the work of his hands; being 
raiſed by him from a lowly ſituation to the regal dignity. 
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fible to clude. There is a peculiar beauty and ſublimity 
in the repreſentation of the divine OO which de- 
ſerve particular attention, 


O LORD, thou haſt a perfect inſpection and 
knowledge of me! thou art acquainted with 
the beginning and end of all my actions! thou 
underſtandeſt my very thoughts befoxe they 
are completely formed! 

2. Thou art preſent with me by day and 
by night, and obſerveſt all my conduct! 

3. Before the word is pronounced by my 
tongue, thou, O Lord, art thoroughly ac- 
quainted with it! | 

4. Thou haſt formed every part of me, and 
impreſſed me with marks of thy power! 

5. Such wiſdom is too wonderful and ex- 
cellent for me: I cannot comprehend it. 

6. Whither then ſhould I fly to eſcape thy 
influence? or whither ſhould I retire from thy 
preſence? 

7. Could I mount to heaven, thou art there; 
could I deſcend to the loweſt parts of the earth, 
thou art there alſo, 
——ññ—ñß—ßv—̃̃̃ (E—v—̃ʒ᷑ĩ¼—v¹̃ñxͥ̃᷑ ³Ü . é ſ—.xv.ꝓ ä..:.x.;xk;.v.;ꝛy⅛ 

* The Pſalmiſt, ſuppoſing himſelf deſirous of avoiding the 


vine preſence, demands to what place he ſhould fly. * 
omnia plena. | | 
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8. Could I borrow the ſwiftneſs of the ri- 
ſing ſun, and tranſport myſelf to the extreme 
parts of the Weſtern ocean, 

9. Even there alſo would thy power preſide 
over me, and thy providence ſupport me. 

10. Should I fooliſhly ſay, Perhaps the 
darkneſs will conceal me- from thee,” then 
would this obſcurity be converted into light. 

11. In fact, to thy perception there is no 
ſuch thing as darkneſs, but the night is as 
clear as the day: darkneſs and light are to 
thee Both alike. | 

12, Even my loins were formed by thee: 
thou didſt cover me with fleſh in my mother's 
womb. | 

13. I will render homage to thee, for my 
formation is ſtupendous and admirable: won- 


— — 


8. The Weſtern parts of the world were in thoſe days almoſt 
wholly unknown to the inhabitants of the Eaſt. 

12. Thus in Job x. 11, Thou haſt clothed me with ſkin and 
fleſh From this verſe to the 16th is a poetical amplification 
of one idea. The 12th and 14th are particularly ſimilar to 
each other, in the latter clauſes. That he was made ſecretly 
and faſhioned beneath in the earth is well illuſtrated by his 
having been covered in his mother”s womb. In Epheſians alſo, 
i v. 9, Dr. Taylor interprets the lower parts of the earth, as 
ſignifying the earthly body, or comb of the mother. 


* 
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derful are thy operations, and with this truth 
my mind is deeply impreſſed. | 

14. My very bones are not concealed from 
thee, though I was created ſo ſecretly, and 
formed unſeen in an earthly body: 

15. Thine eyes diſcerned my ſubſtance in its 
imperfect ſtate: and in thy book were all my 
members delineated; 

16. Which daily attained completion, whilſt 
as yet none of them viſibly exiſted. 

17. How admirable are the deſigns of 
thy providence, O God! O how infinitely 
various! 

18. Should I endeavour to recount them, 
they are more numerous than the ſand: and 
when I awake, I am ſtill engaged in contem- 
plating thee. 

19. Wilt thou not then deſtroy the wicked, 
O God? Depart from me, ye ſanguinary men! 


— — — 
— F 


15. The idea of God's noting in a book events and tranſac- 
tions is common throughout the ſcriptures. Thus in Pſalm 
lvi. 8, (on which, ſee the note) Are not theſe things noted in 
thy book ? Tt is alſo frequently declared that the names of ſuch 
as ſhall be ſaved are <vritten in the book of life, and that a book 
will be opened at the laſt day, containing an account of men's 
thoughts and actions: Philippians iv. 31 and _ Revelations, 


paſiim. 
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20. For they blaſphemouſly talk againſt 

thee, and thine opponents ſwear by thy name 
falſely. 
21. Do I not abhor thoſe, O Lord, who 
offer inſults to thee? and am I not grieved by 
the conduct of them who openly violate thy 
commandments? 

22. Yes, I thoroughly deteſt them, as much 
as if they were enemies to myſelf, 

23. Try me, O God, and ſearch the re- 
ceſſes of my heart! examine me, and ſcrutinize 
my thoughts! 

24. Obſerve whether I harbour any impiety, 
and conduct me in the path that leads to eter- 
nal life! / 


— ————_ — — — — — 
— —ů—ð — 


19. David here comes to the concluſion, from the premiſes 
ſo largely expatiated on in the former part of the Pſalm. As 
if he had ſaid— And wilt thou not, O God, thou who art 
every where preſent, ſeeing and knowing all things; thou, to 
whom the juſtice of my cauſe and the iniquity of my adver- 
ſaries are equally open; thou, who haſt formed, and hitherto, 
in ſo wonderful a manner, watched over, and preſerved thy 
ſervant, evilt thou not deſtroy the wicked, and deliver me out 
of their hands? I know thou wilt: depart from me, therefore, 
ye ſanguinary men. I truſt in my God, and will have no con- 
nexion with you.“ 

22. The Bible copy more juſtly renders the former clauſe, 
J hate them <with perfect hatred, 
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PSALM CAL. 


There is no doubt that this Pſalm was written by David 
under the perſecution of Saul, occaſioned by the treachery 
of ogg ans Ge Zoo: 1 Samuel xxili. 20. 


DELIVER me, O Lord, from the malicious, 
and preſerve me from the wicked! 

2. Who contrive miſchief in their youre, 
and perpetually excite diſcord. 

3- Their tongues are as ſharp and mali 
as thoſe of a ſerpent: the poiſon of adders re- 
ſides within their lips. 

4. Save me, O Lord, from rowing of the 
ungodly: protect me from thoſe 1 impious n men 
who have reſolved on my deſtruction. 

5. Theſe preſumptuous men laid a ſnare for 
me, and extended their net with lines, and ſer 
traps in my way. 


3. Tongues are here uſed, by a metonymy, for teeth, in or- 
der to adapt the fimile more cloſely to the obje it is compared 
with. The tongues of the wicked, and thoſe of ſerpents or 
adders, are repreſented as being equally venomous. 

5. This verſe is ſo figurative of the devices uſed to entrap 
wild beaſts, that I have given it almoſt literally. The fame 
mode to which the Pſalmiſt alludes, is ſtill uſed in the Eaſt, 
particularly for taking elephants: a pit is dug, and artfully 
covered over, into which the animals fall: and ſometimes, 
they are caught with toils, or nets ſpread abroad with cords. 

7. Particularly in his combat with Goliath: 1 Samuel xvii. 39. 
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6. Then I addreſſed myſelf to the Lord, ſay- 
ing, © Thou art my God: hear, O Lord, my 
ſupplication! 

7. O Lord God, thou ſupport of my ſafety, 
thou haſt hitherto protected my life in the day 
of battle. 

8. Let not theſe impious men, 0 Lord, 
attain their purpoſe! let not their miſchievous 
intentions proſper, leſt they preſume on their 
ſucceſs! | 
9. Let the calumnies which they have ut- 
tered be retorted on thoſe who ſurround me. 

o. Let flames be ſhowered on them from 
heaven! let them be caſt into the fire, and into 
the pit of death, ſo that they may never riſe 
from it again!” 

11. A flanderer ſhall not proſper in the 


9, 10. The metaphor derived from an animal inſidiouſiy 
ſurrounded by his purſuers, and driven towards the pitfall, is 
here continued. The /hower of flames may allude to the pu- 
niſhment inflicted on Sodom ant! Gomorrhah. To be caft into 
the fire was a puniſhment frequent in the Eaſt, eſpecially 
amongſt the Chaldeans: thus, tbe king of Babylon roaſted 
Abab in the fire: Jeremiah xxix. 22; and Shadrach, Meſhach, 


and Abed-nego, were caſt into a fiery furnace: Daniel iii. 2. 


11. His own wickedneſs ſhall purſus and overtake him, as 
a hound does his prey. 


- 
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world: misfortune ſhall purſue ſuch a wicked 
perſon to his deſtruction. | 

12. I am confident that the Lord will ec 
the humble, and a the caulc of the 
friendleſs. 

13. Good men ſhall gratefully his 3 
name, and the pious ſhall be firmly „ 


under thy auſpices. 


5 W 


PSALM CXLI. * 

It is probable that David compoſed this Pſalm juſt before 
his flight to Achiſh, king of Gath, when he had a ſeconds 
time ſpared Saul's life, (1 Samuel xxvi) but could truſt 

him no longer: on which account, he takes the reſolution 
mentioned in 1 Samuel xxvii. I, 2. As his determination 
was to fly ſpeedily, there is no queſtion that he did ſoy 
either the ſame night of his parting from Saul, or early 
the next morning. It was on the evening of that day 
when he was preparing for his eſcape, his dutiful behavi- 
our towards Saul, and that monarch's implacable cruelty 
towards him and his adherents, ſtill freſh in his recollec- 
tion, that he pours out to God the following prayer, or 
ſoliloquy; for that it was compoſed in the evening appears 
from his deſiring (verſe 2) that it might be accepted as an 
evening ſacrifice. . 
LORD, I earneſtly invoke thee, haſten unto 
me, and attend to my ſupplication, when I im- 


plore thy aſſiſtance. | 

˖DD SSS 
13. For an explanation of the peculiar meaning of the divine 

name and preſence, lee Pſalms xcix. note on v. 3, and Xlix. 7, &c. 


«I 
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2. Let my prayer ariſe in thy preſence as 
Fon Derr and let the elevation of my hands 
be accepted as an evening ſacrifice. 


3. Place a guard, O Lord, at my mouth, 


and watch the gate of my lips. 
4. O let not my heart be ſeduced to any 


wickedneſs! let me not engage in any irreligi- 
4 ous proceedings with men whoſe cuſtoms are 


Py 
7 * 


> - 
A; 
7 


1. The earneſtneſs of the ſupplications here uſed by the 
Pſalmiſt ſufficiently demonſtrates the extremity of his diſtreſs. 
Human ideas are conſtantly uſed throughout the Pſalms to de- 
note God's preſence and aſſiſtance: thus in Pſalm xxii. 19, 

Be not thou far from me, O Lord! andin xxxiv. 18, The Lord 
s nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, Oc. 
2. This ſhews the writer to be at a diſtance from the taber- 
nacle; where all their ſolemn prayers and daily ſacrifices were 
offered: and therefore, with his face probably directed thither, 
he begs that God would accept all that was in his power to 
perform; namely, the devotion of his heart, and the elevation 
of his hands in prayer: as if he had ſaid, Though this addreſs 


be deſtitute of all that ſolemnity of preparation required in the 
ſervice of thy tabernacle, yet let the purity and fervour of my 
heart, and the innocency of my hands now lifted up to thee in 
this ſad hour of my diſtreſs, be accepted inſtead of theſe, and pre- 
wail for deliverance and a ſafe retreat to me and my followers ! 
3. The metaphor in this verſe is very ſtrong and pointed. 
4. David was now on the point of aſſociating with pagans, 
whoſe religious worſhip conſiſted of ſacrifices and ceremonies 
utterly forbidden by the Moſaick law, and in themſelves flagi- 
tious. He prays that in this corrupt ſociety he may preſerve 
the purity of his religion and his principles. 


. * 


v AAS A © © Th a. ar. 5 


, 


or THE PSALMS, 177 


impious, let be tempted to eat of ſuch thing 
as they are pleaſed with. | 
5. But rather let good men correct me in a 


friendly manner, and reprove me! 

6. Their precious and healing chaſtiſement 
will do me- no injury: I will defend myſelf 
againſt the wickedneſs of my ene, * 
prayer. | 

7. Their princes have been dimiſſed by me 
on the rocks, and heard my language that it 


was gentle: 


5. That is, ſuppoſing him to have deviated into idolatrous 
practices. 

6. This verſe is an inſtance that the imperative in the He- 
brew ſhould in modern languages be ſometimes 1 in 
the future ſenſe. | 

7. “ Of this verſe,” ſays Biſhop Horne, « as it ſtands in 
our tranſlation, I know not what can be made.“ The literal 
meaning of the Hebrew is, Their judges haue been diſmiſſed in 
the fides of the rock, and have heard my words that they were 
ſweet, The paſlage is an alluſion to David's merciful d iſmiſſion 
of Saul at the cave in the ſtrong holds, or rocky eminences of 
En-gedi: x Samuel xxiv. 3; when, inſtead of hoſtile menaces 
and furious revenge, David expoſtulated with him in a manner 
ſo mild and humble that the king was overcome, and lift up 
his voice and wept, ſaying, My ſon Dawid, thou art more 
righteous than I, Cc. 1 Samuel xxiv. 16. The term rendered 
Judges in this verſe frequently * in ſcripture, princess, 
leaders, or generals. | 

VOL. II. M 
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8, Whereas our bones have lain diſperſed 
at the mouth of the grave, like chips of wood 
cut and cleaved on the ground. 

9. My attention, however, is dire&ed to- 
wards thee, O Lord my God! in thee is my 
confidence, O diſregard not my life! 

10. Preſerve me from the ſnares laid for me, 
and from the machinations of impious people! 

11. May the irreligious periſh by their own 
devices, and may I ever eſcape them! 


— 
— 


8. This is the contraſt of the behaviour of Saul's party to- 
wards David. The verſe refers to the dreadful ſlaughter of 
Ahimelech, and other prieſts to the number of eighty-five, 
who were maſſacred in ſo barbarous a manner, that it is juſtly 
compared to one breaking and hewing wood upon the earth : 
1 Samuel xxii. 18. 

Io. Theſe ſnares and machinations, no doubt, allude prin- 
cipally to the attempts that would probably be made by the 
pagans amongſt whom he was about to reſide, toſeduce him from 
his fidelity to God, and taint him with idolatry. The gods of 
the heathens were always eſteemed ſnares to the Iſraelites ; 
Judges ii. 3: and when we recollect the captivations of their 
worſhip, ſo peculiarly grateful to the ſenſuality of human nature, 
it is no wonder that they were thus charaQteriſed, and that the 
people of God are ſo conſtantly guarded againſt them. But the 
terms, ſnares, traps, and nets, may alſo allude to the malicious 
defigns of Saul and his evil counſellors againſt David and his 
party. The convertible uſe of the perfect and future tenſe in 
the Hebrew language is applicable to both meanings. 

11. From the ſequel of the hiſtory, we find that the hope 
and aſſurance here expreſſed by the Pſalmiſt were not ' vain 
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PSALM CXLIIL 
The Hebrew title of this Pſalm clearly denotes its origin. 
It is A Prayer of David, when he was in the Cave; 
either of Adullam, where he took refuge from the purſuit 
of Saul and the Philiſtines: x Samuel xxii. x; or that of 
En-gedi: x Samuel xxiv. 
J Invoked the Lord with earneſtneſs; even to | 
the ſupreme Lord did I offer my ſupplication. 
2. I poured forth my complaints before him, 
and repreſented to him my diſtreſs == 
3- When my mind was oppreſſed by affliction, 
thou kneweſt my ſituation: in the way that I 
took, they contrived an ambuſh to enſnare me. 


He eſcaped all the ſnares that were laid for him on every ſide: 
he lived to ſee the death of Saul, who fell in a battle with the 
Philiſtines; and thoſe Philiſtines, ſubdued by himſelf and his 
ſubjects. 

I. The generality of commentators adviſe the rendering of 
the verbs in this Pſalm in the future tenſe. This is on a ſuppo- 
ſition that it was actually compoſed by David in the cave: 
which cannot be admitted, It was more probably written on 
a retroſpect of his ſituation,” and as a record of his having in- 
voked the divine ſuccour during that extremity. His condition 
in the cave of Adullam was, certainly, very deplorable. Per- 
ſecuted by his own countrymen, diſmiſſed by Achiſh, and not 
yet joined by his own relations, or any other — he 
took refuge in the cave, and was there alone. 

3. That David's pretence of madneſs was diſcovered, _ 
that attempts were made to arreſt and intercept him in the way 
that he took, is very probable; eſpecially when we tead that he 
eſcaped to Adullam: 1 Samuel xxii. I» | 
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4. I looked towards the right, and perceived 
that there was no man who would befriend me. 

5. I had no place of refuge, and no-body 
concerned himſelf for my life. 

6. Then I earneſtly beſought thee, O Lord, 
and faid, Thou art the only ſource of my 
confidence, and the ſole inheritance left me in 
this world! 

7. Attend to my complaint, for I am re- 
duced to great extremity! 

8. O deliver me from my puriuers, for they 
are too powerful for me! 

9. Reſcue my life from this ſtate of confine- 
ment, that I may gratefully adore thy name! 
which mercy if thou wilt grant me, then ſhall 
all good men aſſociate with me in the ſame 
ſervice.” 


| 4+ It is probably from the advocate being accuſtomed, in 

the Jewiſh courts of juſtice, to ſtand at the right hand of the 
accuſed, that affiſtance is, throughout the ſcriptures, and eſpe- 
. cially in the Pſalms, expected from that quarter. See, in 
particular, Pſalms xvi. 9; and cix. 30. { 

5. Every village and town was ſtrictly watched by the troops 
of Saul. 

7s 8, d. This prayer was heard and anfwered. He was de- 
livered from his purſuers, (three thouſand of whom in arms 
ſurrounded the cave in which he was concealed) enlarged 
from his diſtreſſes, exalted to the throne, and joined by all the 
Oe IO e 


or THE PSALMS 181 


PSALM CXLIIL. 


This Pſalm is equally applicable to the rebellion of Abſalom 
againſt his father; or to the ſituation of David in the cave 
either of Adullam, or En-gedi, which forms the ſubject 
of the two preceding Pſalms. It is uſed in the evening 
ſervice of — a 


HEAR my prayer, O Lord, and receive my 


petition: attend to me, for the honour of thy 
veracity and juſtice! 9 

2. And enter not on a ſevere examination of 
thy ſervant! for under thy ſcrutiny ſhall no 
man be eſteemed faultleſs. 

3. The enemy has purſued my life, he has 
brought me to the brink of the grave: he has 
cauſed me to dwell in darkneſs, like men who 
are dead and buried. 

4. For this reaſon, I am under the greateſt 
depreſſion of ſpirits, and my heart has no com- 
fort remaining. 

5 Yet dol recollect paſt times, I conſider 


1 — 


2. Juſtly does David deprecate the Almighty from entering 
into judgment with him, and rewarding him according to his 
evickedneſs : 2 Samuel xil. 9, and ſeq. 

5. He gratefully and wiſely calls to mind the deliverances he 
had experienced in his early days from the divine * 
1 Samuel xvü, KC. 


' 
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all thy interpoſitions; I employ myſelf in con. 
templating the interpoſitions of thy power, 

6. I extend my hands to thee in prayer: my 
ſoul gaſps for thy aſſiſtance, as a thirſty land 
for rain. 

7. Hear me, O Lord, and that ſoon, for 
my life is in danger! withhold not thy protec- 
tion from me, leſt I reſemble thoſe who deſcend 
to the grave! 

8, O let me ſpeedily experience thy affec- 
tionate mercy, for in thee is my confidence! 
ſhew me the courſe that I ſhould purſue, for J 
depend on thee with the moſt ardent devotion! 

9. Deliver me, O Lord, from my enemies! 
to thee alone I fly for protection. 

10. Inſtru& me in the conduct that is accept- 
able to thee, for thou art my God! let thy 
merciful ſpirit guide me into a land profeſſing 
thy true religion! 

11. Reſtore me, O Lord, for the ſake of 
thine honour! and in fulfilment of rhy righteous 
promiſes, reſcue my life from this perſecution! 


6. This is a favourite metaphor with David: ſee Pſalms 
xlii. 23 and Lxiii. 2. 
8. Early in the morning is here merely a poetical periphraſis 
for ſpeedily, or without delay. The original is literally, as in 
Pfalms xlvi. 5; and xc. 14, the appearing of the morning. 
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12. Andin mercy to me defeat my enemies, : 
and deſtroy all thoſe who render my life miſer- 
able, for I am thy devoted ſervant! 


PSALM CXLIV. 


This is, evidently, a Pſalm of triumph, and probably was 
written on the ſame occaſion with Pſalm cxvili: It refers 
to David's conqueſt of Goliath, and to his victories over 
the Philiſtines at the beginning of his reign. 


BLESSED be the Lord, the ſource of my 
power, who has endowed my hands and fin- 
gers with warlike {kill and proweſs! 

2, My hope, my citadel, my caſtle, my de- 
liverer, my defender, in whom I wholly con- 
fide, who has reduced nations to my dominion! 

3. Lord, what is man, that thou haſt vouch- 
ſafed him ſuch attention? or the ſon of man, 


that thou beftoweſt ſo much regard on him? 


1. He praiſes God for enabling thoſe hands and fingers, 
which were formerly uſed to play upon the harp, to wield the 
rough weapons of war with ſkill and dexterity. 

2. See a ſimilar repetition of epithets in Pſalm xviii. 1. The 
nations here alluded to are the Philiſtines, Moabites, and Sy- 
rians: 2 Samuel viii. | | 

3. Pſalm viii. 4. The Pſalmiſt here particularly alludes to 
kis own elevation from the moſt humble ſtate to regal dominion, 


OY 
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4. Man is a creature wholly unſubſtantial: 
his days are fleeting and tranſient as a ſhadow, 

5. Bend the heavens, O Lord, and deſcend! 
touch the mountains, and let them ſmoke! 

6. Dart forth thy lightning, and rend my 
adverſaries! ſhoot forth thy arrows, and de- 
{troy them! 

7. Vouchſafe thy * e from above! de- 
liver me and reſcue me out of the waves of trou- 
ble, from the power of theſe foreign people; 

8. Whoſe mouth makes profeſſion of ido- 


C—— — —— — __—  ___©—__ 


5. Having ſtated the inſtability and feebleneſs of man, the 
Pſalmiſt offers himſelf to God for effectual aſſiſtance againſt 
thoſe enemies who then moleſted him. He prays God to diſ- 
play his almighty vengeance againſt them, by actuating the 
elements of nature, as he had before done in his behalf, The 
images in this and the next verſe are evidently derived from 
the circumſtances attending the promulgation of the law on 
Mount Sinai. They occur alſo in Pſalm xvii. 

9. He expreſſes the appearance of the divine majeſty in a 
glorious cloud, deſcending from heaven, which underneath 
was ſubſtantially dark, but above, bright and ſhining with an 
amazing luſtre; and which, by its gradual deſcent towards the 
earth, would appear as though the heavens themſelves were 
bending down, and approaching us. 

6. The Greek and Latin poets frequently ſpeak of . 
der and lightning, as the arrows of Jupiter. 

8. Vanity, in ſcripture language, uſually means idolatry. 


Tpbeir right hand, or that on which they truſted, may juſtly | 


be interpreted the objeft of their confidence. 
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latry, and the object of whoſe confidence i is 
blaſphemous! 

9. I will ſing a new hymn to thee, O God! 
and to this effect celebrate thy praiſes on the 
lute of ten ſtrings, 

10. It is thou who haſt granted victory 
to kings, and haſt hitherto protected David 
thy ſervant from the danger of the ſword!” 

11. Preſerve me ſtill, and reſcue me from 
the power of theſe foreign people; whoſe 
mouth makes profeſſion of idolatry, and the 
object of whoſe confidence is blaſphemous! 

12. So that our ſons may grow up to ma- 
turity like young and healthy plants; and that 
our daughters may reſemble the ven 
columns of a palace: 


— 


—————— 8 — 


9. The ten-firinged lute, as we have lewhere obſerved, 

was a pſaltery, or decachord. 
o. This was to conſtitute the ſubject of his new hymn. 

wa 13, 14. Victory is productive of peace, and peace is the 
mother of all earthly bleſſings to communities, and the families 
that compoſe them: whoſe happineſs conſiſts in a numerous 
and hopeful progeny of ſons and daughters; the former, 
healthy and well nurtured, growing up, like young plants in 
a kindly ſoil, until they attain their full ſtrength and ſtature; 
the latter, fair and virtuous, like ſo many tall, well-propor- 
tioned, highly-poliſhed, and richly-ornamented columns, gra- 
cing the houſe to which they belong. When to theſe we have 


* 
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13. That our granaries may abound with 
every ſpecies of corn; that our ſheep may pro- 
duce thouſands and ten thouſands in our fields: 

14. That our oxen may be vigorous for la- 
bour, and that there may be no decay of 
ſtrength nor numbers, no conqueſt and capture 
of the people, nor diſcontents in our community. 

15. Happy are the people that are in ſuch 


= — 


added plenty of corn, and all other proviſions in the granaries 
and ſtore-houſes; flocks and herds ever thriving and increaſing ; 
freedom from hoſtile invaſions and domeſtick complaints; no 
emigration of inhabitants to foreign countries by captivity 
(a misfortune which the Jewiſh nation ever dreaded) or other- 
wiſe; we ſhall find ourſelves poſſeſſed of moſt of the ingredients 
which enter into the compoſition of human felicity. In Deu- 
teronomy xxviii. 4, is an enumeration of the ſame bleſſings. 
The word freets in the 13th and 14th verſes has, in each, a 
different meaning. In the Eaſt, /beep were kept on downs, 
or in fields, and not near any covert: nor are ſtreets in any 
country the proper places for /heep. The ſignification of 
the original word is of- countries, which may be properly 

enough rendered by elde. The old Engliſh word fraet from 
the Latin fratum, ſignifies any place for reſt or repoſe; a bed, 
a couch, a litter, or place fit for ewes that are about to bring 
forth. But in verſe 14 the Hebrew word is different, and 
means nearly what we underſtand by frreets. 

I5. The Ifraclites were at this time poſſeſſed of Canaan, 
the land flowing with mill and honey, and here probably en- 
joyed the bleſſings deſcribed in the preceding verſes, and 
which the Pſalmiſt piouſly attributes to their faithful worſhip 
of the true God, 


* 
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a ſtate! yes, bleſled are thoſe people whoſe ob- 
ject of worſhip is the true God! 


PSALM CXLV. 


This Pſalm is, in the Hebrew, diſtinguiſhed by a title which 
is beſtowed on none of the others; namely, David's 


Pjalm of Praiſe. It is "ſuppoſed to have been written 
after he had obtained from God thoſe favours for himſelf 


and the nation, which he had ſupplicated in the preceding 

Pſalm. This compoſition, like Pſalm cxix, is of the al- 
phabetical kind, each verſe beginning in the original with 
a letter of the alphabet, I NUN excepted: of which omiſ- 
fion it is impoſſible to determine whether it was deſigned, 
(as is ſometimes the caſe) or whether the verſe is loſt ; as 
being an alphabetical Pſalm, it preſerves no great con- 
nexion of ſentiment. It is uſed in the evening ſervice of 
Whitſunday. 


J Will extol thee, O God, my king, and eter- 
nally adore thy power! 

2. Every day will I offer thee my gratitude, 
and praiſe thy name inceflantly! , 

3. Great and ſtupendous is the Lord, and 
worthy of profound adoration! there are no 
limits to his perfection 

4. One generation ſhall tranſmit thy inter- 
poſitions to another, and record thy power! 

5. For my own part, I will conſtantly dif. 
courſe on thy dignity, thy glory, thy majelty, - 
and wonderful interpoſitions, 
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6. So that men ſhall converſe on thy potent 
and miraculous actions, and I alſo will relate 
inſtances of thy greatneſs! 

7. The memory of thy affectionate munifi- 
cence ſhall be and men ſhall cele- 
brate thy veracity! 

8. The Lord is gracions and merciful, Pa- 
tient, and infinitely compaſſionate. 

9. The Lord is kind to every man, and 
his mercy extends 10 all his creatures. 

10. All thy works contribute to thy glory, 
O Lord! and thy faithful ſervants render grate- 
ful homage to thee for them! | 
11. They declare the grandeur of thy go- 
vernment, and diſcourſe of thy power, 

12. That thy power, thy glory, and mag- 
nificence of thy government may be univerſally 
recogniſed! 

13. Thy government, is of an eternal nature; 
and thy dominion, infinite in duration! 

14. The Lord ſupports all ſuch as are ready 
to fall, and raiſes thoſe who have fallen. 


— = —— —ͤ.dd— 
— 


— 


7. The veracity of God is celebrated in this and the pre- 
ceding verſes, becauſe he had fulfilled his promiſes i in bringing 


the Iſraelites to the promiſed land, and in ſubduing their 
enemies. 
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15. The eyes of all creatures look towards 
thee, O Lord! and thou provideſt them with 
proper food in its due ſeaſon! 

16. Thou openeſt thy hand, and fatisfieſt all 
living creatures with plenty! 

17. The Lord is juſt in all his dipenſations, 
and faithful in his decrees. 

18. The Lord is near them who invoke him 
with ſincerity. 

19. He will grant the petitions of thoſe that 
revere him: he will attend to their ſupplication, 
and will aſſiſt them. 


20. The Lord protects all thoſe who love 


him, but diflipates and deſtroys the impious. 
21. I will celebrate the glory of the Lord, 
and let all creation gratefully and inceſſantly 


adore his ſacred name! 


—————————————————— —vVꝑ 

16. This is a very beautiful picture. The whole animal 
world is repreſented with their eyes fixed on the father of all 
things, like thoſe of a flock on their ſhepherd, when he enters 
the field, in time of dearth, with provender for them. 


_ 
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PSALM CXLVI. 


Theſe five laſt Pſalms are particularly ſtyled the Hallelujahs, 
becauſe in the Hebrew they begin and end with that word, 
which ſignifies Praiſe the Lord! The Vulgate, Septuagint, 
and ancient verſions, aſcribe this Pſalm to Haggai and 
Zechariah. It was probably written after the captivity, 
when the Jews found it was vain to rely on the favonr of 
princes; ſome of whom obſtructed the re-building of the 
Temple, as much as Cyrus had promoted it. 


PRAISE the Lord, O my ſoul! whilſt I live, 
will I praiſe the Lord: yes, as long as I enjoy 
exiſtence, I will celebrate my God. 

2. O place no confidence even in princes, 
nor in any being, ſince they poſſeſs no effectual 
power! 

3. For when the breath of man departs, he 
turns again to his native duſt, and then all his 
projects periſh. 

4. He alone is happy who has the God of 
Jacob for his friend, and whoſe confidence is 
fixed on the Lord his God: 

5. Who created the heavens, the earth, 


— ͤ . t xÄ—ẽ — 


3. All the deſigns which he had formed in favour of his de- 
pendents are wholly fruſtrated. 

5. Theſe ſacred promiſes mean in general the effectual aſſiſt- 
ance which God has promiſed to thoſe who implicitly depend 
on him: but they refer particularly to the deliverance which 
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the ſea, and all their inhabitants, and who ever 
fulfils his ſacred promiſes; 

6. Who executes juſtice in behalf of the 
oppreſſed, who ſupplies the neceſſitous. 

7. The Lord delivers men from bondage, 
and reſtores the blind to ſight: 

8. He aſſiſts the fallen, and is carefully pro- 
vident for the righteous: 


9. He is provident for ſtrangers, and defends 


the fatherleſs and widow: but the proceedings 
of the impious he utterly defeats. 

10. The Lord, thy peculiar God, O Sion, 
will be the ſovereign of the univerſe through 
all eternity! 


—__—m_—_— ——— 


the Almighty had promiſed to his faithful people, from their 
captivity: the mercies of which are pathetically detailed in the 
four ſucceeding verſes. 

7. By reſtoring the blind to fight may be intended either the 
reſtoration of the captive, who had pined in a dungeon, to the 
light of Heaven, or the general invigoration! of the human 


frame, which in ſcriptural language is denoted by the expreſ- 


ſion of enlightening the eyes : 1 Samuel xiv. 27. 

9. The former clauſe of this verſe emphatically deſcribes the 
ſuperintending providence of God over the captive Iſraelites, 
ftrangers in a foreig land, and his preſervation of the cuidoau 
and fatherleſs bereaved, in that deplorable ſituation, of their 


protector: the latter clauſe alludes to the ſubverfion of the de- 


fign formed by the idolatrous Babylonians of nn the 
Jews in perpetual captivity. 


1 1 
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$0455.24 7. ann ern. 
It is calls from the ſecond, third, and thirteetith 
verſes of this Pſalm, that it was written in conſequence of 
the reſtoration from Cy; and that its author was 
Nehemiah. 
O Praiſe the Lord! for it is a ſacred exerciſe 
to ſing hymns of adoration to our God: it is 
moreover an employment of joy and delight, 
to be thankful. 2 
2. The Lord rebuilds Jeruſalem, and col» 
left the difperſed tribes of Iſrael! . 
3- He heals thoſe who were broken-hearted, 
and grants a medicine to cure their ſorrows. 
X” 4. He counts the number of the ſtars, and 


calls them by their ſeveral names. 
F. Great is our Lord, and great is his 
power: and his wiſdom is infinite. 
p —————————— 
4. In the Babyloniſh captivity the Jews were diſperſed 
throughout Chaldea in ſuch a manner that none but the Al- 
mighty power ſeemed able to collect them. This power the 
Pſalmiſt ; celebrates by obſerving, that he who could count the 
number of the ſtars and call them. by their ſeveral names had 
alſo collected every individual of the captive en, erer 
obſcurely or remotely ſituated. | 
It may be inferred from this verſe and ſome other paſſages 
in ſcripture (in particular Geneſis Ay. 5; and xxii. 17) that 70 
count the flars was, in the ancient world, eſteemed a taſk prac- 


tacable only by almighty wiſdom; and hence, the encomiums 
CIS | | 


o 6 bas If od. 
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6. The Lord exalts the humble, and tecuces ; 


the impious to ruin. Nt 
7. O ſing to the Lord wich gratirude! ang 
hymns of adoration Nee "_ ASS unte gur 
God!“ > 
8. Who ape * fey with dende 
and prepares rain for the earth; who cauſes 
graſs to grow on the mountains, and — 


for the uſe of man; 


9. Who provides fodder for ce . and 
feeds even the young ravens that cry 5 


222525... ...... 

8. The laſt part of this verſo and e of 
man, has no place in the original. 
9. Birds the moſt deſpiſed and uſeleſs, and even ee (ſee 
Leviticus xi. 15) are, when deſerted by their parents, preſerved 
by ſome unnoticed means of providence. The cry, or courings 
of the young raden may, in poetical language, be very beau- 
tifully conſidered as a ſort of natural prayer to God: 'Who 
provides for the raven bis food?” When his young ones cry unto 
God, they wander for lack of meat: Job xxxviii. 41: they 
wander, and find it. Our Lord preſſed this argument on his 
diſciples, Confider the CTY waar tc” 

tifully, Thomſon: 


« Behold, and look away your low aper! 
See the light tenants of the barren air: 
To them nor ſtores, nor granaries belong, 
Nought but the woodland, and the pleaſing long: 
Yet your kind Heaven Father bends his eye 
On the leaſt wing that fits along the ſky. 


. * ** 
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10. He is not gratified by the ſtrength of a 


bart nor by the agility of a man: 


11. But the Lord is pleaſed with them who 
reverence him, and confide in his favour. 

12, Therefore adore the Lord, O Jeruſa- 
lem! celebrate thy God, O Sion! 

13. For he has ſtrengthened the bars of thy 
gates, and conferred feliciry on thy inhabitants. 

— _ - SS = — . ——— 
To him they ſing when ſpring renews the plain, 1 
To him they cry in winter's pinching reign ; 5 

Nor is their muſick, nor their plaint, in vain. 

He hears the gay, and the diſtreſsful call, 
And with unſparing bounty fills them all. 
Will he not care for you, ye faithleſs, ſay? 

Is he unwiſe, or are ye leſs than they?” 

10. "That is, neither the firength of cavalry, nor the favift- 
neſs of infantry, are any recommendation to God for conqueſt * 
thoſe whom the Lord deligbts in are deſcribed in the next verſe, 
Thus in Pſalm xxxiii. 15, 16. There is no King that can be 
Javed by the multitude of an hoft.— A horſe is n but a 

vain thing to ſave a man, Oc. 

13. The city, which had long been unwalled and defenceleſs, 
was now rendered a place of ſecurity; and its inhabitants, who 
had been very few, were become numerous: Nehemiah v. 16; 
and vil. 4. 

16, 17, 18. It may ſeem at firſt ng that an Eaſt- 
ern author ſhould be ſo well acquainted with the phenomena 
of a Northern winter, But the winters in the Eaſt, in ſome 
years, and at ſome places, are remarkably ſevere. Fulcherius 
Carnotenſis ſaw the cold prove deadly to many. Jac. de Vitriaco 
informs us that the ſame thing happened to many of the poor 
people engaged in an expedition in which he was concerned 
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14. He has cauſed peace in thy territory, and 
given thee plenty of the fineſt wheat. 

15. He iſſues his commands throughout the 
world, and his order is inſtantly executed. 

16. He diſpenſes ſnow like fleeces of wool; 
and ſprinkles the white froſt, like aſhes. 

17. He ſends down his icy hail in ſolid pie- 
ces: who is able to endure his froſts? 

18. Again he iſſues his command, and thaws 
them: he cauſes the wind to blow, and the 
waters become fluid. 

19. But, above all, he has made known his 
laws to Jacob; his ſtatutes and ordinances, to 


IIrael: 


20. He has not dealt thus with any other 
nations, nor are the heathen acquainted with 
his diſpenſations. 


againſt mount Tabor; that he had ſuffered ſeverely the pre- 
ceding days, by cold; but on the 24th of December it was fo 
ſharp, that many of the poor people, and of the beaſts of 
burthen, actually died. Albertus Aquenſis tells us that the 
ſame thing happened to thirty of the people who attended 
King Baldwin I. in the mountainous diſtricts of Arabia, near 
the Dead Sea; where they had to contend with horrible hail, 
with ice, and unheard-of ſnow and rain. 
19. Jacob and Iſrael are ſynonymous: Geneſis xxxii. 28. 
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PSALM CXLVIII. 


This, too, is a Pſalm of praiſe; in which the author calls on 
heaven and earth, with all that is in them, to praiſe their 
maker. It was probably written at the cloſe of the cap- 

tivity, when the edit was announced for the reſtoration. 
The Benedicite in our morning-ſervice ſcems to be a pa- 
raphraſe of this compoſition. 


O Celebrate the Lord of heaven! celebrate 
him throughout the regions of inacceſſible 
height! 

2. Celebrate bim, all ye his angels! celebrate 
him, all his attendant fpirits! | 
3. Celebrate him, ſun and moon! celebrate 
him, all ye ſtars and light! 


— — 


— ( Ä— 


IT, 2. From the heaven and thoſe unutterable heights, where 
hoſts of immortal ſpirits, admitted to the viſion of their King, 
enjoy unfadiug pleaſures, the ſong is to begin: and when the 
ſtrain 1s thus ſet by the celeſtial part of the choir, it is to be 
taken up and echoed back by the creatures o this lower world, 
animate and inanimate, which have all their ſeveral parts 
aſſigned them in the great works of glorifying their Creator. 

3==6. The material heavens through all their various regions, 
with the luminaries placed in them, and the waters ſuſtained 
by them, though they have neither ſpeech nor language, yet 
by their ſplendour and magnificence, their motions and influ- 
ences, all regulated and exerted according to the ordinance of 
their Maker, yet in a very intelligible manner declare his glory. 
The ſecond clauſe, for he ſpake the word, and they were made, 
has no place in the original. 

2 
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4. Celebrate him, ye various regions of 
heaven, and ye waters that reſide above them! 
5. Let them celebrate the name of the Lord! 
for he pronounced the fat, and they began to 
exiſt; he commanded and they were created: 
6. He conſtantly preſerves and continues 
them: he has appointed laws for them, which 
cannot be altered. | 
7. Celebrate the Lord, ye creatures of the 
earth, oceans and your vaſt inhabitants! 
8. Lightning, and hail, ſnow, and vapour, 
breezes and tempeſts, executing his commands! 
9. Mountains and hills, fruit-trees and cedars! 
10. Wild beaſts and tame cattle, reptiles and 


birds! 
11. Kings of the earth, and their beds, 


worldly princes, and rulers! 8 
__d@D__ZCLRAA—_AkMI—TRTT—_T TO. 

7. From heaven above the Pſalmiſt deſcends to the deep 
beneath; which, whilſt it proclaims the power, obſerves the 
laws, of its Creator: and the ſame may be ſaid of its enormous 
mhabitants. 

8. Theſe are ſo many meſſengers always ready to go forth 
at the command.of God, for the purpoſes of mercy or judg- 
ment. They celebrate th Moſt High after their manner; whilſt 
they execute his command on earth. 

9, Io. Who ſhall ever comprehend the wiſtom of God diſ- 
played in the vegetable world, from the cedar to the hyſſop; 
in the animal, from the elephant to the piſmire, from the eagle 


to the ſparrow? 


=_ 
= 


p 
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12. Young men and girls, old men and chil. 
dren, celebrate the name of the Lord! for his 
name alone is adorable, and his glory ſupreme 
above all nature. 


13. He has aggrandiſed the power of his 


— 


II, 12. After the whole creation has been called on to cele- 
brate the Lord, man, for whom the whole was made, man, 
the laſt and moſt perfect work of God, is exhorted to fill and 
join the univerſal chorus of heaven and earth, as being con- 
nected with both worlds, the preſent and future. Let young 
men praiſe him for their ſtrength; girls, for their beauty ; old 
men, for their experience; and children, for their innocence! For 
the peculiar meaning of the name of the Lord, ſee Pſalm XCIX, 
note on verſe 3. 

13. In ſcriptural language, the term horn is metaphorically 
uſed to ſignify defence, ornament, and power. See Pſalm xæcii. 
note on verſe 9. 


The reader may perhaps be pleaſed with the following ver- 
ſion of this Pſalm, which is taken from Biſhop Horne's Com- 
mentary, and is ſaid by his lordſhip to have been written by 
Dr. uin, at the age of ſixteen. 
6 cr 
Begin, my ſoul, th' exalted lay, 
Let each enraptur'd thought obey, 
And praiſe th* Almighty's name! 
Lo, heaven and earth, and ſeas and ſkies, 
In one melodious concert riſe, 
To ſwell th” inſpiring theme! 


11. 
Ve fields of light, celeſtial plains, 
Where gay, tranſporting beauty reigns, 
Ye ſcenes divinely fair; 
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people: therefore all his faithful ſervants ſhall 


celebrate him; namely the inhabitants of . 
ben nation that worſhips him. 


Your Maker's wondrous power proclaim, 
Tell how he form'd your ſhinirig * 
And breath'd the fluid air! 
ann 
| e catch the thrilling ſound; | OY | 
While all th* adoring thrones around "© » 
His boundleſs mercy fing; - DN e 
Let every liſtening ſaint above 
Wake all the tuneful ſoul of love, 
And touch the ſweeteſt firing! 
oy OC” 
Join, ye loud ſpheres, the vocal choir; 
Thou dazzling orb of liquid fire, 
The mighty chorus aid: 
Soon as grey evening gilds the plain, 
Thou, moon, protract the melting ſtrain, 
And praiſe him 1 in the ſhade! 
. Fa 
Thou heaven of heavens, his vaſt abode; 
Ye clouds, proclaim your forming God, 
Who call'd yon worlds from night; 
&« Ye ſhades, diſpel!” th' Eternal ſaid; 
At once th” involving darkneſs fled, 
And nature ſprung to light! 
VI, 
Whate'er a blooming world contains, 
That wings the air, that ſkims the N 
United praiſe beftow: | 
Ye dragons, ſound his awful name 
To heaven aloud; and roar acclaim, 


Ye ſwelling deeps below! __ 


= 
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PSALM CXLIX. 


This Pſalm appears to have been compoſed on the occaſion of 


ſome ſignal victory, and great exploits, atchieved by the 


Jews: and therefore probably relates to the times of David, 


O 


when they made the greateſt figure, and gained the moſt 
conſiderable victories. 


Sing to the Lord a new hymn! let the aſ- 


ſembly of his faithful people celebrate him! 


VII, 


Let every element rejoice: 
Ye thunders burſt with awful voice 
To him who bids you roll: 


His praiſe in ſofter notes declare 


Each whiſpering breeze of yielding air, 
And breathe it to the ſoul! 


VIII. 


To him ye graceful cedars bow ; 
Ye towering mountains bending low, 
Your great Creator own ; 
Tell when affrighted nature ſhook, 
How Sinai kindled at his look, 
And trembled at his frown ! 


ws 


Ye flocks that haunt the humble vale, 
Ye inſects fluttering on the gale, 
In mutual concourſe riſe; 


Crop the gay roſe's vermeil bloom, 


* 


And waft its ſpoils, and ſweet perfume, 
In incenſe to the ſkies! 
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2. Let the Jewiſh nation exult in their cre- 
* and let the inhabitants of Sion glory in 
their ſovereign! | 


X. 
Wake, all ye mounting tribes, and ſing; 
Ye plumy warblers of the ſpring, 
| Harmonious anthems raiſe 
Io him who ſhaped your finer mould, 
' Who tipp'd your glittering wings with gold, 
And tuned your voice to praiſe ! 
XI. 
Let man, by nobler paſſions ſway d, 
The feeling heart, the judging head, 
In heavenly praiſe employ; 
Spread his tremendous name around, | 
Till heaven's broad arch rings back the ſound, 
The general burſt of joy! 
XII. 
Ye whom the charms of grandeur pleaſe, 
Nurs'd on the downy lap of eaſe, 
Fall proſtrate at his throne; 
Ye princes, rulers, all adore; 
Praiſe him, ye kings, who makes your power 
An image of his own! | 


XIII. | 
Ye fair by nature form'd to move, 
O praiſe th” eternal ſource of love, 
With youth's enlivening fire: 
Let age take up the tuneful lay, 
Sigh his bleſs'd name—then ſoar away, 
And aſk an angel's lyre! 


202 A LIBERAL VERSION 


3. Let them celebrate his name with tri- 
umphal dances, let them ſing to his praiſe ac- 
companied by the drum and harp: 


3. The tabor and timbrel are ſynonymous. It was a ſpecies 
of drum ſimilar, in form and in the mode of playing it, to the 
modern tambour de baſque. Indeed, the word tamborr plainly 
denotes its deſcent from the original faber: ſee Pſalm Ixviii. 
note on verſe 25. It is utterly impracticable to give any ſatis- 
factory account of the ſacred dances of the ancient Hebrews; 
eſpecially as modern uſage has appropriated the exerciſe of 
dancing to entertainments of gaity, and rendered the ideas of 
ſolemnity and gravity wholly incompatible with it. And yet, 
perhaps, in the more ſimple ſtate of mankind, on great oc- 

caſions of joy, for men to expreſs it by adapting the motions 
of their bodies to the meaſure and cadence of muſick, was as 
natural for them, as on ſimilar occaſions to expreſs their 
thoughts in tropes and lofty figures, and to accommodate their 
very ſpeech to metre, as in poetical compoſitions. Probably the 
rude joy of the ruſtick ſwain, expreſſed by leaps and ſhouts, 
- by aukward geſtures and vociferous noiſe, was by men of 
genius reduced to method and order: and hence aroſe dancing 
and poetry. As the former was an excellence which any of 
the vulgar might arrive at, we may eaſily ſuppoſe it to have 
been brought into contempt, by the improper and ludicrous 
occaſions on which it might be uſed: but as the latter was a 
rational exerciſe, and an improvement of the mind which few 
could attain, there is no wonder that it is ſtill held in reverence, 
and has riſen to its preſent perfection. However, it is certain 
that the ancient Hebrews, on the greateſt occaſions of joy and 
triumph, uſed the ſolemn dance; and this national ceremony 
was aſſiſted by vocal and inſtrumental muſick: the performers 
in all which were uſually women. See Exodus xv. 20; Judges 
xi. 34; and xxi. 21. It is related by the fathers · of the tradi- 


* 
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4. For the Lord is pleaſed with his people, 
and has aſſiſted thoſe who meekly depended on 


him. 


5. Let his faithful ſervants triumphanily 


exult! let them rejoice at the banquet! _ - 
6. Let them ſing victorious hymns of praiſe 
to God, and ſtill retain the ſword, 
7. To be avenged on the pagans, and to 
chaſtiſe their ſubjects; 


8. To bind their kings with chains, and 


their nobility with fetters of iron, 


9. That the people of God may take com- | 


plete vengeance on them, as it has been in- 
joined. Such is the honour with which his 
faithful ſervants are inveſted! _ 

— — cc 
tions, that the chief part of the mirth in the feaſt of tabernacles 


conſiſted of ſuch kind of dancing: the chief men, the aged, 


and the moſt religious, dancing in the court of the women; 
and their merits was in proportion to the vehemence of the 


exerciſe. It appears from Philo's account of the Therapeuta in 


Egypt, that their religious dances were uſed fo late as in his time. 

5. Their beds, as our tranſlations-juſtly render the original, 
perhaps mean the couches on which, according to ancient cuſ- 
tom, they reclined at their meals: and as probably no circum- 
ſtance of feſtivity was wanting to celebrate their ſucceſs, the 
mufick and dancing might be accompanied by the banquet. 

9. Deuteronomy xx. 17. The latter claufe of this verſe is 
generally eſteemed a quotation. Our liturgy tranſlation, hke 
that of the, Bible, ſhould have a full ſtop at 6 * written.” 


- 
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This appears likewiſe to have been a Pſalm of triumph after 
ſome victory: but the particular Mr as well as its 
author, are wholly uncertain. 


+ 


O Celebrate God for his ſanctity! celebrate 
him for the vaſt extent of his power! | 
2. Celebrate him for his glorious works! 
celebrate him nn to his tranſcendent 
majeſty! | 
. 3. Celebrate him with the ſound of the 
trumpet! celebrate him with the lute and harp! 


1. The term firmament uſed in the original, and juſtly ren- 
dered by our tranſlations, is applied metaphorically. It lite- 
rally ſignifies (as in Geneſis i. 6, and ſeq.) expanſion and com- 
patneſs ; and zcomprehends the immenſe ſpace of air that 
ſurrounds the earth, and extends to the limits of our ſyſtem. 
3, 4, F. It is impoſſible with any exactneſs to diſtinguiſh and 
deſcribe the ſeveral ſorts of inſtruments here mentioned; as 
the Hebrews themſelves acknowledge their ignorance in this 
particular. The trumpet, it may be preſumed, was very ſimilar 
to the modern inſtrument of that name. The /ute, or p/altery, 
(as I have obſerved in Palm xcii. note on verſe 3, &c.) was a 
ten-ſtringed inſtrument; and the figure of the harp is very well 
preſerved to us. The cymbals were hollow plates of braſs 
ſtruck againſt each other, and flouriſhed in the air: theſe were 
F either played on ſoftly to accompany the voice, or with vio- 
| lence, as merely inſtrumental muſick to aſſiſt dancing. As to 
the fute, or pipe, it muſt be acknowledged that it may fignify 
any infirument played on with the breath, or with the aſſiſt- * WW 
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ance of air and pipes; as an organ, or its various modifications. : 
This much, however, is clear, that the people of God are en- Ne 5 
joined to uſe all the different kinds of inſtruments in the per- " 2 
formance of their divine ſervices. And why ſhould they not - {8a 'Y 
be ſo uſed under the goſpel? We read of ſacred muſick before S 
the law, performed even by the ſiſter of Aaron: Exodus xv. *: 
20. The cuſtom, therefore, was neither introduced by the * 
law, nor aboliſhed by it. Well regulated muſick, if ever it had  % | 
the power of calming the paſſions, if ever it enlivened and exalted N s. 
the affeQions of men in the worſhip of God, (purpoſes for which ' _ % 
it was formerly employed) doubtleſs has ftill the ſame power, * 
and can ſtill afford the ſame aids to devotion. When the be- 
loved diſciple was, in ſpirit, admitted into the celeſtial choir, REDS, 
he not only heard them ſinging hymns of praiſe, but he heard 2 
likewiſe the voice of harpers harp ig upon : 2 
lations . 2. And why that v s are repreſented as 
doing in heaven, ſho1 Id" not be 4; according to their ſkill 
and ability, by the t on earth, no good reaſon can be aſ- 
ſigned. Sacred muſick, under proper regulations, removes the 
hindrances of our devotion, cures the diſtractions of our 
thoughts, and baniſhes wearineſs from our minds. It adds ſo- 
lemnity to the publick ſervice, raiſes all the devout paſſions of. 
the ſoul, and cauſes our duty to become our delight. Of the 
pleaſures of heaven,” ſays the eloquent Biſhop Atterbury, 
nothing further is revealed to us, than that they conſiſt in 
the practice of holy muſick, and holy love; the joint enjoy- 
ment of ich, we are told, is to be the happy lot of all pious 
q "ps to * ages. 
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5. Celebrate him with the ſoft ſtabs! Ges 


lebrate him with the loud cymbals! 


6. Let eyery living creature celebrate the 
Lord: s 


7 


THE END. ig 


